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Winter Carnival ski races 


scheduled for Saturday 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield’s 
58th annual Winter Carnival Down- 


hill Ski Races are scheduled to be - 


held Saturday at Bousquet Ski 
Area. | : 
The race is open to area chil- 
dren ages 5 through 13 with sepa- 
rate girls and boys classes in four 
age categories: age 6 and under; 
ages 7, 8, 9; ages 10, 11, 12, and 
ages 13, 14, 15. 
These categories are for non- 
trained racers only. Trophies will 
be awarded for first through fifth 
place in tach division. 
Classes and awards will be 
duplicated for entrants»on snow- 
boards. This is new for this event. 
The course will be an easy open 
Slalom and racers will be allowed 
two timed runs; the best time will 
be used for trophy position. ~~ 


Pre-registration forms will be 


will begin at 9 in the lower lobby 


and continue until the races begin | 


atslOne is 


There is no entry fee. Racers’ 
will need to have a parent or.’ 
guardian available for a consent. 
signature. There will be free hot - 


chocolate for each registrant. 


The chairman of the city ski). 


meet is Dave Melle at 684-3050, or, 


for more information, one may i 
call the Pittsfield Department of 
Community Services, Parks and: 

[3 


Recreation at 499-9343. } Nf 


available at the Springside House,.:\ ; 


874 North St., until Friday. Reg- 


istration at Bousquet Ski Area 


Learn to Skate 


The Pittsfield Parks speed skating ¢ 


Community Services an 
duct a Learn to Skate prog 
ch Dec. 26-27 and again on 


“The fee is $18 for the four-day clinics and c 


i ‘ll take place at the rink 
years old. Registration a be held at the Parks’ Commi 


p.m. Also, registration day between 8:30 and 4. 


974 North St., today, Friday and Mon 
All skaters are re 
pads are optional. T 
who need them for 
should be worn. 


axa 


Sunday at Osceo a, Fack 
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Carnival 


contest kicks off; 


—_—— 


queen 


17 vie for crown 


PITTSFIELD — The 58th Pitts- 
field Winter Carnival Queen Con- 
test kicked off Jan. 12 with a 
luncheon at Itam Lodge. The con- 
testants, listed below, have been 
selling buttons since then. 

The money raised by the sale of 
the buttons pays for all carnival 
events, including Family Day, 
toboggan and ski races, the speed 
skating competition, scholarships 
and the Winter Carnival Ball. 

The ball will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 15, at 8 at Itam Lodge, where 
the 2003 Winter Carnival queen 
will be chosen and crowned. The 
photographer for the carnival is 
James Marby of Picture Perfect 
Studios. 

, Lhe contestants are as follows: 

» Kelly MacDonald, 18, daugh- 
tet of Michael and Pamela Mac- 
Donald, is a senior at Taconic 
High School. She is a member of 
the varsity volleyball team, has 
participated in spring musicals, 
and is a member of the National 
Honor Society, French National 
Honor Society, Student Council 
and Berkshire Youth United. 

She is a 10-year member of the 
Pittsfield Figure Skating Club. 
MacDonald volunteers at the 
Special Olympics and as an after- 
school tutor, and participated in 
Girls State. She has received the 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, Wellesley College Book 
and Outstanding English Student 


awards. 


bd Casey DiCicco, 17, daughter of 
Joseph A. DiCicco of Pittsfield, is 


~asenior at Taconic. She has been 


an active dancer with Cantarella 
School of Dance for 12 years and 
has been a member of the Albany 
Berkshire Ballet’s junior compa- 
ny for four years, during which 
time she has danced at local nurs- 
ing homes and in the United 
Cerebral Palsy telethons. 

” Her school activities include the 
yearbook committee, class’ coun- 
‘ell, peer resource team, National 
Honor Society and the Business 
‘Professionals of America. She 
plans on studying fashion design 
in college. 

» Shannon Wasnewsky, 17, 
daughter of Mark and Joyce 
Wasnewsky of Pittsfield, is a sen- 
ior at Taconic. Her school activi- 
ties include National Honor So- 


ciety, Student Council and Berk- 
shire Youth United. She played 
volleyball for two years and works 
at Stop & Shop. She volunteered 
as a teacher for.a first Commu- 
nion class and also volunteers for 
the Special Olympics. . 

>» Megei Connor, 17, daughter of 
Michael and Mariellen Connor, is 
a senior at Taconic. She is a varsi- 
ty swimmer and cross country 
runner, and has been on Western 
Massachusetts teams for both 
sports. She is active in Berkshire 
Youth United, Student Council 
and the prom committee. An 


honor roll student, she volunteers _ 


at the Special Olympics. 

» Shawna Lahey, 17, daughter 
of Sheryl Maihle and Mark Lahey 
of Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. 
Lahey has worked in several jobs 
and has participated in the cheer- 
leading program both at the 
Catholic Youth Center and Tacon- 
ic for almost 10 years. 

She is certified in lifeguard 
training, cardiopulmonary resus- 
citation and first aid for the pro- 
fessional rescuer, waterfront life- 
guarding, automated external de- 


fibrillator essentials and prevent-_ 


ing disease transmission. She is 
utilizing these certifications as a 
lifeguard and teacher’s aid. 

» Jennifer Nailos, 17, daughter 
of David and Jeanne Nailos of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. 
Nailos is a member and section 
leader of the school band, march- 
ing band, jazz ensemble and cho- 
rus. She has also been a member 
of the Eagle concert and jazz 
bands for several years. She has 
participated in the Western Dis- 
trict Music Festival as a member 
of the chorus and the jazz ensem- 
ble. 

Her school activities include 
spring musicals, the Fall Festival 
of Shakespeare, soccer, varsity 
cheerleading, on-air personality 
and program director at radio sta- 
tion WTBR-FM 89.7, National 
Honor and French National Hon- 
or societies. She coaches St. Fran- 
cis’ bantam cheerleading at the 
CY: 

» Seanna Sykes, 19, daughter of 
Winslow and Kathleen Avery of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. 
Sykes works in school’s student 
personnel office and is a member 


a 


Toboggan races planned 


‘PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield’s 58th 
annual Winter Carnival Toboggan 
Races will be held Sunday at 
Osceola Park on Gale Avenue. 

: ‘Automobile parking will be 
available on Oswald Avenue at 
the bottom of the hill. 

. Registration will be from 11 to 
12:30, with timed runs starting at 
noon. Participants can arrive 


——— 


————=— 


quired to have helmets 
he Boys’ and Girl 


evr mam aN A = 


program 


lub, in conjunction with the 


tm 
Parks and Recreation depar' wil 
: ae at the Pittsfield Boys and Girls’ Club 


Dec. 30-31, daily 


long 
no charge. Also, no baggy WS y/ 
; 4 ' [ 7 al >: 


Det Sy bygone Sree eae — 


set for Club 


ents, will con- 


from 11:45 to 12:45 p.m. 

hildren must be at least 5 
on.Sunday from 7-8 

ssion office on 


and gloves. Elbow and knee 


s’ Club will issue skates to those 


carves 


no entry fee. Young racers will 
need to have a parent or guardian 
available for a consent signature. 

There are categories for two-, 
three- and four-person toboggan 
teams in all ages. Entrants may 
participate in more than one 
team. Toboggans will be available 
for loan, but participants may 
bring their own. Only wooden U- 
shaped toboggans will be allowed. 
Trophies will be awarded after the 
timed runs. 

Contestants for carnival queen 
are expected to attend to provide 
opportunities to purchase Winter 
Carnival buttons, the proceeds of 
which support all the carnival 
events. 

The chairman of the toboggan 
races is Ron Przedpelski at 443- 
1617 or for information call the 
Pittsfield Department of Com- 
munity Services, Parks and Re- 
creation at 499-9343. 
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Picture Perfect Studio 


The 2003 Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen contestants from left to right, front row, are Erin Starsja, Amanda Plaine, Nicole L. 
DiSimoni, Meggi Connor and Mandy St. Pierre. Middle row; Allison Chou, who has since withdrawn from the contest, Kristen St. 
John, Jennifer Nailos, 2002 Queen Nicki May, 2002 Lady in Waiting Lyndsay Paris, Brittany Breault, Tamara Morgan and Nicole 
Yon. Back row: Kelly McDonald, Amber Martin, Shawna Lahey, Casey DiCicco, Shannon Wasnewsky and Seanna Sykes. Missing 
from photo: Brittney Lynn Wright. 


of the Student Council. She also 
has been on Taconic’s wrestling 
team and prom committee, and 
was a member of Shakespeare & 
Company. | 

A former Girl Scout, she played 
soccer for the Pittsfield Parks 
Department summer league and 
has taken karate. . 

» Nicole Yon, 18, daughter of 
Greg and Christine Yon of Pitts- 
field, is a senior.at Taconic. She is 
the starting varsity pitcher of the 
softball team and has recently 
been named an NACA All-Ameri- 
can Scholar Athlete. She is active 
in the Student Council, prom 
committee and the peer resource 
team. She has volunteered with 
the South Congregational Church 
soup kitchen, Relay for Life, 
Special Olympics and as a CYC 
cheerleading coach. 

Yon is employed at Kneebone’s 
Steakhouse. Her academic honors 
include being named in Who’s 
Who Among High School Stu- 
dents and on the National Honor 
Roll. 

» Nicole Lynn DiSimoni, 17, 
daughter of James and Lynn 
DiSimoni, is a senior at Taconic. 
DiSimoni is the secretary/treasur- 
er for Berkshire Youth United and 
a member of Business Profession- 
als of America, Student Council 
and yearbook committee. She is 
an actress in Taconic’s spring 
musicals and is employed by 
Purple Plume in Lenox. 

» Erin Starsja, 17, resides with 


her mother and stepfather, Lily 


and Art Pandell, in Pittsfield. She 
is a senior at Pittsfield High 


School, where she is a peer medi- 
ator. She has participated in the 
Future Educators of America, the 
Robotic Competition and Massa- 
chusetts College of Liberal Art’s 
Computer Programming Com- 
petition and is a member of the 
Young Adult Council at the Berk- 
shire Athenaeum. 

Her activities at St. Mary’s 
Church include altar server, eu- 
charistic minister, religious edu- 
cation teacher and Family Festi- 
val volunteer. Starsja is employed 
by attorney Thomas J. Hamel. 

» Amber Martin, 17, daughter of 
Michael Martin and Susan and 
David Maloy of Pittsfield, is a sen- 
ior at Taconic. She performs in 
the Fall Festival of Shakespeare, 
Taconic’s spring musicals and 
honors chorus, the South Moun- 
tain Festival, Western District 
Chorus and Jimmy Fund Concert 
Series. She was a member of the 
varsity wrestling team for one 
year. | 

She was a counselor for the 
Berkshire Community College 
Children’s Circus Camp and a 
teacher and music coordinator for 
the Sheffield Chapel vacation 
Bible school. Martin plans to at- 
tend MCLA and major in music 
education. 

» Tamara Morgan, 17, daughter 
of James Morgan and Teresa and 
Joseph Palmieri, all of Pittsfield, 
is a senior at St. Joseph’s High 
School. She is a member of the 
Ambassadors Club, Student Coun- 
cil and peer education. She is co- 
director of community service at 
St. Joseph’s, and has participated 


in the Walk for Life, Pittsfield 
Youth City Council, Berkshire 
Teen Network and the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 

She is an altar server and lector 
at St. Mark’s Church and has vol- 
unteered as a Bible camp coun- 
selor. 

> Brittney Lynn Wright, 17, 
daughter of Rob and Kay Wright 
of Pittsfield, isa senior at Pitts- 
field High. She is a member of the 
Student Council, Spanish Club, 
yearbook committee and swim 
and softball teams, and is captain 
of the volleyball team. 

> Kristen St. John, 17, daughter 
of Cheryl St. John of Pittsfield, is 
a senior at Pittsfield High. She is 
a member of the class council, 
Spanish and French clubs, Youth 
Group, varsity swim team, soft- 
ball and track teams, and prom 
committee. She was junior class 
treasurer, Create-a-Dream activity 
coordinator, and basketball man- 
ager for the girls’ varsity team. 

» Mandy St. Pierre, 17, daugh- 
ter of Michael and Cheryl St. Pierre 
of Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. 
Her school activities include spring 
musicals, the Fall Festival of 
Shakespeare, chorus, marching 
band and Western District Music 
Festival. She also is on the cross 
country and track and field teams, 


and in the Youth Group. 

She is a religious dance teacher 
at. her church and has participated 
in the Relay for Life. Her interests 
include singing and playing in- 
struments, including the clarinet, 
flute, recorder, piano, violin and 
saxophone. 

») Brittany Raé Breault, 17, 
daughter of Brian M. Breault of 
East Greenbush, N.Y., and Victoria 
M. Spencer of Pittsfield, is a sen- 
ior and honors student at Taconic. 
Her activities include varsity 
cross country, and cross-country 
skiing and track and field teams. — 

Her volunteer activities include 
being a senior mentor at the 
Pittsfield DARE summer camp, 
Special Olympics and chairman of 
the youth committee of the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society. 

») Amanda Plaine, 17, daughter 
of Mitchell and Barbara Plaine of 
Pittsfield, is a senior.and henor 
student at St. Joseph’s. She is in- 
volved in Student Council, prom 
committee and Special Olympics. 
She volunteers at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club preschool, has been a 
tutor at Morningside Elementary 
and is involved with the after- 
school program at the CYC. She 
also has participated in the annu- 
al spring musical and has played 
the piano since age 5. 


er 


_» PITTSFIELD: The Hebert 
Arboretum at Springside Park 
will hold its annual Winterfest 
tomorrow from 11 to 3 at Spring- 
side House, 874 North St. There 
will be activities for people of all 
ages, including cross-country ski- 
ing, cookie decorating, snow 
sculptures, a snowball contest 
face-painting, pony rides, a scav- 
enger hunt, tree and animal track 
identification, and a cardboard 


sled contest. Refreshmentsjwill be? _ 
served. The event is free 14 fies 
— pea ize A ‘ 
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Cross-country ski races slated 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has sche- 
duled its annual cross-country ski 
races on Sunday as part of the 58th 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 

_The event is held at the Can- 
terbury Farm Ski Touring Center 
on Fred Snow Road, Becket (623- 
0100). Registration starts at 9. 
Races begin at 10, 

_There is no entry fee. Younger 


racers will need to have a parent or 
guardian available for a consent sig- 
nature. 

Trophy prizes will be awarded 
with special prizes for overall men’s ° 
and women’s class winners. \ ee 

For more information, call Ed 
Bond at 623-5782 or the Pittsfield 


Department of Community Ser- 


vices, Parks and wit 499. 





Winter Carnival 


By Jackie Connolly 


Eagle Correspondent 


PITTSFIELD — The 58th annu- 
al Pittsfield Winter Carnival kicks 
off this Sunday with the sale of 
buttons for the Carnival Queen 
Contest and without the worries 
about a snow drought that can- 
celed most of last year’s events. 

The annual event provides win- 
ter activities, mostly outdoors and 
mostly free of charge, for all ages. 
It is organized by the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee, a vol- 

‘unteer nonprofit organization 
‘under the auspices of the De- 
partment of Community Services, 
Parks and Recreation. 

The first public event will be 
Family Day on Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at the Controy Pavilion on Onota 
Lake. The entrance is located on 
Lakeway Drive via Valentine Road. 

“We are beginning Family Day 
earlier this year so the kids get to 
do everything,” said carnival coor- 
dinator Dave Melle. In the past, the 
event has been held on Sundays. 

The Carnival Queen hopefuls 
have four weeks, through Feb. 9, 


to sell at least 1,500 buttons, 
which fund the carnival events. 
This year’s button was designed 
by St. Mark’s Middle School 
eighth-grader Laura Clark. 

Winter Carnival Queen contest- 
ants must be between the ages of 
17-21, and attend school or work 
in Pittsfield or adjoining towns. 

The contestants will sell buttons, 
two for $1, and will be doing face 
painting for children at Family 
Day. Family Day activities include 
sled, ice skating, and snowshoeing 
races, along with snow sculpture 
contests, horseshoes on ice golf, 
kite flying and hayrides. 

At the coronation, contestants 
will be judged on their perform- 
ances in the areas of poise, per- 
sonality, speech, appearance and 
Winter Carnival knowledge. The 
newly crowned queen will receive 
$500 and the lady in waiting will 
receive $250 college scholarships. 

In addition, the Carnival Queen 
hopefuls choose one of their own 
as Miss Congeniality. A scholar- 
ship will be given to the contest- 
ant who sells the most buttons. 
The amount of the scholarship 


varies on the amount of buttons 
she sells. . 

This year, there are 18 contestants: 
Brittany Breault, Allison Chou, 
Meggi Connor, Casey DiCicco, 
Nicole DiSimoni, Shawna Lahey, 
Kelly MacDonald, Amber Martin, 
Tamara Morgan, Jennifer Nailos, 
Amanda _ Plaine, Kristen St. John, 
Mandy St. Pierre, Erin Starsja, Se- 
anna Sykes, Shannon Wasnwesky, 
Brittney Wright, and Nicole Yon. 

The cross-country ski race will 
take place on Sunday, Jan. 26, at 
Canterbury Farm Ski Touring 
area on Fred Snow Road in 
Becket. Registration is at 9 for the 
race at 10. 

The City Ski Meet will once 
again be held at Bousquet Ski 
Area on Dan Fox Drive for chil- 
dren 13 and under on Saturday, 
Feb. 1. Registration is at 9. Skiers 
will get two runs down the hill 
and will be judged on best time. 

The Toboggan Race is on 
Sunday, Feb. 2, at Oseola Park on 
Gale Ave. There are two-, three- 
and four-person race categories; 
all ages can participate. To- 
boggans are supplied but partici- 


scheduled to get under way | 


pants can bring their own. 
Registration is at 11. Timed runs 
start at noon. 

The final Winter Carnival event 
is the speed skating race on 
Saturday, March 1, at 1 p.m. at the 
Vietnam Veterans Skating Rink 
in North Adams. The Pittsfield 
Speed Skating Club is the host 
team, in conjunction with the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee. One must be a registered 
member of the United States 
Speed Skating association and 
pay a $25 enterance fee. 

There will also be novice classes 
offered between the races. All 
ages can participate. There is a 
$10 entry fee. For additional infor- 
mation, contact Ed Basinski, pres- 
ident of the Pittsfield Parks 
Speed Skating Club, at 442-7541. 

The carnival committee is still 
looking for volunteers. Meetings 
are at 7 p.m. most Wednesday 
evenings during January and Fe- 
bruary at the Springside House 
on Upper North Street. More in- 
formation is available by calling 


499-9343 or at the Web site WWW.- 
ewnicholls.com/ corny »\ o> ¥ 
ee i PEL TT, 
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Ski tow to open 
at Osceola Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment has announced that the 
Osceola Park ski tow will open 
Thursday and will operate 
through Tuesday, Dec. 31. In 
addition, the ski tow will operate 
every Saturday and Sunday dur- 
ing the months of January and 
February, and each day during 
the February school vacation. 

Hours of operation are noon to 
4, and are weather dependent 
Osceola Park is on Osceola 
Street, and the ski tow can be 
accessed from Gala Avenue. 

For more information: rks | 
Department at 499-9343. j2 Ay; } Dd) 


» PITTSFIELD: The Osceola 
Park Ski Tow will not operate Sat- 
urday. The Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation Department is encour- 
aging the community to attend 
the Winter Carnival Family Day at 
Controy Pavilion at Burbank Park 
instead. The ski tow will reopen 
on Sunday and will be open every 


weekend from, noon to 4 through . ; 
cS endsh tale AIF IM 


Family Day scheduled 


PITTSFIELD — The 58th annu- 
al Winter Carnival Family Day 
will be held Saturday, Jan. 18, 
the Controy 
k on On- 


from 10 to 3 at 


Pavilion at Burbank Par 


ota Lake. 


Attendees are asked to enter the 
Burbank Park parking area by way 


selling Winter Carnival buttons, 
two for $1. Money raised from the 
gales fund the Winter Carnival 
events. | 
Activities will include sled, ska- 
ting and snowshoe races, horse- 
shoes on ice, kite flying, Snow 
sculpturing and golf-on-ice com- 


of Lakeway Drive from Valentine 
Road. 

The public should note that the 
event is being held on a new day 
and time this year. 


petitions. Clubs and balls are sup- 
plied or participants can bring 
their own. 

Annual favorite Richie Powers 
will transform large blocks of ice 
into ice sculptures. 


for Winter 

Horse-drawn hay wagon rides 
will be provided throughout the 
day to shuttle participants to and 
from the parking area and the 
activities. * 

Free helium balloons and re- 
freshments will be available and 
the queen contestants will pro- 
vide face painting. 

Registration for individual e- 
vents will be held from 10 to 12:30. 

Competitions will be from 10 to 
1:30 with awards at 2. Entry is free 
of charge. 


Carnival 


An ice fishing derby is also part 
of the celebration. Registration be- 
gins at 7 a.m. at the Controy Pa- 
vilion. There is a modest charge 
for adults. Prizes will be awarded 
in many age categories. The derby 
ends at 2. 

Family Day is organized by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee, an all-volunteer group, un- 
der the auspices of the Pittsfield . 
Department of Community Serv- ” 
ices, Parks and Recreation. A" 


All 18 queen contestants will be 
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Eagle Archives 


The snowsuits may look different, but the delight kids take in sledding and sliding was the 
same years ago, above, as it is today, below. Unidentified youngsters above, were pho- 
: tographed in Pittsfield’s Clapp Park, probably in the early 1960s. Those below were taking 
part in Pittsfield’s Winterfest last weekend at Springside Park. Matthew Moreau 3, cen- 
ter, sits on his handmade cardboard sled. At left are Jessica Moon, 10; Lauryn Garner, 9; 
and Andrea Moreau, 9. On right is 5-year-old Dominique Skinkle All are from Pittsfield. 


So ee 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 





~ Downhill racers 


ie ‘ fe Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
The Pittsfield 58th Winter Carnival’s toboggan races at Osceola Park yesterday provided plenty of thrills and 


spills. Residents could borrow one of the traditional, wooden toboggans at the park or bring their ow 


. 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
‘All aboard [ by\r> 
Heading out for a ride on their homemade sled during the Winterfest at Springside bak in 


Pittsfield are, from front, 8-year-old Derrick Skinkle of Pittsfield, and brothers Elliot, 4, and 
Benjamin Richardson, 7, of Cheshire. Giving them a push to get started is Rob Wolff. 


Annual learn-to-skate program scheduled 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club will conduct a “Learn-to-Skate” program beginning 
Friday, December 26. The program willrun through Wednesday, December 31,from 11:45a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club rink. 

Skaters are required to wear helmets and gloves; elbow and knee pads are also recom- 
merided. They should dress warmly but avoid loose, baggy clothes and long scarves. Skates 
will be available at no extra charge. No double runner skates are permitted and skaters must 
be at least 5 years of age. | 

Registration will be on Sunday, December 14 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and Tuesday December 
16 from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club rink. Registration is also available 


weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to4 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North Stre ie fis $20 per person 
with a $50 family maximum charge. } }/ } OR 
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' Learn to Skate program dates set 


The annual Learn to Skate program, sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Parks Speedskating Club in conjunction with the Department of 
Community Services and the Parks and Recreation Department, will 
be held this year from Friday, Dec. 26, through Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
from 11:45-12:45, at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club rink. 

Registration will take place at the rink on Sunday from 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m., and Tuesday from 6 to 7. Registration will also be taken at the 
Pittsfield Parks Commission offices at 874 North St., on Monday and 
Tuesday from 9to4. . 

Skates will be available at the rink, but no double-runners will be 
allowed. Skaters should avoid wearing baggy clothes and long scarves. 
Skaters, however, should wear gloves while elbow and. kn¢q pads are 
also recommended. J D j 

The cost is $20 per individual with a $50 maximum charge for fami- 
lies. 
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Button design contest begins 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival is accepting 
entries for its button design con- 
test, according to Ron Przed- 
pelski, chairman of the contest. 

The contest is open to all stu- 
dents in Pittsfield schools, public 
and private. The theme of the 
button design must be related to 


“winter. 


Contest applications are avail- 
able at area schools. 

Only an original design will be 
allowed; no patented characters 
may be used. Participants should 
include their name, address, tele- 
phone number, school and grade 
on the reverse side of the design. 

Entry forms can be brought in 
or mailed to the Springside 
House, 874 North St. by Friday, 
Oct. 10. Completed applications 


also will be picked up from the 
schools on that day. Winners will 
be chosen at the Winter Sports 
Committee meeting on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 15. 

Grade categories are kinder- 
garten through second, sixth 
through eighth and nine through 
twelve. Prizes will be awarded to 
each category winner, and a 
grand prize will be awarded to an 
overall winner. The overall win- 
ning design will be reproduced 
on a button that is approximately 
1 1/2 inches in diameter. 

Winners will be awarded at the 
sports committee meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5. 

The contest is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Pittsfield Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation. Buttons will be 


sold by carnival queen contest- 
ants beginning Jan. 11; the pro- 
ceeds will help pay for carnival 
events. 

For more information: 443-9343 
or Przedpelski at 443-1617. 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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; sculpture in Park Square. Ma 
7 ittsfield stands in front of the moose , run by the city 
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Herman Melville. The contest drew more than 150 entries. 


The Pittsfi 


Parks board eyes Wahconah costs 


~ The parks commission will hold a tion,” he said. © 
special meeting Monday at 7 p.m. to 

discuss the Porkshire. Black Bears’ + 

26 2expeiiditures at 


ers of the baseball] team have been 


was signed,” she said. “It Was obvi- 
ously a done deal... ; 
y expense report, certi- another mayor.” 
fying that the Black Bears spent more But Persi 
than $120,000 to improve the purchased by the 
during their first season. 


t Wahconah Park, 
In lieu of rent, the team’s ]j i, n leaves. 


- “The first thing we would dois go 


Commissioner Gene Nadeau op- city “a lousy contract.” 


Posed the hurried vote in December, Marchesisaid the intent of 
questioning whether 
Such as concession equi 


The issue has resurfaced at several carefully monitor the Situation. 


meetings. On Monday commission- ~The money we allow them to de- Commission Opposes 
€fs spent more than 30 minutes re- duct, the expenditur 


€s,is within your waste transf-~- “hss 
hashing the facility expense report jurisdiction,” he said “It’s our tax pe 


before deciding to schedule the spe- dollars you're here to protect.” The parks 


cial meeting to settle the matter, Acting city solicitor Jeff Honig, at-- day voted 
Nadeau Says that the team’s book- tending the meeting. at the State envi- 


sloppy and that he ques- commission’s Fequest, said that if inga wa 
idity of many expendi- commissioners have Specific con- for Indv 
ing a beer cooler/ cash cerns about expenses they should The I 
communicate with the Black Begins fartts- 
The pact, he said is “Tat pista} 
Written” and open to.7 x. 
pretations. He said” 


ree 


Riding the wave 


Steven Pizarro, left, and Julio Sanchez ride their 
parking lot at 


noon in the city. 
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Police identify 


drowning victim © 


PITTSFIELD — Police yester- 
day continued their investigation 
of the circumstances surround- 
ing the drowning in Onota Lake 
of 18-year-old Jesse M. Brazee of 
1083 Tyler St. | 

Brazee’s mother identified her 
son yesterday, said Pittsfield Po- 
lice Detective Peter T McGuire. A 
pair of Kayakers found Brazee’s 
body in the lake early Saturday 

morning. He was near a rope 
Swing that was popular with 


uake concerts 
set to return | 
PITTSFIELD — “Live on the 
Lake,” a series of free concerts 
sponsored by Live 105.9 FM and 
Greylock Federal, returns to 
Burbank Park for the second sum- » 
mer in a row. The concerts will be 
held on Wednesday evenings from 
6 to 8, beginning this Wednesday 
and ending Aug. 27. 
Fach Wednesday evening will 
feature local musicians perform- 
ing from the City Stage on the. | 
shores of Onota Lake, next to the ; | 
Controy Pavilion. The event is | 
free and open to the public. | 
Additional parking and a shuttle 
bus will be available from the 
Taconic High School parking lot. 

People may pack a picnic or 
purchase food and beverages on 
site from Lakeside Catering. New 
vehicles will be on display from 
Haddad Motors and Tony’s 
Berkshire Boats. 

“The concert schedule follows: 
July 9 — Pimp; July 16 — Albert 
Cummings Blues Band; July 23 
— Northern Spy (formerly 
Catfish Blue); July 30 — Holy 
Water Undertoe (Tor/Max Creek); 
Aug. 6 — Plum Crazy; Aug. 13 — 
Fly by Night; Aug. 20 — Sounds 
of Sinatra, and Aug. 
Reverend Tor Band.7 
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By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Critics of the 


planned Pittsfield Municipal Air- 
port runway extension see little 
redeeming value in a proposed 
land swap to compensate the Wild 
Acres sanctuary for lost property. 


The longer runway would re- 


duce the existing, 47-acre sanctu- 
ary by nearly half, but the land 
would be recouped — and sub- 
stantially increased — by lumping 
together mainly privately owned 
parcels to the east and northeast. 
There would be a new entryway 
from South Mountain Road and 
new amenities, including a picnic 
pavilion, athletic field and educa- 
tion center. 


Dufresne-Henry, the consulting 


teenagers; police suspect that he 

drowned on the Fourth of J uly. 
McGuire asked anyone who 

may be able to assist the investi- 


ae to contact Pittsfield Police 
a -9700. Th p-3 


Council seeks funds 
for Wahconah plan 


Mayor Sara Hathaway will be 
asked to appropriate $2,000 to hire a 
professional consultant to assist in 
the application to list Wahconah Park 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo said a 
“small working group” that did the 
preliminary application for state rec- 
ognition wants to assist but desires 
professional guidance. 

“This group is psyched up, we're 
ready to go,” he said. 

Councilors voted unanimously to 


ask that th ora PN ierte the 
monies. SV iat | 


Lake concerts will return 


A lakeside summer concert series at Burbank Park will return in 2004. 

The parks commission this past week approved plans for the third “Live 
at the Lake” series, a promotion coordinated by WBEC radio. 

The series — held Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. — attracted large crowds 
this past summer. | | 

“It’sbeen very well received,” said WBEC’s Peter Barry. “It'sa great event 
and we'd love to do it again.” | 

Commissioner Jane Bresnahan said the concerts are “super” and provide , 
“a great opportunity to come down and enjoy the park.” 

Bresnahan added, however, that organizers must doa betterjob to ensure 
that concert-goers do not park vehicles on the lawns of Lakeway Drive 
residents. 

Community services director Jim McGrath agreed that the radio station 
must “work closer” with parks officials to address the parking issue. 

Barry said that a bus from Taconic High School was introduced last 
summer but that concert-goers seemed reluctant to utilize the free service. 
. “We were optimistic the shuttle would alleviate any parking issues,” he 

said. | 

McGrath also stated that organizers need to better identify event person- 
nel and volunteers. The community services director also said that based on 
the crowds, additional event-only. handicapped spaces need to be desig- 
nated on Wednesday nights. a ae 

-WBEC and its cosponsors still must formally reserve use of Controy 


firm working for the Pittsfield 
Airport Commission, estimates 
that nearly $1 million would be 


spent on improving the city- 
owned sanctuary. 

“I think their idea is fine in the 
abstract,” observed Jonathan Lo- 
throp, a leader of Citizens For A 
Sensible Airport Plan. But in real- 
ity, he said, the proposal is com- 
promised by its reliance on emi- 
nent-domain takings — a situa- 
tion that recalls the bruising bat- 
tle over the failed Pittsfield Civic 
Authority — and the lack of a plan 
to maintain what currently is a 
neglected conservation property. 


‘Where’s the money?’ 


“If they can’t take care of the 40 
acres right now, where’s the mon- 
ey for the [future] maintenance 
going to come from?” asked Lo- 
throp. 

The runway extension would 
require major earthwork stretch- 
ing across both the current en- 
trance to Wild Acres and South 


Critics believe land swap 
threatens Wild Acres area 


Mountain Road. The latter road 
would become a dead end, and 
access to the main part of the 
sanctuary from the west would 
effectively be blocked, critics say. 

As compensation, a detached, 
6.5-acre parcel west of the run- 
way, at the junction of South 
Mountain and Barker roads, 
would be converted into a picnic 
area under the proposed land 


swap. Taken from the sanctuary: 


in the past, the parcel is contigu- 
ous with a 2.68-acre parcel of 
existing Wild Acres property 
along South Mountain Road that 
would remain under the plan. 
The earthen wall, depicted in a 
drawing as rising as high as 50 
feet above the existing ground 
level, would grow out from a run- 
way end that already looms with- 


in site of the Wild Acres fishing 
WILD ACRES, continued on B4 
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riorities 
quare 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- % 
It was 15 years ago this past May’ 
16, that the Vietnam Memorial in 
Pittsfield was erected in Park’ 
Square. Three years previous to 
that date, the Vietnam Veterans of’ 
Pittsfield were denied by thé’ 
parks department the permission 
to erect a memorial to our fallery 
sisters and brothers in Park 
Square. It was a long (three years) 
and hard road to get permission to: 
have one built, and it was finally’ 
recommended by the historical: 
commission in Boston and urged 
by the Pittsfield City Council that) 
this memorial be placed. & 
Within recent years, memorials 
have been placed in numerous 
places in the city, which, in my 
opinion, is very heart-lifting and a" 
true commitment to honoring ouY 
fallen veterans by our fellow veter* 
ans and our city. But what really 
puzzles me is what does a moose, & 
double-headed cork screw and 4! 
pussy cat have to do with honoring! 
our veterans? is 
When permission was granted in 
1986, the Vietnam veterans weré! 
only permitted an area of 6 feet 
long and 4 feet high. Pll grant yow 
that we all need some culture im 
our lives but, these priorities seem! 
strange. In 1983, the Vietnam 
Memorial was viewed as too mod- 
ern for that period in time. I hope 
this doesn’t send a negative mes- 
sage to our future generations. 
ANTHONY J. MARTINI. 
Pittsfield, Jan. 2, 2003 
The author is a retired sergeant | 
in the United States Air Force and 


Strange 
in Par 


City should look again 
at Burbank Park 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

As someone who walks almost 
daily through Burbank Park, I 
was shocked to hear that the care- 
taker had any responsibilities 
whatsoever. I have never seen or 
heard from anyone else that the 
caretaker was “picking up bird 
and animal droppings, shoveling, 
raking and other minor mainte- 
nance jobs.” In fact, all one has to 
do is take a walk through Bur- 
bank Park, during any season, to 
see the place littered with animal 
droppings (particularly dog and 
geese). 

One should also question the 
modification made by the caretak- 
er to the house. When the caretak- 
er moved into the house, the sec- 
ond floor contained a sliding glass 
door overlooking the lake. The 
caretaker has since replaced that 
beautiful sliding glass door with a 
regular door. Did the caretaker 
obtain city permission to make 
this modification to the house? 

With the financial situation of 
the city, the City Council should be 
looking at all revenue and expen- 
ditures. With almost no responsi- 
bilities and no oversight, is the city 
getting its money’s worth by allow- 
ing someone to live rent-free for 12 
or 13 years in Burbank Park? 

KENNETH WILSON 


Pittsfield, Feb, 3, 3003 
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The pond at the Wild Acres conservation area in Pittsfield is connected 
Expansion of the Pittsfield Muncipal Airport would hurt the pond, critics clai 


Wild Acres threatened, runway foes say 


WILD ACRES from B1 


pond. 

“As far as I can tell, [the earth- 
work] can’t have trees on it, so 
there’s no hiding it,” said Thomas 
J. Sakshaug, also of Citizens For 
A Sensible Airport Plan. “What 
you're losing there is the focus of 
the park, which is the pond.” 

Originally a private estate, Wild 
Acres was loaned to the Izaak 
Walton League of America, a con- 
servation organization, in 1929 to 
serve as a habitat for fish and 
wildfowl. The property has 
remained in a semi-wilderness 
state, even as the airport grew 
nearby. In 1965, the sanctuary 
was deeded to the Pittsfield Con- 
servation Commission. 

Building a new athletic field 
and pavilion will change the char- 
acter of Wild Acres, Sakshaug 
argued. 

“It’s already been run down so 
much, and now this?” he asked. 
“It’s going to be so changed; is it 
worth saving?” 

Sakshaug and Lothrop are 
among neighbors of the airport 
who are challenging the ambi- 
tious, $20 million runway exten- 
sion and terminal upgrade proj- 
ect. Jim Riddle, a former Con- 


servation Commission member ~ 


and city employee, does not live 
near the airport. But as the volun- 
teer caretaker at Wild Acres, he is 
also concerned about the planned 


runway extension. 

“My opinion is that Wild Acres 
was there well before the airport 
was ever there, We have basically 
what I call squatter’s rights,” said 
Riddle. | 

“Everyone’s talking about 
amenities” without thinking 
ahead to how the facilities will be 
maintained, he argued. Even with 
those new facilities, “you’re still 
destroying something that took a 
lot of years to build up, and you’re 
still going to have the noise and 
the fumes. [The runway] is going 
to be right up tight to that pond.” 

A citizens group, the Friends of 
Wild Acres, was formed in 1983 to 


support the city in holding annual ' 


fishing derbies for children, dis- 
abled children and senior citizens 
at the pond. Fred Garner Jr., the 
group’s president, said Wild Acres 
needs attention whether the run- 
way extension proceeds or not. 

“No matter which way it goes, 
Wild Acres has to be looked at be- 
cause it’s a great asset to the com- 
munity,’ he said. “It’s sad that a 
big issue like this had to make it 
focused.” 

The Friends organization is not 
taking a position on the airport 
project. Garner, emphasizing that 
he was speaking for himself, said 
he does not believe a longer run- 
way will damage the Wild Acres 
fishing experience. 

“As a kid, going out to the fish- 


ing derbies, part of the fun was 
watching these little planes come 
in,” he recounted. “Jets — that’s 
another story. But it fit. There’s 
always been an airport; there’s 
always been a fishing derby.” 

still, Garner said he scolded the 
airport consultants for not con- 
sulting his group prior to a Dec. 5’ 
public meeting on the Wild Acres 
land swap. 

Also left out were Jimmie and 
Pauline Giacoletto, who own pro- 
perty north of South Mountain 
Road that would be taken for the 
runway extension and added ‘to 
the sanctuary. 

“They don’t tell you too much. 
That’s one bad thing about” the 
airport project, Jimmie Giacoletto 
said, when asked if he had been 
consulted about the Wild Acres 
plan. 

“Its going to ruin my place if 
they cut the trees down. But hey, 
you can’t stop progress.” 

Bertha Howard, whose nephew, 
Edwin Watroba, owns other pri- 
vate land eyed for the future sanc- 
tuary, said Wild Acres should stay 
where it is. 

“This Wild Acres is such a beau- 
tiful spot, it should not be de- 
stroyed,” she said. “They have 
enough parks in the city — why 
destroy nature?” 

Bill Carey can be reached at 
bearey @berkshireeagle.com. | 


past president of Vietnam Vet pS 
of America Chapter No. 65. L 1D Sy 


Free outdoor movie series planned in Pittsfield 


Pavilion for the dates. 


Current park policy doesn’t allow reservations until the first of the year, 
though McGrath wants the commission to consider exceptions. 

“For annual recurring events, I’m not sure this make sense,” he said. 
“There should be a flexible policy.” 

Commission chairman Mike Filpi won’t support a policy change now. 

“We have to be consistent,” he said. - 

The commission has an established policy about Controy scheduling and 
— given past controversies — Filpi thinks that allowing select exemptions | 
would result in the board being “dragged through the a9 ) 1] Ir 2 1 


Letters must be addressed to the 
general public, not to specific indi-; 
viduals. Writers are limited to one 
letter per 30-day period. The Eagle 
reserves the right to edit letters for 
content, style and length. | 


Writers are not allowed to 


respond to letters critical of their 
letters. The Eagle does not run let- 
ters soliciting funds. The Eaglé 
does not run thank you. letters or 
anonymous letters. Send letters to: 
The Berkshire Eagle, 75 South. 
Church St., Pittsfield, MA 01201. | 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Sara 
Hathaway has announced free 
outdoor “Movies on the Com- 
mon” on Friday nights during the 
months of July and August. 

The movies have been ar- 
ranged by the Pittsfield Parks 
Commission, with help from the 
Pittsfield Public Schools Audio 
Visual Department and funding 
from local businesses. | 

All movies are free of charge 
and will begin at dusk (between 
8:30 and 8:45). 

Movie-goers are asked to bring 


their own blankets, lawn chairs 


and snacks. Ample parking is 
available in the city-owned lot 
across from the Common on First 
Street. 


The lineup for this year’s Sum- 


mer Movie Series on the First 
Street Common follows: 


» July 18 — “A Bug’s Life,” 


sponsored by Downtown Inc. 


b July 25 — “Inspector Gadget,” . 


sponsored by Greylock Federal 
Credit Union. 


b Aug. 1 — “Snow Dogs,” spon- 


sored by K-B Toys. 

D Aug. 8 — “Ice Age,” spon- 
sored by Banknorth. 

D Aug. 15 — “The Rookie,” 
sponsored by Greylock Federal 
Credit Union. 


Dd Aug. 22 — “The Master of 
Disguise,” sponsored by K-B 
Toys. 

Those interested may call the 
Parks Department at 499-9343 or 
the mayor’s office at 499-9321 for 
more information regarding these 
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— Councilor asks Bossidy 


‘ByJackDew | | 
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best used if set aside in 
, Ay. y Councilor at large 
ioe 1s has written to the 
j ace A. Ehssidy, ask- 
y sndorseme nt of the 
; We 

effort comes <*ter the 
Council narrowly rejected a 

of projects that woula have 
»sxel most of the money to ir tall 


Rye ; ity 
new playground equipmen} are 


renovate a number of playing 
fields in Pittsfield’s parks, while 
setting aside $200,000 to leverage 


state and federal grants that 


require matching funds. , 
Before the vote was held at the 


shire idyll 


Le pre-school-age set whiles aw 


a gift to the city’s parks 


| April 


t 
b Va 
' 


22, meeting, a number of 
[pcilors said thi-y felt that the 
cts were, vontrary to Bos- 
és uishes, despite the fact 
‘ene petition asking for the 
money was accompanied by a let- 
ter from him endorsing the proj- 
ects. 

A former CEO of Honeywell 
Inc., he gave the $1 million to 
Pittsfield after he withdrew his 
plan to bring a baseball team to 
the city. When he made the gift, 
Bossidy, a former star athlete at 


- Pittsfield High School, said he 
- intended the money to be used to 


improve the city’s playing fields. 
| While some of the money has 
been spent on equipment used in 
the upkeep of the. fields, about 
$850,000 remains. 

Arlos last week wrote to Bos- 


The Berkshires 


Arlos last week wrote to Bossidy and 
enclosed a copy of the petition. 


sidy and enclosed a copy of a 
petition that would establish the 
Lawrence Bossidy Trust Fund for 
Parks, putting the remainder of 
the money into an account and 


preserving it while using interest 


or any earnings to fund future 
parks projects. 

“T have filed the enclosed peti- 
tion ‘with the City Council be- 
cause I do not want to see your 
generous contribution frittered 
away on projects that the city 
should be paying for,’ Arlos 


2)) 


ay the sunny hours at Burbank Park Beach on Onota Lake in Pittsfield yesterday. 


wrote. “I feel that the contribu- 
tion could help the city for many 
years by serving as a model for 
others to contribute and by mak- 
ing funds available for special 
park projects over the years.” 
Bossidy could not be reached 
for comment yesterday after- 
noon. In a letter that accompa- 
nied the initial request for the 
money to be spent on the parks, 
he wrote that he supported the 
projects and asked that no more 
than 25 percent of his gift be 


. 
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spent on playground equipment. 


The Parks Commission heeded 


his request. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi said he believes 
that Bossidy has already made it 
clear that he supports the plans 
to spend the money redoing 
fields and buying playground 
equipment. “Obviously, he is in 
favor of the proposal that we put 
forward,” Filpi said. “I have 
never received as many phone 
calls from the public as I did 
when the council didn’t approve 
this. People just don’t under- 
stand why it got rejected, and I 
am working with the councilors, 
some of whom voted it down, and 
hopefully we will get this 
approved.” | 

The first petition failed on a tie 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


to endorse trust fund for parks 


vote of 5-5, with one of the 11 
councilors absent. Voting in favor 
of the parks projects were 
Councilors Richard A. Scapin, » 
Mark T Brennan, Ozias “Chuck” 
Vincelette, Joseph O. Guzzo and 
Matthew M. Kerwood. Voting 
against were Arlos, Gerald M. 
Lee, Peter M. Marchetti, Robert 
G. Tuttle and James A. Arpante. 
Ward 6 Councilor Daniel L. 
Bianchi was absent from the 
meetings. By.council rules, a tie 
vote means a petition fails. 

Council President Scapin said 
he hopes to resubmit the original 
parks request at the May 13 
council meeting, when Arlos’ 
petition will also be on the agen- 
da. 

Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew @berkshireeagle.com. 





Parks board will shape 
protocol for sculptures 


Parks commissioners are sick of taking flak for other officials’ 


- eclectic artistic tastes. 


The commissioners plan to create and enforce a rule requiring their 

review of any sculptures planned for display at Park Square. 
“Some of the art that’s in that park now is atrocious,” said commis- 
sioner Eleanor Persip. | 
cae “It’s about time the parks 
commissioners ‘put their foot 
down,” agreed John Marchesi. 
During a review on Mon- 
day of rule revisions planned 
for the downtown park, Persip 
suggested a specific require- 
ment for commission approval 
of any sculptures displayed at 

Sh : S24 the park. 
ee |e) Parks foreman Tony 
What is art? Commissioners want Stracuzziw arned that the next 
a say on Park Square sculptures. Hcat 
anticipated for a brief display 
__ will consist of shopping carts welded together. 

Pieces displayed — some for one year — have included animal 
sculptures, a giant moose and an abstract piece that Persip likened to 


a broken eggbeater. 


“1’m concerned about the length of time art stays there and what | 


types are we going to get confronted with in the future,” Persip said. 
Stracuzzi said that the sculptures are part of the community devel- 


sculpture — a political piece . 


Board plans to ev 


continued from page 1 


Laura Mick in conjunction with § 


Downtown, Inc. 

Sculptures loaned for display are 
insured by the artists, Stracuzzi said, 
though city workers help with logis- 
tics such as transportation of the 
pieces. 

Persip said that the commission 
should be involved — particularly 
since commissioners are being 
blamed for some of the offbeat 
choices. | 

“Tt’s getting almost tobe the laugh- 
ingstock of Pittsfield, you can put 
anything down there,” she said. 

Jane Bresnahan said the issues are 
complex, but warrant discussion. 

“Who decides whether it’s art and 
appropriate to putinto Park Square?” 
she asked. 

Marchesi, the city’s longtime di- 
rector of recreation prior to his retire- 
ment, said decisions about placing 
artwork in the park should be under 
the commission’s control. 

“The parks commission always 
decided what went into Park Square 
andsomewherealong theline...that's 
gone,” he said. “The commission has 
to put its foot down.” 

Marchesi said that the parks are 
under the legal jurisdiction of the 
commission and the board should 
not be bypassed on these public art 

decisions. “ahd 

Bresnahan said that the commis- 
sion — which is completing an up- 
date of all park rules — can formally 
require that all art proposals be 
brought before the commission. 

Though no formal vote was taken 


sensus asked that community ser- 
vices director Jim McGrath incorpo- 
‘ate the art review requirement into 
the draft they expect to put to a vote 
on February 18. > 9 


opment department's cy Bred Y program, coordinated by city staffer 
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aluate park art 


wean? 


The parks commission doesnt 


be 


want city officials installing any more 


public art at Park Square without first receiving the board's approval. 


fied to allow non-physical games, so 

someone could play chess or cards at 

the park. } 
“That's kind of vague right now,” 


Monday; thie commissionets by ton-”' Said Gene Nadeau. 


Commissioners also want the lan- 
euage of the rules changed to be less 
“ dictatorial.” 

“T have a problem with the repeti- 
tion of ‘no person’, ‘no person’,” said 


Commissioners also suggested that Persip. “It just sounds like you're 
a proposed rule prohibiting the play- dictating ... they can be written in a 
ing of gamesat Park Square bemodi- different way.” ! 


w —~ 24 . wv. 


Bresnahan suggested alternate se- 
mantic approaches that focus on the 
forbidden activity — such as camp- 
ing — rather than the person. 


“Inspired im part by the autumn” 


controversy over a planned Park 
Square wedding, the commission has 
spent several meetings reviewing 
updated park rules drafted by 
McGrath. z 

AtMarchesi’s suggestion, the com- 


mission plans to revisit the rules ev- — 


ery February. 
| w 
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Amenties at Wild Acres include a fishing pond, restrooms and a cabin with a sign identifying it as ‘Wilderness Inn.’ 
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ading Wild Acres 


Conservation official sees opportunity in airport plan 


By Biull Carey 


sorkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD -— If the main runway of 
the Pittsfield Municipal Airport is to be 
extended through the Wild Acres pre- 
serve, the commission overseeing the 
preserve is committed to enlarging and 
improving what is now a neglected recre- 
ational facility at-the airport's expense. 

“Here’s an opportunity to refurbish the 
park at no cost to local folks,” said James 
B. Conant, 2 member of the city’s Con- 
servation Commission. “Instead of dwel- 
ling on [the runway extension] as a nega- 
tive, we’d like to make the best positive 
outcome we can make.” 

That outcome, assuming that regulato- 
ry, legal and financial hurdles are cleared, 


Opportunity seen to improve 
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take, we want to get three back.” 
The runway extension would 


reduce Wild Acres by nearly half, . 


taking 21 acres from the existing 
47-acre preserve. Dufresne-Hen- 
ry, in a plan presented in late 
November to the commission and 
explained at an informational 
meeting Dec. 5, has proposed 
enlarging what remains of the 
preserve to as much as 190 acres. 
Ninety-eight of the 164 pro- 
posed new acres — or 60 percent 
— would come from the Watroba 
property, whose owners have said 
they want to keep their land. The 
balanee would be airport-owned 
property, including a 6.5-acre par- 
cel that was previously taken for 
the airport. That parcel is on the 
opposite side of the runway at the 
iunction of South Mountain and 
Barker roads. It is envisioned as a 
yienic area. 
Wild Acres is the former estate 
f C. Dudley Holman. It was lent 
xy Holman’s wife in 1929 to the 
Pittsfield chapter of the Izaak 
Walton League of America “to be 
used as its headquarters and for 
the development of fish rearing 


“that is now to be extended. 


would be a substantially larger but reori- 
ented park with a new access road, athlet- 
ic field, picnic pavilion and education 
center. 


Boundary changes 


The fishing pond that anchors the pre- 
serve would continue to be a focal point, 
but the park boundary, access road and 
other amenities would be shifted to the 
east, to what is now privately owned land. 

Dufresne-Henry, the consulting firm 
working for the Pittsfield Airport. Com- 
mission, estimates that nearly $1 million 
would be spent on new amenities. The 
firm assumes that the money will come 
from the state and federal agencies pay- 
ing the lion’s share of the $20 million air- 
port improvement project. 


and game bird rearing,” according 
to Eagle files. 

The conservation organization 
purchased the property a year 
later. A separate corporation, Wild 
Acres Sanctuary Inc., was formed 
to manage the property, and ties 
to the Walton League were dis- 
solved in 1933. 

In 1965, the sanctuary was 
deeded to the city. A site plan pre- 
pared by Dufresne-Henry shows 
that 12 acres were lopped off that 
same year for the airport runway 


According to Conant, the sanc- 
tuary went into steady decline 


That project calls for extending the air- 
port’s main runway, which runs south- 
west to northeast, and an accompanying 
taxiway. The length is to be added to the 
northeast end, taking the form of a large 
earthwork that would bisect both the cur- 
rent entryway to Wild Acres and South 
Mountain Road. The latter road would 
become a dead end. 

“There’s no question it will be a huge 
impact” on Wild Acres, Conant said. 
“Youre talking about going through the 
current parkland. It downgrades the aes- 
thetics.” 

The Conservation Commission’s view 
is that there should be a “3-to-1 trade for 
land,” he said. “For every acre that they 
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Wild Acres 


of swing sets and scattered picnic. 
tables and benches, 
which have been cast onto the 
frozen surface of the pond. The. 
stub-end of the current ‘airport 
runway rises up to the right as one: 
enters the preserve. | 

Conant said the Conservation’ 
Commission has no budget to 
maintain the sanctuary. | 

“Right now, Wild Acres is a for-. 
gotten facility,” he said. “It’s our 
hope that we can restore the park 
to something the community will 
be excited to have.” | 

He cautioned that many regula-: 


some of' 


after the passage in 1980 of 
Proposition 2 1/2, which limits the 
amount that a municipality can 
raise in taxes. A citizens organiza- 
tion, the Friends of Wild Acres, 
was formed in 1983 to support the 
city in sponsoring annual fishing 
derbies using stocked trout at the 
Wild Acres pond. 

The current infrastructure con- 
sists of a small cluster of build- 
ings, including a maintenance 
garage, a cinder-block restroom 
facility and a main cabin, built of 
logs,- with a sign that says 
“Wilderness Inn.” There are a pair 


tory hurdles and potential routes — 
of appeal stand in the way of the 
airport project. Swapping land to. 
compensate Wild Acres, in. itself, 
will require approval of the state 
Legislature as required by Article 
97 of state law, which protects’ 
against the loss of land set aside’ 
for natural resource purposes. . 
But if the runway extension. 
proceeds, “how can we move 
ahead and keep a recreational 
facility operating at the highest 
level it can be?” Conant asked.» 


“You don’t just, throw ing the 
towel.” e 30 lox. 
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parks plan 
irks Bossid 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The donor of a 
$1 million gift to the city’s parks 
said yesterday that he is frustrat- 
ed with the city’s inability to 
spend the money on much-need- 
ed upgrades to the city’s playing 
fields. 

Lawrence A. Bossidy, the re- 
tired CEO of Honeywell Inc., do- 
nated $1 million to the city after 
he withdrew his plans to bring a 
minor league baseball team to 


Pittsfield in 2001. But two years . 


later, most of the money has not 
been spent and the work he feels 
is urgently needed has not be- 
gun. 

The gift came at the conclusion 
of a lengthy debate in Pittsfield 
over whether the city should 
build a new baseball stadium. 
Bossidy had hoped to acquire a 
minor league team to play in the 
new park, but his plans fell apart 
when legislation to create the 
Pittsfield Civic Authority, which 
would have run the facility, was 
defeated in a special election. 


‘Endless negativism’ 


“I was perhaps disillusioned by 
the situation when I tried to 
bring the baseball team there, 
and this is just another example,” 
Bossidy said. “... How does the 
place ever grow and develop in 
the midst of all this seamless, 
endless negativism? And [Pitts- 
field] has so many virtues to it in 
terms of its location, its culture, 
its schools. It is going to take 
something to galvanize people to 
get something positive done.” 

He added, “The purpose here is 
a simple one: I looked at the play- 
ing fields when I was fin Pitts- 
field] and I was appalled, and I 
want to see something done.” 

The Parks Commission has en- 
dorsed a slate of projects that 
would spend about $550,000 of 
Bossidy’s donation to renovate a 
number of existing fields and to 
build a few new ones. About one- 
quarter of the money would be 
spent on new playground equip- 
ment. 


Even though Bossidy had writ-. 


ten to the Parks Commission to 
endorse the projects, the City 
Council narrowly rejected them, 
and many of the opposing coun- 
cilors said: they felt the plans 
were contrary to Bossidy’s intent. 

Councilor at large Peter G. 
Arlos, one of those opposed to the 
projects, wrote to Bossidy last 
week asking whether the former 
CEO would prefer that the 


—— 


Julie A. Brown 


Larry Bossidy 


money be invested in a trust fund 
from which interest or other 
earnings could be spent on the 
parks. | | 

In a letter to Arlos, Bossidy re- 
jected that plan. “While I under- 
stand your interest in calling 
upon these funds over a number 
of years, I am concerned about 
the current condition of Pitts- 
field’s playing fields and hence I 
am in support of utilizing a large 
portion of the funds now to cure 
this condition.” 

Arlos had said it is the respon- 
sibility of the city, not private cit- 
izens, to fund the upkeep of the 
fields. Therefore, Pittsfield should 
set aside Bossidy’s gift to fund 
“special projects.” 

Bossidy wrote back, “To your 
point, the city should appropriate 
the necessary funds to improve 
playing fields, however my sup- 
port for an early expenditure 
stems from a conviction that this 
won't happen!” 


Arlos to drop trust idea 


In a written statement released 
yesterday, Arlos said he would 
drop his request for the creation 
of a trust, an idea he has been 
touting since Oct. 18, 2001, when 
he first submitted the proposal to 
the City Council. 

Arlos said he would “support 
any proposal that earmarks all re- 
maining funds for the repair and 
rehabilitation of the city’s play- 
ing fields.” That comment would 
indicate that Arlos will not sup- 
port using any of the money for 
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continued from page 1 

creation of new fields, purchase of 
new playground equipment, a con- 
tingency fund and the development 
of an investment account. 

“I think the parks commission did 
a great job,” said Bianchi. “They had 
public input and deliberated thor- 
oughly ... I applaud them ‘or their 
efforts.” , 

Scapin and other council propo- 
nents of the proposal kept it alive by 
referring back to the subcommittee a 
report relating to the parks plan. The 
subcommittee on April 9 tentatively 
endorsed the concept of the invest- 
ment but recommended “filing” the 
report due to concerns with Mayor 
Sara Hathaway’s request to autho- 
rize the money in one lump sum this 
fiscal year. 

In response to the subcommittee’s 
concerns, Hathaway came forward 
with a new order — which is the one 
the full council killed on last week’s 
tie vote. 

On Monday, parks commission- 
ers tried to figure out how to proceed 
given the council’s vote. 

Commissioners ultimately voted 
to authorize chairman Mike Filpi to 
work with the finance subcommit- 
tee. : 

First, however, commissioner 
Eleanor Persip and ward 1 councilor 
Rob Tuttle exchanged heated words. 

Tuttle appeared before the com- 
mission to advocate for the purchase 
of “a little playground equipment” 
for West Memorial Park, which is in 
his district. 

“It's a beautiful park,” he said of 
the space on Cheshire Road across | 
from the Allendale shopping cen- 
ter. | 

“I cannot understand how you 
can stand before us,” she said. 
“Just last Tuesday you gavea ay’ 
vote and rejected our plan.” 

Persip referenced Tuttle’s vote 
against the $550,000 Bossidy allo- 
cation, which some councilors 
objected to because it includes 
playground equipment. 

Tuttle countered that his objec- 
tions to the proposal stemmed 
from his perception of the 
commission’s math and his belief 
the Bossidy money should be in- 
vested, with expenditures funded 
only through interest income. 

“How can we invest and buy 
things too,” said Persip. “It’s one 
or the other.” 

_“T think the money is burning a 
hole in certain people’s pockets,” 
countered Tuttle. 

Community services director 
Jim McGrath said that it might be 
possible to shift some existing 
playground equipment to West 
Memorial Park, particularly as the 
city invests in new equipment for 
some parks, 

Tuttle reacted angrily, suggest- 
ing that his request was being tied - 
into the rejected plan for new 
equipment. 

“Are you telling me all this 
hinges on the Bossidy money?” 
he asked. 

“Your petition has merit and 
we're working on it,” said 
McGrath. 

After several more volleys, the 
commission voted unanimously 
to support transferring additional 
playground equipment to West 
Memorial Park if it is available. 

At the end of Monday’s meet- | 


— 


ing, the commission contemplated 
the future of the Bossidy proposal. 

Scapin, in attendance as council 
liaison, announced that he had sched- 
uled the finance subcommittee meet- 
ing. 

“I have been hammered by people 
because this council did not support 
this money,” said Scapin. 

He réiterated his support for the 
proposal. “You have a great plan,” 
he said. “If Dan Bianchi was there 


I'm sure I would have had my six 


votes.” 

The council president said the city 
Should be acting more thankfully 
toward Bossidy’s donation. 

“Mr. Bossidy has given us a mil- 
lion dollars,” he said. “There’s too 
many games being played here... 
Let’s get on with business.” 


Chairman Filpi said he too was 


disappointed by the council‘s5-5 vote 
and had heard from many residents. 
He outlined a plan to try to build 
support among councilors. 

“I'm working very hard,” he said. 
“T think we should let things fall 
where they may.” 

Filpi vowed to lobby councilors at 
the finance subcommittee meeting 
and asked commissioners to endorse 
three commitments that he feels 
might assuage concerns. 

“After the current project is done, 
we can hold a public review and 
another input session for the [remain- 
ing] money,” he said. “Three years 
from now the needs could be differ- 
ent.” 

He also suggested quarterly up- 


by the Center for Ec 
dates on progress so councilors will participant — helped 
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but Bossidy Bucks will be spent 


know how Bossidy projects are pro- 
ceeding. 

' Filpi will also suggest that the fi- 
nance subcommittee work formally 
with the parks commission to de- 
velop an investment strategy for the 
remaining money. 

“I think this is a pretty good olive 
branch,” he said. “I felt just as bad as 
everybody last week but sometimes 
things like that happen... It’s unfor- 
tunate but I think we can work it out 
if we keep them in the mix and keep 


Textile truck 


Two large trucks were packed with 


-- 


_cool heads.” 


* Redoing the Deming Park base- 
After some debate, commission- ball field 
ers supported Filpi’s approach. _ * Installing playground pieces at 
“We have a plan going with the Kirvin, Deming, Marchisio, Coolidge 
city council, let’s go with it,” said and Clapp parks 
Jane Bresnahan. “Let's get it mov-_« Completing a third girls softball 
ing.” | field atthe Doylecomplex 
In addition to a $100,000 contin- Redoing the Babe Ruth baseball 


gency, the general proposal includes: field at the Doyle site 


* Redoing soccer fields at Kirvin + Constructing two new fields at 
Park Springside Park | 
* Redoing the Kirvin basketball « Redoing soccer and softball fields 


court ~ at Clapp Park. 


reusable textiles during this past weekend's textile drive sponsored . 


ological Technology. Rosemary Coviello and Amy Johns — an Americorps 
process the donations. CET sponsors the brogram each year during Earth Week. 


Officials will support spending Bossidy Bucks | 


Swing vote Bianchi favors parks plan, Arlos switches based on follow-up 


Parks commissioners Eleanor Persip and Jane Bresnahan listen toa ‘“ | 
discussion on the fate of Bossidy Bucks during a Monday meeting. ab | ) Id 3 


Sees 


AEA 


—-. 
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Pittsfield will soon cash in Bossidy Bucks after all. Raa : 

Ward 6 councilor Dan Bianchi, who missed last-week’s 5-5 vote 
that killed a proposal to authorize spending up to $550,000 from a 
donation Larry Bossidy gave for the city parks, favors releasing the 
monies. | 

“I'm going to support it,” said Bianchi. : 

And at-large councilor Peter Arlos —.who wanted all the money 
set aside for investment — plans to reverse his vote against the 
expenditure, based on a Monday letter from Bossidy. | 

“While [Larry Bossidy] agrees with me that the city should be 
living up to its responsibility to fund the parks,” said Arlos, “he 
wants an early expenditure of the funds he has contributed to the 
city because he is concerned about the condition of the city’s playing 
fields.” : | | 

Council president Rick Scapin, a proponent of the parks commission’s 
proposal to upgrade fields and playgrounds, has scheduled a Tuesday 
finance subcommittee meeting to reconsider the issue. 

The matter will then be referred back to the full city council for a May 13 


vote. 

Bianchi — who missed both the finance subcommittee’s April 9 meeting 
and the council’s April 22 meeting — says that Bossidy’s letter endorsing the 
general parameters of the plan makes the issue clear cut. ie 

“Is it how I would suggest spending it? Not necessarily,” said Bianchi. 
“But it’s just like a will, you try to respect the wishes.” 

- The ward 6 councilor said the parks commission conducted a thorough 
process to develop a proposal tthat,includes upgrades to existing fields, 


See PARK page 9 @ | 
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BOSSIDY from Bl 
7 playground equipment. Bossidy: 
said yesterday that he still wants 
the Parks Commission’s version 
of projects — including new 
playground equipment — to be 
supported by the council. 

About $150,000 of Bossidy’s 
gift was spent on equipment 
used in the upkeep of the fields. 
The Parks Commission plan 
would cost an additional $550,000 
with a $100,000 contingency fund 
to cover any Overruns and set 
aside the remaining $200,000 to 
leverage state and federal grants 
that require matching local dol- 
lars. 

Arlos said the city should have 
heeded his advice in 2001, when 
he asked that all the money be 
set aside in a trust fund. 

The original request from the 
Parks Commission for the 
$550,000 failed by a 5-5 vote at 
the April 22 City Council meet- 
ing. The tie, which by council 
rules means the petition loses, 

pees | : ee — MEPS Vie ; | | ee . MS ££ 8g was possible because one of the 
Berkshire Community College students Michael’Esposito and Kerry Heffernan on Sunday fish out : y | te | LU cee He hae 

debris from the Housatonic River branch abutting Clapp Park. | ae | : ee ee i | However, by a procedural quirk, 

se : ; § ae a separate and slightly different 

version of the commission’s 

request appeared later on the 

agenda. That request was re- 

ferred to the Finance Committee, 

: MO oe * Pe - te. ee a ej of which Council President 

Pittsfield’s 2003 Arbor Day cel- \j (A hd “ =... =. Ff _ Richard A. Scapin is chairman. 

ebration included a salute to fm a | ™* oo eC _ Scapin has said he hopes to send 


- ‘ut the petition back to the full coun- 
, Whose 
Arlia “Tommie” Bailey cil when it meets on May 13, 


volunteer efforts on behalf eu g Cae "| ce : ee v _~— ae Ci“ iC mn SS i ee sisi ae | where he hopes it will wig ap- 
pittsiield B eau were laude fa oo ak ie Community services director Jim McGrath on Friday formally int- Srovee . I 
by a contingent of officials and Fam ge. . , aR Se tiates Pittsfield’s “adopt a park” program. The first organization to | jee Dee eibotedchdd 
friends. Shrubs were p fanted at _ fi: l0UrUr i “ iCULKCUD _< sign up, the Retired & Senior Volunteer Program, will take care ofthe | jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 

the Hebert Arboretum in honor : | geo \ First Street Common. “The program will be tailored to the skills the 


of both Bailey and the late Mar- | el groups bring,” said McGrath. “It’s really about community involve- 
garet Armstrong. -  .,. ¥*. 2 Ff ment, community stewardship.” 


Jesse Littlejohn does the dirty work at Clapp Park as par tofa SIX-par k | et Mh ae 

cleanup day on Sunday. While participation in the event was mini- a oe Og ee a oe as 

mal —.in part because Saturday's rain postponed the program — - Judy Gitelson and D on Fly make the rounds at S ringside 
work options abounded for the volunteers who showed up. picking up litter — much of it apparently from motorists. 





=k 


Wednesday, April 23, 2003 


Council rejects park projects 
Proposal for spending $550,000 of Bossidy gift fails on tie vote 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A slate of projects 
that would have renovated fields and 
added playground equipment to a num- 
ber of city parks was narrowly rejected 
by the City Council last night. 

The Parks Commission had asked the 
council for authorization to. spend 
$550,000 of $1 million donated by 
Lawrence A. Bossidy on a host of proj- 


ects, including new soccer, lacrosse and 


softball fields in a number of city parks. 
The request failed on a 5-5 vote. The 
draw was possible because one of the 11 
councilors, Ward 6 Councilor Daniel L. 
Bianchi, was not at the meeting. By rule, 
a petition can only pass if it has the sup- 
port of a majority of the council. 
Councilors opposed to the projects 
spoke of varied concerns, though a num- 
ber of them worried that the use of the 


money was contrary to Bossidy’s wishes. 

Bossidy, a native son and the former 
CEO of Honeywell Inc., made the $1 mil- 
lion donation in 2001 when he withdrew 
plans to bring a minor league baseball 
team to Pittsfield that would have 
played in a new stadium. At the time, he 
asked that the money be used for much- 
needed repairs to the city’s playing 
fields. 


Support from Bossidy 


Parks Commission Chairman Michael 
Filpi told the council last night that the 
projects had been chosen after lengthy 
debate and public input and that 
Bossidy had thrown his support behind 
the plans. Filpi said the commission is 
eager to begin work, though the projects 
would take an estimated two or three 
years to complete. “We certainly want to 
fix the most needy fields first,” he told 
the council. 


Council rejects park plan 


PITTSFIELD from Bl 


Council President Richard A. 
Scapin also urged approval, say- 
ing the money has been languish- 
ing for more than a year while it 
could have been at work in the 
parks, fixing decrepit playing 
fields that he said are becoming a 
danger to the children who use 
them. “I really believe that the 
City Council has to support this. 
Let’s have confidence in our 
Parks Commission,” he said. 

Councilors Arlos, Lee, Peter M. 
Marchetti, Robert G. Tuttle and 
James A. Arpante voted against 
the petition. Councilors Brennan, 
Seapin, Ozias “Chuck” Vince- 
lette, Joseph O. Guzzo and Mat- 
thew M. Kerwood supported it. 

The proposal is not totally 
dead, however. In a procedural 
move that will keep the request 
alive, the council sent an almost 
identical version of the request to 
its Finance Committee for discus- 
sion. That request could re- 
emerge on the agenda for a vote 
when the full council is in ses- 
sion, though it is not clear how 
Ward 6 Councilor Bianchi, who 
was absent, stands on the issue. 

In other business, the council 
gave unanimous approval to a 
new contract with the city’s police 
officers. The agreement calls for 
retroactive pay raises totaling 


abstaining. 

The councilors also approved 
$25,000 in community develop- 
ment block grant money that will 
be used to help plan a downtown 
cinema. center being proposed on 
North Street. 

Meanwhile, the councilors re- 
ferred to its Committee on Com- 
munity and Economic Develop- 
ment a petition from Mayor Sara 
Hathaway asking for support for 
the city’s West Side Initiative and 
to back the creation of a neigh- 
borhood steering group. 


The West Side Initiative would. 


take run-down and empty houses 
and either restore them into hab- 


itable units or demolish them. It 


is a major push by Hathaway and 
her Community Development de- 
partment to boost the city’s poor- 
est neighborhood. 

The council also named Ken- 
neth Grady and James Marby to 
the airport commission by unani- 
mous vote. Filpi’s term on the 
Parks Commission was extended 
and Brenda Brown was named to 


the Commission on, PST Dd 
. ; y 


Even though a letter from Bossidy 
supporting the projects was included in 
the petition, many councilors ques- 
tioned whether too much was being 
spent on playground equipment; 
Bossidy had asked that no more than 25 


percent of the funds be used for that 


purpose. 

Still others said the cash would be far 
better used if the principal were pre- 
served in an interest-bearing account, 
creating a self-perpetuating pool of 
money with which the city could pay for 
parks projects long into the future. . 

Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos said 
spending the money all at once was the 
result of the city’s “instinct of self- 

destruction ... In two years, we will run 
out of money.” 
Councilor at large Gerald M. Lee said 
he objected to the proposal because the 
council would be encumbering money 
that would be spent over the next few 


years, which he said would exceed its 
proper authority. | 

‘We are committing to a spending 
plan for not only this City Council and 
this administration, but also for future 
administrations,” Lee said. “I think the 
concept [of the improvements] is great, 
but I think each project should come in 
and'stand on its own.” 


Repairs badly needed 


Councilors supporting the proposal 
said the money would fund repairs that 
the city desperately needs, that Bossidy 
supports and that Pittsfield would other- 
wise not have the wherewithal to do. 

Ward 3 Councilor Mark T. Brennan 
said, “I think we are looking a gift horse 
in the mouth and splitting hairs over 
where [this money] is going to go, when 
it should be going into the fields right 
now.” 
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Julie A. Brown © 
Michael Filpi, chairman of the Parks 
Commission, speaks at last night’s . 
City Council meeting. 


Springside Park wedding plan approvea 


A second summer wedding has 
been scheduled for a Pittsfield park. 

On Monday, the parks commis- 
sion approved plans for Susan 
Carrigan and Thomas Doner to hold 
a marriage ceremony on August 23 
at Springside Park. 

“It’s always been a nice place for 
us, we grew up there,” said Carrigan, 
who attended Monday’s meeting 
with her father, Bill. 

Carrigan expects about 80 people 
to attend the afternoon ceremony, 
which will be led by a justice of the 
peace. An evening reception will be 
held at another location. 

Commissioners — who made na- 
tional headlines after initially reject- 
ing a Park Square wedding request 
three months ago — posed several 
questions, but approved the request. 


Carrigan said that the couple plans Bill Carriga orts 
to rent a large tent for the ceremony. ceremony at Springside Park. 


“Wedon’twanttotakeanychances,” approved the request. 


“Congratulations and good luck,” 
After several details were spelled said chairman Mike Filpi. 


she said. 


out, the commission unanimously 
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McGrath jokingly p 

- the desired atmosphere at Springside 
Park: “I’ll make sure there are plenty 
Community services director Jim ofbutterflies in the butterfly garden.” 
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Bouton feuds with publisher over Wahconah Park book 


Jim Bouton — who is writing a 
book about his experiences trying to 
field a minor league baseball team at 
Wahconah Park — has cried “foul” 
over allegations of censorship. 

Bouton has terminated his contract 
for the book “Foul Ball” with the 
small publishing house, Public Af- 
fairs. 

The south county resident will in- 
stead self-publish the book. 

“Foul Ball” is Bouton’s version of 
his efforts to field a team at Wahconah 
Park. According to his announce- 
ment, “Bouton recounts his battle 
against the local power elite, who 
wanted to build a new stadium to 


replace Wahconah Park, a project the 
citizens had voted against three dif- 
ferent times.” 

“I call it America’s most costly 
hostage crisis,” said Bouton. “Team 
Owners say, ‘Build me a new sta- 
ditim or you'll never see your team 
again.’ This is happening all over 
America. And the politicians help 
them do it.” : 

According to the announcement, 
“Bouton takes us along on his wild 
ride, into the teeth of corporate mal- 
feasance, anti-democratic process, the 


tyranny of a one-newspaper town, 


and the real reason why the ‘good 
old boys’ want a new stadium.” 


‘i 


Bouton says that a lawyer from 
General Electric invested in Public 
Affairs and subsequently Bouton was 
told to remove certain GE-related 
passages from his book. 

Bouton says he refused, and added 
the material to “Foul Ball,” still on 
target to be available in June. 

Bouton was a major league pitcher 
for the New York Yankees, Seattle 
Pilots, Houston Astros and Atlanta 
Braves. His book, “Ball Four” was 
entered into evidence at the decisive 
arbitration hearing that led to free 
agency in baseball, and the New York 


‘Public Library included it as one of 
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Officials support commission’s 
involvement with art in parks 


Members of the parks commission 
who want a say in municipal art dis- 
plays that involve the parks have the 
support of. Pittsfield’s- elected offi- 
cials. 

The commission is scheduled to 
vote Monday on a new rule that will 
require all public art projects planned 
\for city parks to be brought before 
the commission. 

“It seems reasonable to me that 
they should havea role,” said Mayor 
Sara Hathaway. “I support them.” 

‘Led by commissioner Eleanor 
Persip, the board onFebruary 3 called 
for new rules to ensure that they 
review all art displays in the parks. 
Persip was motivated largely by 
sculptures at Park Square that gener- 
ated comments. 

“Some of the art that’s in the park 
now is atrocious,” she said. 

The art has been placed at Park 
Square — with the ‘participation of 
the parks department — by the city’s 
community development depart- 
ment as part of the city’s “Artscape” 
initiative. A volunteer committee, 
working with city staffers, has se- 
lected works throughanarrangement 
with Chesterwood. - 

Community development director 
Mark Amuso says the involvement 
of the parks commission is welcome 
and that perhaps the parks depart- 
ment may wish to take stewardship 
of the program. 

“From what I understand this is 
almost a non-issue,” he said. 

The parks commiission — which 
has undergone complete turnover 
since Hathaway became mayor — 
has been made aware of the program 
in the past. 

Amuso said it’s inevitable that in- 
dividual pieces of art will garner 


mixed reactions. _ , 

“ Art by its nature has the ability to 
create some controversy,” he said. 
“That's exactly what art is supposed 
to do, stir some passions.” 

Amuso said his department has no 
desire to bypass the parks commis- 
sion and that the artscape program 
should eventually migrate to another 
home, since the community devel- 
opment office specializes in low and 
moderate income projects. 

“The artscape function that exists 
in this department was created to get 
it off the ground,” he said. “Ulti- 
mately it needs to move somewhere 
where it would be more appropri- 
ate. «- * 

City councilors are supportive of 
the parks commission’s desire for 
involvement, though several coun- 


cilors stress they aren’t advocating 


censorship. 

“Everything that goes on in the 
park you need permission for and I 
was under the assumption they al- 
ready had authority,” said Joe Guzzo. 

“If they can regulate who gets 
married there, this seems to be the 
same,” said Gerald Lee. 

Peter Marchetti said all aspects of 
the parks fall under the commission's 
purview. “Give them a break, that’s 
what they get chartered to do,” he 
said. . : 

Rick Scapin, the council’s liaison 
to the commission, said “it’s a great 

» oe 


vv 


idea” to ensure the commission has a 
role in public art. 

“It’s a courtesy but it’s more,” he 
said. “The park commission should 
know what's going on, they have to 
look out for the safety there.” 

Matt Kerwood favors public art 
initiatives even though “I have not 
necessarily liked ali the choices the 
artscape committee has been made.” 

He’s not a big fan of random art at 
Park Square because the city has in- 
vested. considerable resources “to 
really beautify the center square of 
the community.” 

“We have to be very sensitive how 
we utilize that space,” he said. 

Ozias Vincelette said “it sounds 
like a wise idea” for the parks com- 
mission to bein the loop on public art 
at parks. | 

“ After all they do have the respon- 
sibility for the parks,” he said. 

Peter Arlos said the issue is 
straightforward. “It’s part of their 
jurisdiction, to supercede them isn’t 
proper,” he said. 

James Arpante said the parks com- 
mission should have a role but he 
also cautioned about the legalities of 
censorship if the board attempts to 
establish set standards. 

“They have to have clear guide- 
lines,” he said. “They can’t really 
regulate thecontent of the sculptures, 


only the time 4nd manner of the dis- 
plays.” ; olD3 
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Kyle Hopkins, 4, plays yesterday on a spiraling slide in Kirvin 
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Members of the Pittsfield High baseball team give the playing field at Clapp 
terday afternoon. PHS will open its home season this afternoon against Lee 
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Yesterday was warm enough for 9-year-old Kyle Baker, left, Keely Baker, 6, Collin Anderson, 8, and Ryder Fairbank, 8, to have a water fight at the public 
beach at Onota Lake in Pittsfield. ) | 


ROYAL HARTIGAN 


Friends of Springside want to preserve natural qualities 


_ Editor’s Note: The following letter was sent to city officials 
‘ regarding a proposal for new athletic fields at Springside Park. 


lam writing to you as a member of the Friends of Springside 


Park and asacitizen of Pittsfield since 1950. My home is at 1068 © 


North Street and borders Springside Park. 

The Friends group has been active since the 1960s and was 
expanded in 1980 as a grassroots organization dedicated to the 
preservation of the park as a natural resource. We do annual 
cleanups and beautification, nature walks, and cultural events 
to celebrate.the park’s beauty. 2 

We are opposed to the current proposal to place soccer and 
lacrosse fields at the center of the park. We feel that the original 
idea of a public park, especially Springside, is to have a 
dynamic balance of active and specific single-use recreational 
activities around the periphery: with a central major core 
reserved for multiple public uses: walking, jogging, bicycling, 
family picnics, bird watching, plant and animal study, and 
simple enjoyment of nature. 

_ Parks are an irreplaceable resource that once lost are gone 
forever. Enjoyment and connection with nature is a developed 
activity and is the essence of whata park is and how the people 
of Pittsfield, Berkshire County, and New England have al- 
ways used this unique asset since its donation to the city by the 
Miller family in 1910. Throughout the park’s history attempts 

rave made to compromise the park’sintegrity and the citizens 
of . Pittsfield have joined together to preserve the park as a 
natwural space. # 
O'ne current proposal would locate the new playing fields at 
the «core of the park’s natural space, the center of the largest 
meaclow, filled with unique plant and animal life, and near a 
brook: that constitutes a wetlands area. This meadow is an 
essenti:al part of the park’s public and multiple use area, with 
all kindss of daily activities, including nature walks, plant and 


animal c observation, ‘frisbee games, photography, painting, 


music meaking, evening sky and star gazing, and personal 
reflection avnd enjoyment. | 
We are nvot opposed to the development of playing fields, 


but to locate these fields in the middle of the largest meadow 
at the center of the park would destroy its natural beauty, 
preventing the public from using the fenced-in area for the 


multiple uses noted above. We feel that there already is a 


developed area at the northern part of the park near Benedict 


Road that has the electricity, lighting, water, and toilets that a 


series of playing fields would require. 


The Benedict Road area also has a paved road and parking 


lot that the proposed area does not, thus saving the proposed 
area from unnecessary paving, new parking lot construction, 
and the traffic and noise that would accompany them, and 
effectively destroy the park’s essence. With the addition of a 
new softball field this year, the park will have four fields at the 
Benedict Road site in addition to the two (basketball and a 
complete little league complex) near Springside Avenue. This 
total of six major athletic field areas is already limiting the 
natural aspects of the park and seems to be a tolerable maxi- 
mum percentage of the park for single-use athletics. 

We also realize that the creation of yet more fields in this 
disrupted central area could lead in future years to the devel- 
opment of even more intrusive projects that would wipe out 
the park entirely, such as lighting, toilets, paved roads and 
parking lots, and eventually destructive activities like a golf 
course, more playing fields, and other restrictive single-use 
activities. We feel that the heart of the park is for multiple use 


by all the citizens of the area, and should not be artificially 


limited to organized league players. A park is a public re- 
source for enjoyment of all, not a private development for the 


benefit of the few. 

We request that the Park Commission consider locating the 
new fields that Mr. Bossidy has generously made possible 
either at another area or Pittsfield Park that may not have any 
present fields, or at the Benedict Road area near the present 
athletic complex, which already has in place the necessary 
infrastructure of electricity, lighting, water access, toilets, 
roads, and parking lots. | 

The location of the proposed fields at another park with less 
or no trees, no sloping plain, and less unique natural habitat 
would seem the most logical and efficient way to use the funds 
since it would require far less transformation costs. The land 
excavation, grading, and preparation near the present Benedict 
Road complex would not be significantly different than the 
proposed meadow area, since the meadow area is a hilly area 
with a natural slope and many trees. 

The placement of the new fields at these alternate sites 
would insure the efficient use of Mr. Bossidy’s funding at a 
lower cost, allow for new fields, and leave undisturbed the 
priceless public multiple-use natural resource that the major 
central part of Springside Park has always been. In fact, the 
location of unfenced fields as part of the Reid Middle School 
lawns behind the school would offer another alternative, 
allowing easy access via the existing school roads and open 
spaces that could be linked to school athletic uses. 

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to 
helping maintain Springside Park as a unique natural resource 
for all the citizens of Pittsfield. 





ae 


Saturday, April 19, 2003 


Bossidy 
donation 
eyed for 


upgrade 
of parks 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Council will 

be asked on Tuesday to endorse a slate of 
major park improvements that will be 
financed entirely with money given to 
Pittsfield by native son Lawrence A. 
Bossidy. . 
_ The projects would cost an estimated 
$550,000, and would build new soccer, 
lacrosse and softball fields in a number of 
city parks while upgrading playground 
equipment and buildings. 

If approved by the council, the money 
would come from a $1 million gift made 
by Bossidy, the 
former CEO of 
Honeywell Inc., 
to the city’s 
parks system. 
Bossidy, who 
has in the past 
voiced concerns 
about how his 
gift was being 
handled, has 
sent a letter to 
the Parks Com- 
mission endors- 


ing the slate of : | 
cise so L mideltonted 
Bossidy wrote to learn that 


to Parks Com- 


iM Ga avg me SCUCTOL DATKS 


C Naser man , . 
Michael Filpi on will be the 


March 7, “You recipient of 
are correct in much needed. 


assuming that 


the main intent upgrades.’ 

of my donation 

was to improve ee CTTYy 
Bossidy 


Eagle file 


and preserve 
the city’s play- 
ing fields. 
Hence, I’m de- 
lighted to learn that several parks will be 
the recipient of much needed upgrades.” 

The list of projects includes renovating 
a number of city fields, including the soc- 
cer field and basketball court at Kirvin 
Park, the baseball diamond at Deming 


° 


_ Park, and the soccer field at Clapp Park. 


The city would also construct a third 
softball field at the Doyle Memorial 
Complex, and build two new soccer and 
lacrosse fields at Springside Park, where 
it would also install bathrooms at a ball 
field. : 

Parks projects in Pittsfield have at 
times become controversial as residents 
and athletic groups argue over which 
parks are the most deserving. The proj- 
ects being proposed now were only sug- 
gested following a public input session 
and extensive discussion among the 
commissioners. 

Director of Community Services James 
McGrath, who oversees Pittsfield’s 24 
parks, said the money will be spent on 
“the playgrounds that need new, updated 
equipment the most. The fields we are 
upgrading are the ones that are the most 
heavily used in the city and the ones with 
the greatest safety concerns.” 

“This is a wonderful windfall, a mag- 
nificent gift that Mr. Bossidy has left to 
the city and we are looking to spend it 
appropriately,’ McGrath said. 


$200,000 for matching funds 


The request to the council would also 


set aside an additional $200,000 that 


could be used to attract state and federal 
grants that require the city to match all 
or a portion of the public money with dol- 
lars of its own. Filpi said he hopes the 
existence of that fund will encourage the 
broader community to invest in the parks 


and help prop them up during what is: 


expected to be a difficult budget year. 
While an earlier version of the parks 


FUNDS, continued on B5 


Mayor stunned 
by rejection of 


city parks plan 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Despite a narrow 
defeat in the City Council last Tuesday, 
Mayor Sara Hathaway and the Parks 
Commission are not likely to change a 
slate of projects that would renovate 
fields and add playground equipment to 
a number of Pittsfield’s public parks 

The council rejected a list of projects 
that would have been funded with 
$550,000 from a gift of $1 million made 
by city native Lawrence A. Bossidy, the 
former CEO of Honeywell Inc. Included 
on the list were plans to build or restore 
soccer, lacrosse, baseball and softball 
fields at a half-dozen parks. 

The proposal died on a 5-5 vote at 
Tuesday’s meeting, stunning City Coun- 
cil President Richard A. Scapin, Hath- 
away and Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi. Foremost among the op- 
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Funds eyed 
for upgrade 
of city parks 


FUNDS from B1 


request had been given to the 
council and rejected by its 
finance committee, officials said 
it was dismissed for a purely 
technical reason that has been 
corrected; the funds have been 
restructured so they can bridge 
two fiscal years, which will save 
the city from having to re-appro- | 
priate the money or hold it over 
when the current fiscal year ends 
on June 30. 

If the council approves the 
funding request, McGrath said 
he and his department will begin 
ironingout “the nuts and bolts,” 
including how each project can 
be done while causing the least 
amount of disturbance to the peo- 
ple and teams who rely on the 
parks for recreation. McGrath 
hopes all of the projects can be 
completed in three years. 

_ Jack Dew can be reached at 


jdew@eberksherceagle cmp | 4 Is 3 : 


Mayor stunned by rejection of parks plan 


MAYOR from B1 


posing councilors’ concerns was a 
fear that the plan went against 


. Bossidy’s wishes, despite the fact 


that a letter from Bossidy endors- 
ing the projects was attached to 
the spending request. 

“T was astounded that they con- 
sidered this controversial,” Hath- 
away said Friday. “I thought Mr. 
Filpi did a fine job of explaining 
away the concerns that some 
councilors had raised, and I felt 
that this was an example of how 
not to treat the Parks Commission 


and how not to treat a donor who’ 


has been waiting patiently to see 
the fruits of his gift. I was 
amazed.” 

Despite the loss on a tie vote, 
which was made possible because 
Ward 6 Councilor Daniel L. Bi- 
anchi was absent, a version of the 
proposal is still legislatively alive. 
For procedural reasons, a slightly 
different petition was on the 


| council’s agenda last Tuesday. It 
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Ice free 


Fisherman Jeremy Brown of Pittsfi 
Thursday. According to Eagle files, 


reports — was March 26 in 1913 and again in 1995. The latest, April 30, was recorded in 1940. 


| Y |42)>3 
parks. Its residents, in particular its children 
deserve to have beautiful parks 
city should act quickly on u 
funds to make that a reality. 


The Bossidy bucks 


When Larry Bossidy donated $1 million to 
the city, The Eagle warned the generous former 
Pittsfield resident that he would have to 


was referred back to the council’s 
finance committee. 

Scapin, who is chairman of the 
finance committee and a strong 
supporter of the projects that 
have been proposed, said he 
hopes to schedule a meeting soon 
and to reapprove the parks plan 
in time for it to appear on the 
agenda of the council’s May 13 
meeting. 

“T was shocked at what I was 
hearing [at last Tuesday’s council 
meeting],” Scapin said. “The 
thing that upset me most is that 
Mr. Bossidy has been keeping a 
close eye on what’s going on. ... 
He has got to be sitting there say- 
ing, ‘What is up with these peo- 
ple? I gave them $1 million and 
they don’t even know how to 
spend it.”” 

Bossidy, a former star athlete at 
Pittsfield High School, gave the 
money to the city after he drop- 
ped his effort to bring a minor 
league baseball team here. Pitts- 


field has spent some of the money 
on equipment used in the upkeep 
of the fields, but the bulk of the 
gift has sat in the city coffers, 
earning interest while the Parks 
Commission has tried to decide 
how to spend it. , 

The proposal sent to the council 
was the result of several months 
of work by the commission, 


including a meeting to gather 


public input. Filpi had written to 
Bossidy to determine whether the 
retired CEO would support using 
a portion of the gift to buy play- 
ground equipment. Bossidy re- 
sponded that no more than 25 
percent should be used for that 
purpose, and the rest should be 
spent on the playing fields. 

The commission agreed, and 
submitted a request to the council 
in which 23 percent would have 
been used for playground equip- 


‘ment. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew @berkshireeagle.com. 
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eld walks along the shore of an ice-less Pontoosue Lake on 


the earliest ice-out date for the lake — based on anecdotal 


endure the spectacle of the Pittsfield Ol 
Council nitpicking over what to do with his 
gift. Tuesday night, the council parsed letters 
from Mr. Bossidy like scholars poring over an 
ancient hieroglyphic before voting to do noth- 
ing. The plan presented by Parks Commission 
Chairman Michael Filpi has been endorsed by 
Mr. Bossidy and is in essence a good one. The 
city’s parks have been slowly deteriorating and 
need to be rehabilitated. This means more than 
just playing fields within the parks, and no 
more money should be poured into Wahconah 
Park, which has already soaked up far too 
much city money at the expense of the city’s 
public parks. Spending plans on the parks 
should be made for the long term. Councilor 
G@rald S. Lee argued that the council should 
not commit future councils to its spending 
plan, but in fact the council regularly makes 
decisions that future councils must live with.: 
The city once had a collection of beautiful 
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Bossidy Bucks proposal 


endorsed but not funded 


A general plan to spend the Bossidy Bucks passed muster Wednesday but 
the logistics continue to confound city officials. 
The city council’s finance subcommittee endorsed the basic parameters of 


a plan to spend $550,000 of a $1 million gift Larry Bossidy gave to boost the 


city’s parks. 


But the subcommittee pecommiended that Mayor Sara Hathaway’s offi- 


cial order releasing the money be rejected. 

“These darn million dollar contributions really do throw us for a loop,” 
said ward 4 councilor Ozias Vincelette. 

_ The parks commission last month approved a field upgrade and play- 
ground equipment plan with an estimated $550,000 budget. 

Mayor Sara Hathaway endorsed the plan and the finance subcommittee 
on Wednesday — despite some misgivings about particular elements — 
added its affirmation. 

But finance subcommittee members heeded a warning from treasurer G. 
Richard Bordeau that approving the $550,000 order. now — with two 
months left in the fiscal year — could have complications if the money, isn’t 
spent or encumbered by June 30. 

Avoid loss of interest 
“There's a great deal of sensitivity about this Bossidy fund and the 
interest,” said Bordeau. 

The treasurer says that if the $550,000 is removed from a special account 

_ ii stops earning interest. And if it is removed and not spent, separating it 
from the city’s general funds could prove complex. 

“If that money isn’t encumbered and you move it over, you have a real 
problem, ” said Bordeau. “I would strongly suggest you deal on an as- 
needed basis, that way you’re earning interest.” 

The fund currently has about $843,000 remaining; some $181,000 was 
spent in 2001 on parks department vehicles and related equipment. 

After considerable discussion, at-large councilor Gerald Lee successfully 
moved — over the objections of council president Rick Scapin — to endorse 
the general plan but not the $550,000 mayoral order. 

The commission’s plan—largely created by community services director 
Jim McGrath and parks maintenance foreman Tony Stracuzzi — targets 
major field work at Kirvin Park, Deming Park, Clapp Park, the Doyle 
softball complex and Springside Park. It also includes playground expen- 
ditures at several parks. | 
_ “We've tried to be responsive to community input,” said McGrath. 

Lee questioned a vague proposal to spend $20,000 at Coolidge Park and 
a plan to spend $10,000 for a restroom at Springside Park. 


_ “With those exceptions I think Mr. Bossidy’s intent is being heeded,” said . 


Lee. “It would seem to me that the Bossidy money was never intended for 
a restroom.” | 

McGrath said the cneued aed Coolidge investment is based on commu- 
nity requests and that “there clearly is a need.” The restroom, to be located 
in a concession stand planned by the North Little League, would serve all 
of Springside Park and a proposed handicapped-accessible playground. 

Ward 3 councilor Mark Brennan questioned why certain fields, including 
one used for youth baseball at Marchisio Park, weren’t included. 

He would prefer field upgrades to playground equipment at some sites. 

“The minor league fields are just horrible,” he said. : 

McGrath said that decisions reflect which fields “are the most heavily 
used by the leagues.” He explained that “we had to sort out where the real 
need was, where there were safety concerns.” 

Investment questions 

Another discussion’ point is a plan to leave at least $200,000 unspent for 
future investment and to possiblyleverage other grants. 

At-large councilor Peter Arlos wants more saved and less spent. “If we 
want to have this fund in perpetuity, we should establish a trust and not 
spend the principal,” he said. “Otherwise there won’t be any funds in three 
Years. -<. 

Lee countered that the parks need an investment now and that was 
Bossidy’s intention. ° 

“He said use it for the kids, he didn’t say put it in the bank,” said Lee. 

Parks commission chairman Mike Filpi said he wants to see progress but 
he also wants the money maximized as work advances. “If I can save this 
parks commission $3 by getting someone [volunteering] there to save labor, 
the savings will go back to the investment account,” he said. 

Parks commissioner Gene Nadeau said that fields should be the top 
priority, not playground equipment. He noted that Bossidy specified that 
notanore than 25 percent of any allocation should go toward playground 
equipment. 

“We're treading on dangerous territory there,” he said, as the $550,000 
plan is weighted to more than 25 percent for equipment. 

Scapin said that the 25 percent instruction must be respected. He 
commended the efforts to prepare the spending plan. 

“This is money well spent,” said the council president. 

By following Bordeau’s suggestion to mete out money as specific ele- 
ments of the plan are finalized, Scapin said there would be assurances of 
careful scrutiny. | 

“It’s going to come outa little bit at a time, there’ s going to be checks and 
balances,” he said. 

The finance subcommittee’s recommendation to endorse the plan but not 
approve releasing the $550,000 will be referred to the full city council. 

Parks foreman Stracuzzi said this approach can work, allowing the 
development of specific plans for the release of the first installment. 

“We can go out and get more prices and Roe pas he >To 3 


City parks up for 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Common 
on First Street is among the first 
of the city’s public parks to be 
“adopted” under a newly launch- 
ed program sponsored by the 
Parks Department. 

The aim of the Adopt-a-Park 
initiative is to “marry the skills 
and talents of volunteers with the 


_ needs of a particular park,” said 


James R. McGrath, Pittsfield’s 
director of community services. 
The Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program recently adopted the 
Common, McGrath said. 


Several organizations 


“The RSVP folks are doing 
things like painting wooden 
signs. They also are a presence in 
the park, reporting maintenance 
problems that need to be attend- 


- ed to,” he said. 


Other organizations have sign- 
ed on to adopt various parks, 


Hebert Arboretum (Springside 
Park) and the Christian Center 
(Tucker Park). The Scalise family 
has adopted Pontoosuc Lake 
Park, which is situated near the 
family’s property on Hancock 
Road. 

All of the city’s parks and con- 
servation properties are eligible 
for adoption by groups or individ- 
uals, McGrath said. 


Litter, graffiti 


Those wishing to adopt a park 
must sign a one-year agreement 
that specifies the duties that will 
be performed and that estimates 
the number of hours that will be 
spent in a particular park every 
month. 

Volunteers set their own sched- 
ules, but the agreement requires 
them to work in a park at least 
four times per year. 

Picking up litter, removing 
graffiti, sweeping courts and 
pathways, pulling weeds, raking 


‘adop tion’ 
ong DIR tasks-Volunteers can 


perform. 

Large-scale maintenance jobs, 
such as the overhaul of a playing 
field, will not generally be under- 
taken by volunteers, McGrath . 
said. Volunteers also are encour- 
aged to bring their own tools; the 
Parks Department provides such 
items as gloves and plastic bags. 

“This is a way to encourage 
stewardship of our parks and 
augment the work of the Parks 
Department,” said Councilor at 
large Matthew M. Kerwood, the 
author of a petition concerning 
the program. “It’s also an excel- 
lent opportunity for organiza- 
tions — scouting comes to mind, 
but that’s just one example — to 
achieve their own goals by hav- 
ing people work together.” 

Additional information about 
the Adopt-a-Park program is 
available by calling the Parks 
Department at 499-9343. The de- 
partment also has a Web site: 


McGrath said, including the leaves and caring for trees are 


www.pittsfieldparks.org. 


Commission OKs report 
on Black Bears’ expenses 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A report of 
expenses incurred by the Berk- 
shire Black Bears baseball club 
has been approved by the Parks 
Commission — with some modi- 
fications. 

The vote at Monday night’s 
meeting was two in favor and one 
opposed; two of the five members 
of the commission were absent 
from the panel’s meeting at 
Springside House on North 
Street. 


Action delayed 


Last week, the commission 
delayed action on the expense 
report, which is a key element of 
a license agreement between the 
Northern League team and the 
city as the owner of Wahconah 
Park. The agreement provides 
that the team spend a minimum 
of $150,000 on improvements to 
the park during the pact’s two- 
year term. The expense report is 
the official documentation of 
those costs and is subject to the 
Parks Commission’s approval. 

At a meeting on April 29, parks 
commissioners Eugene Nadeau 
and John C. Marchesi said they 
had questions about some of the 
items that the Black Bears 
claimed as expenses in the 
report. Among the items were 
new: concession equipment and 
$3,500 for recycling costs. 

On Monday night, Nadeau, 
who voted against acceptance of 
the report, said he did so because 
he wants firmer assurances that 
the team will not seek reimburse- 
ment from the city for expenses 
that exceed $150,000. 

Nadeau said that while he is 
aware that Michael Kardamis, 
the team’s president and general 


— 


manager, was quoted in The 
Eagle as having said that the 
team — not the city — would ab- 
sorb any expenses that exceed 
$150,000, he would like to see that 
declaration in a legal document, 
perhaps in a supplement to the 
license agreement. 

“Nothing against The Eagle, 
but it’s not a legal document,” he 
said. 

Nadeau also criticized the ex- 
pense report, contending that it 
does not detail the financial in- 
formation clearly enough. 

David Potts, the longtime advo- 
cate of Wahconah Park rehabilita- 
tion, urged the board to “stick to 
the contract” by invoking a 
clause that requires the parties’ 
communications concerning the 
contract to be in writing. 

Maintenance Foreman An- 
thony Stracuzzi told the commis- 
sion that he was present at a 


meeting between Kardamis and 


James McGrath, the city’s direc- 
tor of community services, dur- 
ing which he said Kardamis 
laughed at the suggestion that 
the team might seek reimburse- 
ment from the city. 

The commission, said Stracuz- 
zi, “should take the man at his 
word.” 

McGrath said that Kardamis 
“has been put on notice” that 
future expense reports must be 
in a format that adheres more 
closely to generally accepted 
standards of financial reporting: 
He also noted that the license 
agreement makes no provision 
for the team to seek reimburse- 
ment from the city for expendi- 
tures in excess of the agreed- 
upon limit. 

The commissioners agreed 
Monday night that the license 
agreement needs S)7)0 ae 


However, they were uncertain 
about how to remedy what they 
see as its defects, which include a 
lack of specific language con- 
cerning goods and services that 
may be claimed as improvements 
to the park and charged against 
the $150,000 minimum. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi urged his col- 
leagues to accept the report and 
rely on McGrath and Stracuzzi to 
safeguard the city’s interests 
under the licensing agreement. 

To do otherwise, said Filpi, 
would send a message to the 
Black Bears and to teams that 
may succeed it in Wahconah Park 
that “you can’t get anything 
done” in Pittsfield. 

If the expense report were to be 
sent to the City Council’s audit 
committee, Filpi predicted, it 
would move indefinitely “in a cir- 
cle” between boards, committees 
and commissions. 


‘Trying to fill seats’ 

“We’re just tying these people’s 
hands,” Filpi said of the Black 
Bears’ management. He said that 
the team should be allowed to 
proceed with the work of attract- 
ing people to Wahconah Park and 
“trying to fill seats.” 

Parks Commission member 
Eleanor Persip said that while 
she believes the license agree- 
ment is deficient, she does not 
know “where we go from here” to 
improve it. | 

Persip voted in favor of Filpi’s 
motion to approve the expense ' 
report with a recommendation 
that the Black Bears provide an- 
other report at the end of the 
playing season and that the team 
give written assurances that it 
will not seek reimbursement 
from the city for expenditures 
that exceed $150,000. 





Love in the square 


As traffic whizzes by, 
couple tie the knot 


By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Stacey Carver 
vowed yesterday “to love Allen despite 
his many flaws,” and Allen Harris Jr, 
promised “to accommodate Stacey by 
providing vacations, foot rubs, house- 
keeping and any other request she 
deems reasonable and appropriate.” 

Carver and Harris thus entered into 
the annals of matrimony in a ceremony 
that will be remembered less for the 


an earlier, disapproving vote and gave 
its blessing to the ceremony. But the 
permission applied only to Carver and 
Harris, counseled the liability-con- 
scious board. 

That pretty much was the arrange- 
ment with the minister, who wasn’t a 
minister. 

“I was approved by the governor to 
serve as a one-day officiate,” said Tom 
Fahey of Dalton, a friend of the bride 
and groom. 


DAVID J. POTTS 


, 


Bossidy Bucks shoutdn 't be misused — 


Mr. Bossidy’s generous donation _It was my opinion that providing 
on September 28, 2001, was accom- himapreview of the“ drafted plan of 
panied by a letter — instructions, if expenditure” would solicit further 
you care to interpret it as such. clarification of the intent. eco 

In my opinion, theletterwaspretty My suggestion was discussed at. 
self-explanatory. It read, “Iam en- the next park commission meeting 
closing a check for $1 million, pay- anditwas decided thata letter would 
able to the City, but directed to the besentto Mr. Bossidy through Chair- 
Parks Commission for the preserva- man Filpi. 3 
tion and improvement of the City’s _In a return letter dated March 7, 
playing fields, including Wahconah 2003, Mr. Bossidy reiterated, “You 
Park, if Cliff Nilan deems appropri- arecorrectin assuming that the main 
ate.” (Cliff Nilan was Chairman of 


tiontodoso. i | 

I believe it was only through the 
“power ,of suggestion” that Mr:: 
Bossidy lent his support to that pro- 
posal. Furthermore, by stating that 
he would like no more than 25% of 


any one-years disbursements to used 


for this purpose, it’s safe to assume 
that Mr. Bossidy expects the dona- 
tion will be around for more than one 
year. 

The current” Plan of Expenditures” 


ne EEEmEEESEnna RES a a i a ET 
the Parks Commission at the time of J don’t believe the intent of the donation 


the donation) 


On July 9, 2002, Mr. Bossidy sent a was to subsidize the budget. 


letter to Mayor Hathaway, which 

paraphrased, demonstrates Mr. intent of my donation was to im- 
Bossidy’s frustration in attempting _ PFOV€ & preserve the City’s playing 
to clarify the intent of the donation. fields." “With respect to whether 
It read, “I have been requested on donated funds could be used to ac- 


everal occasions to restate that the quire playground equipment, it 1s 
unds were to be used exclusively, important to inform you that I sup- 
‘or the preservation and improve- Pot this proposal.” “Nonetheless, | 
nent of the City’s playing fields.” “I would like no more than 25% of any 
would hope that the youth of the one-years disbursements of these 
city would be allowed the joy and funds be used for this purpose.” 
‘ontentment offered by well con- Mr. Bossidy’s response to the BEG: 
tructed and properly maintained posal to'use a portion of the donation 
slaying fields.” towards assisting in creating a 
December 4, 2002, there was a “Boundless Playground” at 
meeting held to gather public input Springside Park wasas follows: "I've 
onhow thecommunity felt the dona- always been supportive of physically 
tion should be utilized. Several sug- challenged children. However, it is 
gestions were heard and taken un- My view that funds for construction 
der advisement by the Board of Park of an all access playground should 
Commissioners. The predominant be provided either by the city or the 
suggestion wasto follow theinstruc-_ State. Therefore, I am not in agree- 
tions. | ment with this proposal.” 
bserving the progress of the Park 
mmission and the Community 


expenditure, I wrote a letter to the 
rk commissioners, suggesting that ©° 


I suggest to the city council that 
the request for authorizing the use of 
‘vices Director in drafting a plan $550,000 from the “Bossidy Parks 
Donation” account, is partially in 
ntradiction to the intent of the do- 


has the remaining $850,000 already 
earmarked for disbursement yet 
there’s no way all these projects can 
be accomplished this year. 3 
I would also point out the expen- 
diture of $10,000 for (accessible bath- 
rooms for the Boundless Playground) 
at Springside Park. | 
This expenditure is in direct con- 
tradiction with Mr. Bossidy’s re- 
sponse on the subject. 
_ It'sadeliberate attempt to circum- 
vent Mr. Bossidy’s wishes and fun- 
nel a portion of the donation into a 
project contrary to the intent of the 
bequest. | 
There’s several avenues of fund- 
ing available to the Boundless Play- 
eround project and the park com- 
mission has already provided one of 
them by donating a portion of a city 
owned park for construction of the 
playground. KayBee toys has made 
‘a donation towards the project and 
I’ve personally provided the contact 
numbers of two other possible cor- 
porate donors. x ss 


Sai wae ae vows than for the loca- ‘ : don’t think that’s the proper term, [is igen nce they were a new commission) nation. The purchase of playground The Parks Commission. and the 
Pe Aes ayn Bea ae ae Sais traf- join pine ee ayaa for one day” to %," ! ee | 2y send a letter, written by Chair- equipment lies within: the ability of City of Pittsfield would be well ad- 
town. More than 100 ae Sa Pe added. “Alle jase aes car et ie in Filpi to Mr. Bossidy both thank- the city to fund the ParkDepartment's vised to use Mr. Bossidy’s gift in the 
Hatten dengan baer ee Lat ae le : ta one id a ee i the x him for the gift and expressing budget. I don’t believe the intent of manner in which itwasintended and 
tions and intriguing sculpture, the park Does Fahey have cl staat Aepirationa? ir desire to comply with the intent the donation was to subsidize that not atom : to become a ee 
was gussied up for a wedding after the “No, it was pretty much me or my his donation: budget or replace the city's obliga- Prop” in the upcoming election. 
city’s Parks Commission relented from COUPLE, continued on B4 | | . = | » 2 


Top, Allen Harris Jr. of 
Dalton looks at his 
watch 10 minutes before 
his wedding to Stacey 
Carver of Dalton, as his 
father, Allen Harris Sr. of 
Dalton, and Jan Clark of 
Peru look on in Park 
Square in Pittsfield 
yesterday afternoon. 


- Couple wed in Park Square 


_ COUPLE from B1 


friend Jer” — Jeremy Smith, the Th LU 
‘ e 
best man, he explained. “One of oe aco 


. on e be the best man and one dressed mM a ) } i ) 
ad to do the ceremony.” J Wd 
Smith, dressed in the wedding- black tuxedo, f 
party standard black tuxedo and white shirt and 

Middle, longtime frien jo RN Ai 
Tom ac aa inane ee sone mais oh 

7 “ 2 Bs Bao rae ee P a ‘Friar Fahey’ the whole time,” h 
officiates at Harris and | US ans ea Se ' offered Poa 
Carver’s wedding | ee sie : i As the crowd was serenaded 
ceremony. At right, with classical music by The Rosa- 


Harris and Carver leave . cn i _mund ‘Trio, Fahey, who uses a 
Park Square as 8 wheelchair, took up position un- 


husband and wife after der a tree at the end of a tempo- 
rary runway marked out with silk 


the nuptials. ee ~*~ > , : - . ribbon 

Vics : Ee ee “T think it’s lovely,” observed a 
woman who was visiting from 
New York and passing by the 


reer ismene pone ne Tale, Sepa ia 
ee a 
Hanger th Ree pulled he Don upline pasion 
a gh a eee nen ibe ak ont ed 
ea ae on ey Noy a se 
bouquet of Vendella cos ane ae ee ae ea ee 


blue hydrangea 
RA was prett erf »” x 
Accompanied by her father, beaming. ist oe Re 


Beebe Sr, oe Laie the Just then, someone shouted 
where arris, from a passi Lk } 
ete in a black tuxedo, white tions!” Be aha es. | 
preacher-collar shirt and match- A re 

ception fi 

ing white sneakers, waited with Crowne Se eee Pa 


the rest of the wedding party. 

Fahey used a microphone to be 
heard over the playful summer 
breeze and circling traffic. 

“The tradition of the wedding 
ceremony spans the world and 
transcends time. ... It has been 
the pursuit of this same everlast- 
ang bond that has forged the 
romantic and memorable ties of 


Photos by Julie A. Brown / 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 





Sunset serenade 


The late-day sun shines on Pittsfield’s 
second year, is sponsored by Live 105.5 FM and Greylock Federal Credit Union. 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 


Thursday, July 10, 2003 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


‘Live on the Lake’ concert yesterday at Burbank Park on Onota Lake. The concert series, now in its 
Performing yesterday was Pimp, a rock group. Next week, 


July 16, will bring the Albert Cummings Blues Band to the lake. 


= ———_—_ mg 


uu we Web: www.BerkshireEagle.com 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Thursday, July 24, 2003 


Pittsfield beach to be location 


for ‘Perfect Town’ co 


". By Tony Dobrowolski 
i ad Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commis- 
sion has unanimously approved a Los 
Angeles film company’s request to allow 


footage for a national TV commercial to. 


be shot at Pontoosuc Lake. 


Jeff MacLean, the film company’s 


New England site coordinator, said the 
Walgreens Pharmacy chain was interest- 
ed in having Pontoosuc Lake serve as 


the beach site for a 30-second spot in its - 


fictional “Perfect Town” series of televi- 
sion commercials. 
MacLean said his company planned to 


shoot the footage at the lake on Monday, 
Aug. 4. In case of rain, filming would take 
place on Wednesday, Aug. 6, he said. 


Other county sites 


The company also plans to shoot com- 
mercial footage at several other county 
sites, including the Vietnam Veterans Me- 
morial Skating Rink in North Adams, 
Ventfort Hall in Lenox and Wahconah 
Park. 

“How did you find out about Pitts- 
field?” board member Jane Bresnahan 
asked MacLean. 

MacLean said after a different film 
production company shot footage for a 


mmercial | 


Walgreens TV ad in Stockbridge and Len- 
ox last year, his clients saw the “Perfect 
Town” as being in Berkshire County, 
specifically Pittsfield. 

“They had a mission to do the com- 
mercial in the Berkshires from the get- 
go,” he said. “The only other shot is in Co- 
hasset.” 

Pontoosuc Lake was chosen as the site 
of the beach because, “it’s a beautiful 
view with mountains,” MacLean said. 

“Rirst and foremost this is great that 
this is coming to Pittsfield,” board Chair- 


COMMERCIAL, continued on A4 


Ed Paquette, left, and 
Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfi 


City to be in commercial 


COMMERCIAL from Al 


man Michael Filpi said, “Maybe 
something will spin off from this 
and they will come back here.” 
MacLean said the company 
planned to shoot footage in a 
waterfront area on the Hancock 
Road side of the lake, and at what 
used to be widely known as 
Muscle Beach on the North Street 
side, an area located between the 
dam on Hancock Road and the 
Ponterril boathouse off Route 7. 
In one scene, plans call for a 
superimposed bottle of water to 
drop out of the sky to an actor sit- 
ting on the beach, MacLean said. 
The other scene would be shot 
under the premise that the beach 
in the town of “Perfect” would be 
located under a cloudless sky, 
unless the cloud was also perfect. 
MacLean said the scene would 
be shot with an actor watching 
the sun set over the lake. A cloud 
would be added to the sky in post- 
production, MacLean said. 


New beach to be built 


In order to shoot the commer- 
cial spot, MacLean said the film 
company will build a sandy beach 
on a 30-foot-by-30-foot area of 
Muscle Beach, and in a 100-foot- 
by-120-foot area on the Hancock 
Road side. He said the company 
will remove the sand on the 


Muscle Beach side, but leave the 
beach it creates on Hancock 
Road. : 

The beach on Hancock Road 
will be in an area located below a 
series of steps that lead from the 
second parking lot located on the 
north side of the road coming 
from the North Street intersec- 
tion. 

“What the city gets out of this is 
we're getting a beach engineered 
and constructed for us at no cost 
to the city,” James McGrath, the 
city’s director of community serv- 
ices, told the board. 

Putting a beach in that area will 

also keep people from swimming — 
in the boat channel nearest the | 
dam, McGrath said. 
“It?s been a goal of the Parks 
Department since I’ve been on to 
recreate that beach there,” 
McGrath added. “This is a way to 
getitdone.” — 

MacLean said the film crew 
would consist of 75 people, with 
90 or 30 extras and actors partici- 
pating in the beach scenes. The 
beach areas will be closed while 
filming takes place. He said the 
film company plans to find a loca- 


tion close to thd lake where the 
actors e their 
cars. } 

Tony b/owols can a 


reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Scott Dias paddle a canoe past Muscle Beach on. 


eld. The location will be used in a commercial shoot. — 


aS. 
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Drowning victim 


pulled from Onota 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Police pulled 
the body of an unidentified young 
man, the victim of an apparent 
drowning, from Onota Lake early 
yesterday morning. 

At around 5:30, a pair of kayak- 
ers found the man floating face- 
down near a rope swing popular 
with teenagers, Pittsfield Police 
said yesterday. The Fire Depart- 
ment’s dive team removed the 
body and police discovered a pair 
of jeans and a shirt along the bank 
believed to have belonged to the 
victim, but found no identifica- 
tion. . 
Late teens or 20s 


According to police Detective 
Peter T. McGuire, the man is 
believed to have been in his late 


teens or early 20s and had close- 
cropped, brown hair and a thin 
beard. Police suspect he drowned 
sometime on the Fourth of July, 
when Onota Lake was crowded 
with holiday visitors. 

An autopsy yesterday conclud- 
ed that the victim died by acci- 
dental drowning, but police would 
say little else about the case. They 
were asking for assistance from 
the public in identifying the man, 
who was 5 feet 11 inches tall and 
was wearing tan shorts when they 
pulled him from the water. On the 
shore, they found a pair of baggy 
Levi pants and a long-sleeved 
shirt, size extra large, with a yel- 
low “Expres-so” logo on the front 
with two crossed flags and an 
eagle in the middle. 


At Onota Lake yesterday, the 
DROWNING, continued on A4 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Sunday, July 6, 2003 


; C8B vem 
Three Pittsfield Police officers pull into dock after retrieving the 
body of a drowning victim from Onota Lake yesterday. 


Man drowns in Onota 1 
swing area would be the site of 
this kind of tragedy. He said 
rope swing area, which 1s about teenagers take advantage of its 
900 feet away from the boat 
launch, was deserted. A few 
boaters and jet-ski riders were on 
the water, while sunbathers and 


DROWNING from Al 


anglers lined the shore. 


Sitting on a picnic bench early 
in the afternoon, Zach Sweener, 
22, and Shawn Maxwell, 21, had 
not yet heard of the drowning, but 
when told that the body had been 
found. near the rope swing, they 


were not surprised. 


“Tt’s pretty dangerous,” Max- 
well said. “The water is kind of 
shallow there, and there are 
rocks, and you have to be smart 
about what you are doing.” 

Nearby, Bob Martin, 52, a fre- 
quent visitor to the lake, said he 
has long worried that the rope 


mm 


ota Lake : 


seclusion to hold illicit parties 
where they drink and use drugs. 
“Ts not a good place to go,” 
Martin said. “It’s out of sight, out 
of mind over there, and there are 
always people partying there. I 
walk over there a lot, and you just 
see nothing but beer and whiskey 
pottles all over the place.” 
~ Pittsfield Police yesterday 
would not comment on whether 
the victim had been drinking 
Friday before the drowning. 
Police asked anyone with infor- 
mation on the ‘drowning to con- 
tact them at (413) 448-9700. 
Jack Dew can be reached at 
4dew berkshireeagle.com. 


(a. 


Eagles Band to play 
at Springside House 


PITTSFIELD — The Eagles 
Band will present the second in ° 
its series of three free “Concerts 
In The Park” on Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
on the lawn of Springside House, 
874 North St. : | 

Music director Robert Salzman 
will lead the 50-piece community 

ensemble in a traditional wind 
band program of marches, light. 
classics, and show music. 

Concert-goers should bring 
lawn chairs and blankets for seat- 
ing. In case of inclement weather, ' 
the concert will be held at the | 


Berkshire via | 4 y 


ADOPT-A-PARK is a pro- 


Onota music fest bands 
must play inside pavilion 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Onota Lake 
will be the site of a music festival 
the first weekend in August, but it 
appears all of the entertainment 
will take place inside Controy 
Pavilion. 

The five members of the Parks 
Commission voted unanimously 
Monday night to deny a request 
by festival organizer Rinaldo Del 
Gallo III to have a stage that will 
provide musical entertainment 
for children moved out of Controy 
Pavilion into a different location 
in Burbank Park. 


Sound ‘will stink’ 


Del Gallo said if both the chil- 
dren’s stage and main entertain- 
ment stage remain inside the 
pavilion as currently planned, the 
musical acts will clash and the 
patrons’ enjoyment will be limit- 
ed. The music festival is sched- 
uled to take place Aug. 2 and 3. 

“There’s going to be a substan- 
tial sound difference,’ Del Gallo 
said. “You will hear the sound 
from the other stage and it will 
stink.” 

John Williams, who said he 
would be the engineer for the 
main stage during the festival, 
told the commission that having 
musicians performing inside the 


pavilion on both stages simulta- 
neously, “would be acoustically 
and logistically a nightmare.” 

Williams added that the pavil 
ion only contains four electrica 
circuits and that the main stage 
iia probably need to use ther 

He asked the board if the chil- 
dren’s stage could be relocated at 
either the park’s bathhouse or the 
boathouse. 

The Park Commission on July 7 
voted unanimously to approve 
the music festival, but with sever- 
al conditions, including the stipu- 
lation that all the entertainment 
take place inside Controy Pavil- 
ion. 

“One condition was that we 
keep everything inside Controy 


Pavilion,” board member Jane | 


Bresnahan said. “I don’t even 

know why this is being raised.” 
The -board also required Del 

Gallo to pay for two city police 


officers to provide security for the | 
event and that he secure a certifi- » 


cate of insurance. 

Saying he was unable to meet 
the latter two conditions, Del 
Gallo filed a lawsuit against the 
city of Pittsfield in Berkshire 
Superior Court, claiming city offi- 
cials had violated his First 
Amendment rights. 


9 Vos B4 | 


Rope swing 
at Onota Lake 
is taken down 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A rope swing situated 
on Onota Lake near where the body of a 
drowning victim was found Saturday has 
been removed. 

The swing, which officials have said 
was particularly popular with young peo- 
ple, was taken down soon after the body 
of 18-year-old Jesse M. Brazee of Pitts- 
field was found in the lake. | 

James McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services, said yesterday that 
the swing was removed because it was_ 
unsafe. The drowning drew official atten- 
tion to the swing, which was neither 
installed nor sanctioned the city, said 
McGrath. “ j le lyr 

“The history of rope swings, as I un 
stand it, is that as quickly as they are 

ROPE SWING, continued on B4 
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Onota music festival bands 
must play inside pavilion 


DEL GALLO from Bl 


Del Gallo is a spokesman for 


the Berkshire Fatherhood Coali- © 


tion, an incorporated group that 
he said “broke away” from a larg- 
er organization some time ago. In 
previous appearances in front of 
the Park Commission, Del Gallo 
said the festival would also 
include “political speech” con- 
cerning shared parenting, an 
issue his organization is involved 
mc 

One day before his lawsuit was 
to be heard in Superior Court, the 
city reached a settlement with 
Del Gallo that allowed the festival 
to take place. 

Referring to notes from a previ- 
ous board meeting Monday night, 
Chairman Michael Filpi said, “so 
far we’ve been anti-constitutional 
and anti-kids, now we’re anti-hav- 
ing a good time.” 

“No matter what we do, Mr. Del 
Gallo, you keep coming back and 
just chipping away,” Eleanor 
Persip said. She said if Del Gallo 
had organized the festival proper- 
ly, “we would not have to go 
through this.” 

“T don’t like the fact that you're 
changing things from month to 
month,” John Marchesi shouted. 
“You agreed [to the condition]. 
Now you want to change your 
mind. This upsets me.” 


night, Michael White, a volunteer 
caretaker for Pitt Park, asked the 
board if that park would among 
those throughout the city that are 
eligible to receive playground 
equipment and other improve- 
ments through the $1 million 
donation Pittsfield native Lawr- 
ence.A. Bossidy provided to the 
city. 

Filpi said only eight of the city’s 
23 parks were included in the ini- 
tial list of parks scheduled to re- _ 
ceive improvements through the 
Bossidy funding. He said the 
needs.of the NA 15 city 


parks will be conside F at a later 
date. : 
“There is NY, By, y 


body out,” Filpi said. 


; “Out of respect tor the fans, the 
park and the security, I don’t 
think it’s a big deal,” Del Gallo 
said. “I know you guys are upset 
at me, but at the end of the day 
it?s not about Rinaldo Del Gallo, 
it’s about the kids and the artists 
who perform.” | 

In other business Monday 


a 


gram that brings individu- - 


Rope swing 
at Onota Lake 
is taken down 


ROPE SWING from B1 


appearance of 


|}. als and organizations to- 
gether to help maintain the © 


public 


parks. Volunteer tasks may. . 
include: trash pickup, re- | 
porting graffiti/ vandalism/ - 
needed ‘repairs, weeding, 
raking, cleaning picnic ta- 
bles/benches, teaching a 


i Skill/craft to children, spe-: . 


taken down, a new one is put up,” 
said McGrath. 

Police investigating Brazee’s 
drowning have not suggested 
that it was connected with the 
swing. The circumstances of his 
death remained under investiga- 
tion yesterday; he was last seen 
on Friday at 7 p.m. His body was 

|» found by two kayakers the next » aah, 
‘ morning. 

McGrath said yesterday. that 
“some pretty good-size rocks” 
submerged in relatively shallow 
water extend eight or 10 feet from 
shore near the swing, increasing 
the risk of injury to those who ' 
may be unfamiliar with the area. 

Any other rope swings found 
on city property will be removed, 


os Ny Jo3 


projects. 


help! 


_— — — —_— - 


cial planting and painting; 
The Retired & 
Senior Volunteer Program 
has adopted the Common 
Park facility on First Street 
and would welcome your = 
If you're over 55 
years of age or interested 
In volunteering at Common 
Park, please contact RSVP 
at placinerte Ag All oth- 
please contact th 
Parks & Recreation De- 
partment at 413-499-9343 


Fe ee 
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Eagles Band concert series opens ‘Tuesday 


PITTSFIELD — The Eagles 
Band will present the first in its 
series of three “Concerts in the 
Park” on Tuesday at 7 p.m. on the 
lawn of Springside House, 874 
North St. 

Guest conductors Deanna 
Fraher and Diane Nichols will 


band program of marches, light 
classics, swing, and show music. 

Admission to the hour-long 
concert is free. Concert-goers are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs 
and blankets for seating. In case 
of inclement weather, the concert 
will be held at the Berkshire 


present the 50-piece community Museum. 


ensemble in a traditional wind 


in 1936 and is the official band of 
the city of Pittsfield. The concert 
series is sponsored by the: Pitts- 
field Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Public Arts Re- 
source Center, and American 
Speedy Printing. 

The other concerts in the ser- 
ies will be held July 15 at Spring- 
side Park and Aug. 5 at the 


The Eagles Band was founded 6 TRY) oe Onota Lake. 
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Sunday, August 3, 2003 


Music fest draws 
|meager audience 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — After several weeks of. 


controversy that peaked with a lawsuit 
against the city, yesterday’s start of a two- 
day music festival and event espousing a 
revision of child custody laws drew a 
meager crowd. - 

_ Under low, gray skies and draped in a 
wet wool blanket of humidity, a few 
dozen celebrants gathered yesterday on 
the shores of Onota Lake in Burbank 
Park, lured by the more than 30 acts 
scheduled to perform over two days. 

The Berkshire Music Festival on the 
Lake was billed by its creator, Rinaldo 
Del Gallo III, as both a “Kids’ Woodstock” 
and a “celebration of shared parenting.” 
He organized the event on a shoestring 
budget, wooing musicians, clowns and 
puppeteers to perform for free. 

Yesterday afternoon, Jodi LaPlante 
was dancing on a blanket with her 2-year- 
old daughter, Zenani, who was laughing 
and twirling to the music. LaPlante said 
she had been attracted by both the free 
entertainment and the politics. | 

“Iwas mostly looking for something to 
do in Berkshire County with the kids, 
and this is wonderful,” she said. “And I 
also wanted to support the cause — I 
think it’s a really good cause and impor- 
tant to support it. ... Sometimes, I think 
that things that are free don’t get a large 
response, but this is a wonderful event.” 

Del Gallo organized the concert through 
his Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition, an 
unincorporated group that is dedicated 
to changing the state’s child custody 
laws, rewriting them so that judges 
would have to grant both parents equal 
time with their children following a 
divorce, unless either the mother or 


A day at the beach 


is Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
yeh 
2b Jb lo 
Lifeguard Alexa Martin keeps an eye on people cavorting at the Burbank Park beach at Onota Lake yesterday. — 


‘Sometimes, I think 
that things that are 

_ free don’t get a large 
response, but this is 
a wonderful event.’ 


father were shown to be unfit. 

While Del Gallo had said before the 
event that he would speak on shared par- 
enting for several minutes before each 
act on the adult stage, he downplayed the 
politics yesterday. He said in an inter- 
view that he was somewhat disappointed 
with the low turnout. | 


Weather blamed for turnout 


“T wish it was more. I think the weath- 
er in the morning definitely hurt the 
crowd, but we’ve had a few hundred 
here, and a lot of kids came to see [jazz 
singer] Vikki True, and the marionette 
show has been a big hit,” he said. 
“Hopefully, the weather [today] will 
improve and we will get a little bit better 
of a crowd.” 

In the weeks leading up to the concert, 
Del Gallo became a frequent petitioner of 
the City Council and the Parks Com- 
mission. He won free use of Pittsfield’s 
mobile stage and of the Controy Pavilion 
in Burbank Park. 

When Pittsfield asked him to hire 
police officers and secure an insurance 
policy to protect the city from liability, 
Del Gallo filed a lawsuit, claiming the 
city was trying to infringe on his rights of 
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Jodi LaPlante dances with her 2-year-old daughter, Zenani, yesterday at the 


Berkshire Music Festival at Burbank Park in Pittsfield. 





Springside Park advocates op 


Advocates of Springside Park op- 


. pose a planat the North Street site for | 
two athletic fields. 


Representatives of the Friends of 
Springside Park addressed a parks 
commissioner meeting Monday to 
speak against a plan that parks de- 
partment officials had proposed to 
construct two playing fields in a 


-meadow area in the center of the 


park. 

“We're a pretty loose group,’ ’ Bill 
Carrigan said. “But when the park is 
threatened we unite unbelievably.” 

The city’s need for these athletic 
fields, said parks director Jim 
McGrath, stems from a rising inter- 
est in soccer and lacrosse. 

“We are not against playing fields 
at all,” Royal Hartigan said. “But this 
[plan] would destroy the nature of 
the park.. . Thisisa very, very, unique 
place.” 


The group’sresident naturalist Vic- 


tor Capelli said that putting fields in 
the park would destroy the natural 


$4 — The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, August 3, 2003 _ 


Photo ar Mark Baer 


Leah Leblanc, left, and Shannon Griffin, both 5, play yesterday in a puddle left from Friday’s 
heavy rain at the Berkshire Music Festival on the Lake at Burbank Park in Ese es 


Music festival draws meager audience 


seemed concerned about the poli- 
tics. 

Thanks to the steady rainfall 
Friday, the grass field in front of 
the stage had been turned into a 
swamp, and children splashed, 
ran and dove in a giant puddle 
while Del Gallo tried to pump the 
water into the lake. 


‘Here for the fun’ 


A father who identified himself 
only as Mark brought his son and 


MUSIC from Bl 


free speech. The suit was settled, 
with the city waiving its request 
for insurance and agreeing to pro- 
vide security at a reduced rate. 
Yesterday, Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos visited the concert 
site in the early afternoon and 
called it a disappointment. He 
said the press and city officials 
had blown the scale of the event 
out of proportion, wrongly pre- 
dicting a large turnout, which 


sparked the demands of insur- 
ance and security and in turn trig- 
gered the lawsuit. 

“They fed it, as if there was 
going to be a massive crowd that 
would have to be controlled,” 
Arlos said. “Common sense 
should have told them when [Del 
Gallo] appeared before those 
boards that he had no support. He 
never had a group of people with 
him.” 

Arlos said many were turned off 
by the political message: “People 


a Baer 
Rinaldo Del Gallo II 


know what shared parenting 
means — it means you don’t pay 
child support, and that’s a damag- 
ing, scheming thing that people 
don’t like.” 

But few people yesterday 


nephew for the day. While they 
swam in the nearby lake, he sat in 
a lawn chair and enjoyed the 
music. 

“T’m here just for the fun of it,” 
he said. “I read about it in the 
paper and it seemed like some- 
thing good to do.” 

The concert continues today, 


with entertainment scheduled 


from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 


jdew @berkshireeagle.com. 


element of the park. 


“ Anybody who is into the natural 


world as I am would have to echo 
Royal’s comments,” he said. Capelli 
said the natural elements of the par 
include wetlands, more than 50 spe 
cies of trees, more than 125 species of 
wild flower and “relic tree and plant 
communities.” 

“This would be setting a prece- 
dent for development of the park,” 
he said. 

Judy Gitelson said “it would be a 
negative change.” The retired educa- 
tor said that schools use the natural 
environment of the park and its fa- 
cilities for educational purposes. 

Hartigan and others raised con- 
cerns that the distance from major 
roads to the proposed fields presents 
a maintenance problem. Being so iso- 


lated, off-road vehicles could come 


in at night and destroy the fields and 
the rest of the park. Also, incase ofan 


emergency, the interior location 


could be difficult to reach by ambu- 
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lance or fire truck. “There are very 


Caded. * “And Pittsfield has a very 
poor record of maintenance, espe- 
cially the parks department.” 


somewhere else with the necessary 
infrastructure,” Hartigan said. He 
suggested using land on publicschool 
property where there are already 
parking lots and roadways. Other 
suggestions included two existing 
parks—Coolidge park and Rookpark, 


located behind Herberg Middle — 


School. 

As a neighbor of the park, Eliza- 
beth Kulas said that she would like to 
see a better plan from city officials — 
includinga vision, anassessment and 
more public input. 

“I would like a vision developed 
for the best possible use of this park 
in enhancing the lives of those who 
live in Pittsfield,” she said. 

Echoing Capelli’s remarks, she said 


w 


that the park serves asa “nature pre: 
serve by default.” 

McGrath stressed to the park ad- 
voeates that the Springside proposal 
is part of a preliminary plan to find 

new fields. 

“We need a minimum of two new 
fields in Pittsfield,” he said. “Prefer- 
ably two fields side by side.” 

However, he said the parks de- 
partment is open to considering two 
fields that aren’t adjacent to each 
other and he will look “across the 
gamut of city properties.” 

The department was developing a 
number of criteria and a range of 
options for the land where two fields 
could be placed, he said. “It will be 
well thought out, it will be well de- 
signed,” he said. 

Furthermore, he said the parks 
department will look at other prop- 


pose plan for athletic fields 


erties suggested at the meeting and ~ 
nothing was “set in stone.” | 

“There will be further opportunity 
for public input,” he said... 

“T will not help to disserve the area 
of Springside park,” said commis- 
sioner John Marchesi. He said that 
the Friends of Springside were “in 
therightball track” voicing concerns, 
saying that a similar groundswell of 
opposition at one time prevented a 


new high school — Taconic — from 


being built on the park land. Also, he 
said past grassroots opposition pre- 
vented a public golf course from be- 
ing built on the Springside land. 

“There are other possibilities out 
there,” commissioner Gene Nadeau 
said. Eleanor Persip said that the 
board would “take a really good 
strong look” at the suggestions and 
complaints raised. 
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Safety last foe Eagle, Parks ey 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: - 

As a member of the Berkshire 
Fatherhood Coalition, and a sing- 
er/songwriter who will be playing 
in the Berkshire Music Festival 
on the Lake this upcoming week- 
end, I was repulsed by your July 
25 editorial, “First Amendment 
Takes a Beating.” Perhaps, least 
offensive is the continual calling 
of attorney Rinaldo Del Gallo’s 
lawsuit a “nuisance lawsuit,” de- 
spite being provided with case 
after case that holds that indigent 
speakers cannot be priced out of 
the First Amendment market- 
place by the imposition of unfair 


requirements for police patrols 


and insurance. But this reckless 
disregard of the truth is far sur- 
passed by The Eagle’s (and the 
Park Commission’s for that mat- 
ter) reckless disregard of the safe- 
ty of the children. 

As many know, our music festi- 
val will feature a stellar children’s 
performance series known as 
“The Kids Woodstock.” Obvious- 
ly, this will attract many children 
of tender years, all of whom will 
want to take a dip in the water. 
The primary reason the Berk- 
shire Fatherhood Coalition want- 
ed to have the Kids Woodstock by 
the bathhouse is that if children 
go swimming, they will be pro- 
tected by a lifeguard. 

I believe it obvious to the gen- 


its article about the Park Com- 
mission meeting or the follow-up 
editorial did The Fagle ever once 
mention the issue of safety. The 
No. 1 accidental cause of death of 
children is drowning. 

As any police officer would tell 
you, crowd control is much easier 
done when people are dispersed 
over a larger area, instead of con- 
centrating them in one central 
location. That’s why we limit the 
number of people in buildings, 
stadiums, and other public gath- 
ering spots. 

It is a great irony that many in 
Pittsfield think the event is to. 
take place inside the Controy Pa- 
vilion building, an incorrect 
understanding caused by one of 
The Eagle’s articles, when the 
event will take place on the lawns 
of the Controy Pavilion. How 
many people will not come be- 
cause of this misunderstanding? 
The mistake was an understand- 
able error, given the unfortunate 
use of the expression “inside the — 
Controy Pavilion” by both Del 
Gallo and the Parks Commission. 

Al Pier, caretaker of the Con- 
troy Pavilion, has saved the day 
by allowing the Kids Woodstock 
tent to be placed by his house. 
Hopefully, this will improve the 
sound and the artistic integrity of 
the performers. This benefits 
both ng aa and the audience 


eral public that where there is a fi 
draw for children, the safety of Wo i GMT GHAgH ; 
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Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Tuesday, August 5, 2003 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Elise Passamana catches a cold bottle of water that drops from the sky at Pontoosuc Lake 
during yesterday’s shooting of a Walgreens ‘Perfect Day at the Beach’ commercial. 


‘Idyllic’ Pittsfield beach 


is setting 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It was cloudy, wet and mug- 
gy at Pontoosuc Lake yesterday — not exactly 
perfect beach weather. 

However, the elements did not deter a film 
crew from spending the entire day at the lake 
yesterday shooting footage for a 30-second 
national television commercial. 

The Walgreens Pharmacy chain chose Pon- 
toosuc Lake to be the site of “the perfect beach” 
in its series of a “Town Called Perfect” commer- 
cials. The perfect beach spot is one of seven new 
commercials Walgreens is shooting. 

Most of the shooting for the new ads will take 


for commercial 


place at sites in Berkshire County. The crew will 
be shooting scenes for other commercials at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Skating Rink in 
North Adams today, at Ventfort Hall in Lenox 
tomorrow and at IS183, Art School of the 
Berkshires, in Stockbridge on Thursday, pro- 
ducer Michael Rafayko said. 

Bonnie Gordon, Walgreens manager of cre- 
ative broadcasting, said three of the new com- 
mercials depict perfect holidays, while the other 
spots are intended to depict the perfect beach, 
baseball game, school and birthday party. 

One of the holiday commercials, which 
depicts Halloween, will air in mid-October, 
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General News 


Joel Librizz! / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The cast and crew for a Walgreens commercial converge on shores of Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. 


Pittsfield beach is setting for 


PERFECT from Al 


while the other two will be tele- 
vised beginning in mid-Novem- 
ber. The film crew has already 
shot some of the holiday commer- 
cial footage in the Boston area, 
Gordon said. 

The other commercials, includ- 
ing the perfect beach, won’t air 
until mid-January, she said. 

Walgreens shot commercial 
footage in Befkshire County for a 
differerit series-of ads in Lenox 
and, Stockbridge last year. The 
company liked the area so much it 
decited to return this year. 

“We’re trying’ create a place 
called ‘Perfect,’ ” Gordon said. 
“It’s not a perfect time or place. 
It’s just somewhere serene and 
beautiful, like this area if you 
came to a particular place.” 

Gordon said Pontoosuc Lake 
was chosen to be the site of “the 
perfect beach” because it’s “such 
an idyllic setting,” Gordon said. 


Morning rain 


It rained at the lake yesterday 
morning, but Rafayko said the 
film crew, which consisted of 80 
members, never thought about 
not filming. 

“The crew’s here. We have 
everything booked,” Rafayko 
said. “You get what you get.” 

There were a few concessions to 
the weather. Filming was original- 
ly scheduled to take place at two 
sites around the lake — a 30-foot- 

°.-foot area just south of the 


Ponterril Boathouse and at a 100- 
by-200-foot site located off Han- 
cock Road. But Rafayko said it 
was decided to limit shooting to 
just the Hancock Road site, be- 
cause Sunday’s bad weather de- 
layed the start of yesterday’s 
shooting. 

“To make the company move 
now would take about an hour 
and a half,” Rafayko said around 
midafternoon yesterday. 

Rafayko said crew members 
had built a sandy beach for shoot- 
ing on the Hancock Road site. 
The crew put down the sand Sun- 
day and covered it, but heavy 
rains washed most of it into the 
lake. Sand will be added into the 
commercial during post-produc- 
tion, Rafayko said. 

When the Park Commission al- 
lowed the film crew to shoot 
footage at the lake last month, 
James McGrath, the city’s direc- 
tor of community services, said 
plans called for the sand to be left 
at the Hancock Road site for use 
as a sandy beach. 

But Rafayko said yesterday the 
company planned to remove the 
sand after it was done filming. 
During negotiations to use the 
lake, city officials said they want- 
ed the film,company to leave the 
sand, but then decided against it, 
according to Rafayko. | 

Gordon said the perfect beach 
commercial will begin with an 
aerial shot of umbrellas. Viewers 


commercial 


will then sée umbrellas turn and 
bring the water bottles from out of 
the-sky down to the land. One wa- 
ter bottle will drop into the hand 
of a young woman sitting in a 
chair. The commercial will close 
with a “perfect cloud” blocking 
the sun. The cloud and blue sky 
will be added in post-production, 
Gordon said. 

The commercial has eight act- 
ors. Six of them were selected 
from Berkshire County theater 
groups, such as the Berkshire and 
Williamstown theater festivals. 
One actor, Aaron Norris of New 
York City, participated in the re- 
cent production of “Damn Yank- 
ees” at Wahconah Park. 

Klise Passamana, 19, who plays 
the woman who plucks the water 
bottle out of the air, is an appren- 
tice at the Williamstown Theatre 
Festival. 

The other two actors, 16-year- 
old Matt Rush of Lenox and 21- 
year-old Kevin Ahern of Pitts- 
field, were selected by the com- 
mercial’s casting director, who 
went to different county sites 
looking for extras. Rush, who is a 
lifeguard at the Lenox Town 
Beach, said people involved in the 
commercial came to the beach 
and took his picture, then told 
him later that he had been select- 
ed. 

“I was the lucky one who got 
called,” Rush said. He said his act- 
ing skills were limited to a play in 
which he acted in seventh grade. 

“That’s about it,” he said. 





Historic status closer for Wahcona 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


\§ | 
PITTSFIELD — Wahconah Park has cleared a key hurdle 
on the course toward inclusion on the National Register of 


Historic Places, where it could be eligible for state grants to- 


help maintain the ballpark. 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission last week 
declared. Wahconah Park eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places, an announcement that will let Pittsfield 
move forward in the lengthy nomination process that has 
been under way for more than a year. 

The ballpark has been home to baseball games since 1892, 
according to some local historians, and its grandstand has 
undergone little alteration since it was built in the 1950s. 

The City Council and Mayor Sara Hathaway had both 
pushed for its inclusion on the national list. If it makes it 
through the nomination process, it could qualify for up to 
$100,000 from a pool of $5 million to $6 million in special 
grants given out each year to help maintain historic locations 
in the state. 

Ward 7 City Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo has been the lead- 
ing voice in the effort to have Wahconah included on the 
national list. He issued an announcement that the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission has found the park eli- 
gible for listing, which means it must now go through the 
nomination process to the state and then, if approved at that 
level, would be forwarded to the National Park Service in 
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Wahconah Park in Pittsfield is a candidate for the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Drowning at Onota Lake 


determined to 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Following a three- 
week police investigation, the Berkshire 
County District Attorney’s office has 
determined that the drowning death of 
an 18-year-old Pittsfield man on July 4 
was accidental. 

Jesse M. Brazee of Pittsfield drowned 
in Onota Lake on Independence Day. He 
was last seen at about 7 p.m. that day, 
‘according to police. Brazee’s body was 
found in the lake by two kayakers early 
on the morning of July 5. 

“Although final toxicological testing 
remains to be completed, we are confi- 
dent at this juncture that this tragic death 
was accidental and not the product of any 
foul play,” District Attorney Gerard D. 
Downing said in a written statement. 

“Preliminary testing and .other evi- 
dence does, however, support the finding 
that alcohol and drugs played a role in 
the activities that day,” Downing said. 

Other than the written statement, the 
district attorney’s office declined to 
release any further information, includ- 
ing how Brazee drowned. 

In his statement, Downing said that the 
findings were based on an extensive 
investigation conducted by Pittsfield 
Police that was headed by Capt. Patrick F. 
Barry and Detectives Peter T. McGuire 
and Michael Maddalena. 

“Dozens of people were interviewed, 
physical evidence was gathered and 
examined, and medical information was 
analyzed,” Downing said. 


be accidental 


Downing said. “Because this occurred at 
a popular recreation area, on a hot, busy 
holiday, it was quite challenging to iden- 
tify and locate all potential witnesses or 
sources of information. 


‘Rumors and misinformation’ 


“Also, unfortunately, rumors and mis- 
information were spread, causing investi- 
gators to track down and dismiss the 
false stories,” Downing said. 

The district attorney’s office declined 
to elaborate on what rumors and misin- 
formation it was referring to. 

In the statement, both Barry and the 
district attorney’s office expressed grati- 
tude to what they termed the high level 
of citizen cooperation. 

‘Virtually all who were at the rope 
swing area that day, swimmers, boaters 
and others, have been helpful in coming 
forward and responding to police,” 
Downing said. 

The Pittsfield Fire Department’s res- 
cue/dive team, the medical staff at 
Berkshire Medical Center and the state 


medical examiner’s office were also cited 


for their cooperation. 


Brazee attended Pittsfield schools, 
most recently Taconic High School. 
Family members said his interests 
included swimming, basketball, football 
and BMX bicycle riding. 

“We again express our sympathy to the 
Brazee family and thank them for their 
remarkable patience and understanding 


ae AG. S ema Suse Downing said. 


At the request of the district attorney’s | 
office, information and the autopsy results © 
were reviewed by Associate State Medical | 


Examiner Lorne Mednick. An autopsy con- 
ducted July 5 had determined that Brazee 
had died by accidental drowning. 


“Dr. Mednick’s review also confirmed 


this was an accidental drowning,’ 
§ 


sday, August 5, 2003 


The Berkshires 


Eagle File Photo 


‘Wahconah Park’s srundstand has not undergone significant alterations since it was built in the 


- 1950s, as pictured above. 
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Washington, D.C., for a final deci- 
sion. 

“{Wahconah Park] has an enor- 
mous amount of history, and I 
think it is real important that we 
recognize that and give it the 
recognition it deserves,” Guzzo 
said. “We have let some things go 
here in the city in the past, and I 
think that we could serve our- 
- selves well to embrace something 
‘with the magnitude of Wahconah 
Park .and’ its history with minor 
league baseball.” 

The Massachusetts Historical 
Commission wrote to Pittsfield on 
July 31 to report that the park is 
eligible. Its preservation planner, 
Philip Bergen, cited as a key asset 
Wahconah’s continued use as a 
home to minor league baseball 
with few changes to the field or 
grandstand. 

“This extended and continued 
use of the park as a baseball field 
has retained much that is origi- 
nal, and in a period where minor 
league fields have been replaced, 
extensively remodeled, or fallen 
into disuse, Wahconah Park is a 
survivor,” Bergen wrote. 

If Wahconah is added to the his- 
toric register, it would join a num- 
ber of other Pittsfield locations to 
be so honored, including 
Arrowhead, which was once the 
home of Herman Melville; the 
Park Square Historic District, 
which includes more than 40 
properties, and a number of 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


A crew from the Black Bears organization repairs rain damage 


at the park yesterday. 


churches. 

Hathaway said yesterday that 
she was gratified by the state’s 
response. “It’s a way of honoring 
our baseball tradition and _ per- 
haps appreciating in a new way 
the qualities of a historic ball- 
park,” she said. 

Pittsfield must now prepare a 
National Register nomination, a 
lengthy process in which the city 
may choose to hire a consultant. 
Hathaway said she has discussed 
the next step with Guzzo, and pro- 
posed. seeking volunteers or 
searching out someone who could 


do the work for free. 


“Obviously, price makes a dif- 
ference,” Hathaway said. “We 
don’t want to cut corners on the 
submission, but if we can get it 
done without a fancy,-slick pack- 
age, it seems like we still accom- 
plish our mission.” 


Guzzo said he thought some 
combination of hired and volun- 
teer help will be used to ready the 
nomination, which he hopes will 
be done by January. | 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com 
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Pittsfield offici 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In anticipation 
of the cuts coming in state aid 
next fiscal year, Mayor Sara 
Hathaway is telling officials in her 
administration to plan for major 
budget reductions, and the City 
Council is planning to convene a 
series of special meetings to plot 
its own cuts from Pittsfield’s $100 
million budget. 

Though both sides deny it, the 
debate is already taking shape as 
a perpetuation of the long-run- 
ning feud between mayor and 
council, highlighted by the coun- 


es: 


Friday, January 17, 2003 


off for budget fight 


Though each side is laying claim to the mantle of fiscal prudence, the convoluted 
politics of the budget battle were on display at last Tuesday’s council meeting. 


cil’s decision to take the unprece- 
dented step of convening meet- 
ings to put together its own budg- 
et plan, going against decades of 


tradition spelled out by state law 


granting the mayor the sole power 
to propose a budget and the City 
Council the authority to cut from 
— but not add to — that proposal. 

Though each side is laying 
claim to the mantle of fiscal pru- 


dence, the convoluted politics of 
the budget battle were on display 
at last Tuesday’s council meeting. 

Even as the councilors voiced 
grave concerns over the possibili- 
ty of a $2 million cut from the 


_ State this fiscal year and a $6 mil- 


lion to $8 million cut the next, 
they approved a revision to the 
city code that would give Fire 
Chief Raymond E. Risley a 


$10,000-a-year raise, bumping his 
pay to $73,830. 

Hathaway, while she opposes 
Risley’s raise and has threatened 
to veto it, is herself pushing to fill 
a vacant position in the Parks 
Department that pays $41,000 a 
year. That stance has incurred the 
ire of the council, which argues 
the job’s duties have already been 
absorbed by other employees and 


gives the city a painless way to cut 
the budget. 

Asked whether the coming 
process to plot the spending plan 
for fiscal 2004, which begins July 


1, will be just another round in her . 


fight with the council, Hathaway 
said it would not. 

“I believe there are places 
where the public sector has to 
invest in order to attract private 


investment and new residents,” 
Hathaway said. “To bring Pitts- 
field to where we want it to be, 
there is going to have to be strate- 
gic investment using public re- 
sources. At the same time, this 
city has not seen a fresh examina- 
tion of its costs in a long time, and 
I think fiscal 2004 is the year to do 
that. There are a number of places 
where. we can create savings that 
will help us free up resources to 
make those strategic invest- 
ments.” 

While Hathaway has already 
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Pittsfield officials square off 


for fight over budget cuts \\ 
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given orders to municipal depart- 
ment heads to examine their 
spending and find places to cut, 
she said she will rely particularly 
on members of her administra- 
tion who have private-sector ex- 
perience like Community Devel- 
opment Director Mark Amuso, 
who was Berkshire Medical 
Center’s director of material man- 
agement, and Director of Main- 
tenance Ernest J. Fortini, a for- 
mer General Dynamics employee. 

“T want to examine the struc- 
ture of our budget and not just 
look at individual departments 
and individual line items. I want 
to ... find ways to consolidate or 
examine services that we've 
assumed were essential, our core 
functions, and take a fresh look 
and see whether there is a way to 
reduce cost,” Hathaway said. 

City Council President Richard 
A. Sceapin plans to call a special 
council meeting this month fol- 
lowed by two or three in February 
and a few in March to begin 
combing through the budget and 
picking places to reduce spend- 
ing. The recommendations will 
then be forwarded to the mayor 
for her consideration when put- 
ting together her proposal. 

“T feel this council is qualified 
enough to determine what we 
would like to see as cuts from the 
budget. We are not here to micro- 
manage,” Scapin said. “We are 
not trying to buck the system. 
Instead of having a budget 
thrown at us and then try to make 
the cuts, we are gong to have a 
process where we are going to 
have a list that we will present to 
Mayor Hathaway and say, “This is 
what the City Council would like 
to see.’ Hopefully this will help 
her and the department heads.” 

Scapin and his colleagues have 
frequently been at odds with 
Hathaway and have said repeat- 
edly that she fails to consult the 
council before proposing major 
programs. The council’s special 
hearings will ensure it is heard 
early in the budget process, even 
if the mayor chooses’ not to heed 
its advice. . 

Still, Scapin tried to portray the 


hearings in a less-aggressive light” 
and said they should be seen as 
evidence of the council’s good 
will: “We are willing to make cuts’, 
and we are willing to work with 
the mayor. I think in general this 
is a team effort.” ; 

Though its budget is about $100 - 
million, the city has far less dis- 
cretionary spending that it can. 
trim. The state establishes the, 
school system’s budget, which: 
this year is $40 million. Blue 
Cross Blue Shield will determine 
the cost of Pittsfield’s employee 
health insurance, which is $13.3» 
million this year, and the city is. 
required to make annual debt, 
payments of about $7 million, a’ 
number that may rise next year. 
and is not subject to negotiation. ° 

With $40 million left from’ 
which to cut, Pittsfield will strug-- 
gle if forced to reduce spending. 
by the projected $6 million to $8. 
million next year, and it seems. 
likely that residents will lose: 
some popular services. And if the. 
state decides to slash school 
spending, the city may see one of 
its two high schools closed or 
massive teacher layofis. — is 

Hathaway said, “Municipal ser- 
vices are so essential and are 
quite a bargain. People care about 
having their streets plowed. They 
care about having garbage re- 
moved. They care about parks,, 
They care about streets being 
paved, and I think we are doing a. 
good job of delivering those serv- 
ices.” ; 

The timetable for the mayor’s' 
budget remains unclear. Hatha- 
way said she will continue talking 
to the people in her administra- 
tion to put the plan together, but 
the final proposal will depend. 
heavily on how the numbers from. 
the state shake out, which may 
not be known for several months. - 

Once Hathaway’s budget is put. 
together it will go to the City: 
Council for a series of hearings,’ 
which are typically spaced over. 
two or three weeks. If the city 
fails to implement the full budget* 
by the start of fiscal 2004 on July- 
1, as happened in fiscal 2002, it 
can operate on a one-month. 
spending plan. a 

Jack Dew can be reached at: 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com 


Parks panel 
recommends 


spending plan 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commis- 
sion last night unanimously endorsed a 
draft plan for spending some $550,000 on 
fields and other amenities in the city’s 
public parks. 7 

The plan, which earmarks funds from 
a pool of about $850,000 that remains 
from a $1 million gift given to Pittsfield 
in 2000 by city native Lawrence Bossidy, 
now proceeds to the City Council and 
Mayor Sara Hathaway. j 

Specifically, the plan calls for com- 
plete rehabilitation of two soccer fields 
and a basketball court at Kirvin Park, 
which also would receive a new play- 
ground structure. 


Baseball field refurbished 


In. addition, the baseball field’ at 
Deming Park would be refurbished and 
new “playground pieces” installed there. 

A third field at the Doyle Memorial 
Complex would be completed and the 
Babe Ruth field at the complex would be 
refurbished. 

At Springside Park, two new fields 
would be built and restrooms installed. 
General improvements also are planned 
at Coolidge playground. The soccer field 
at Clapp Park is to be refurbished and a 
safety fence installed along the baselines 
of the baseball field. A new playground 
structure also is to be built at Clapp Park, 
and new playground pieces are to be 
installed at Marchisio Park. 


Parks panel OKs spending plan 


PARKS from Bl 


The Parks Commission recom-. 


mends that another $100,000 be 
placed in-an account to be used 
for maintenance of projects fund- 
ed by the Bossidy gift, and that 
$200,000 be deposited in an 
investment account earmarked 
for future projects. 


Youth facility 


Also last night, plans for a 
youth sports facility on a former 
brownfield site off East Street 
were discussed. 

The aim of the meeting was to 
solicit public opinion about the 
facility, which will be built with 
money provided by General Elec- 
tric Co. 

Groundbreaking is’ scheduled 
for this spring, said Thomas E. 
Hickey Jr., executive director of 
the Pittsfield Economic Devel- 
opment Authority. PEDA will 
maintain the facility through 2006 
to give the city time to develop a 
budget to meet the costs, said 
Hickey. 

A projected budget of about. 
$600,000, funded by GE, will de- 
velop a’3.5-acre parcel near the in- 
tersection of East and Newell 
streets into a Little League base- 


ball field and a youth soccer field, 
Hickey said. 

Also’ envisioned is an under- 
ground sprinkler and drainage 
system for both fields, dugouts, a 
scorers’ box, bleachers, lights for 
night games and restrooms. A 
quarter-mile walking track will 
surround the fields. The track will 
have a “rubberized” surface. 

Plans call for access to the facil- 
ity from Newell Street; parking 
for about 35 vehicles will be avail- 
able, with additional parking near- 
by, Hickey said. 

Under an agreement with GE, 
Pittsfield holds a 99-year lease on 
the land. 

Replying to a question, Hickey 
said last night that PCBs were 
detected on a small portion of the 
property but that GE will remove 
them from the site by excavation. 
He. said that when the project is 
completed, the concentration of 
PCBs on the entire site will be 
less than one part per million in 
the first 3 feet of soil, a level that 
is well within U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency-sanctioned 
standards for public health and 
safety. \8) D 

D.R. Bahlm an bé-reached at 
dbahlman@berkshireeagle.com. 


Bossidy Bucks rescinded and reauthorized 


A much-debated spending plan for $550,000 of Bossidy Bucks was 


formally rescinded Tuesday — then reauthorized in a revised format. 


The plan calls for $100,000 to be set 
aside to cover contingencies associated 
with the projects. No precise iy, egti- 


mates have been arrived at. 3 
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PARKS, continued on B4 


At the request of Mayor Sara Hathaway, councilors first reversed their 
vote in favor of a plan to release monies for field upgrades and new 


playground equipment. 


“Tf this order goes forward as written, any money not spent at the end of 
this fiscal year would go into the general fund,” said Hathaway. 

The revised order protects any unexpended money — donated by 
Bossidy for park improvements — from automatic reallocation to the city’s 


general accounts. 


“I believe it will accomplish the goal you intended,” said Hathaway. 
“Protecting the Bossidy money is a responsibility both to the donor and the 


community.” 


the revised $550,000 order. 


At-large councilor Gerald Lee — consistent with vias er 


Pittsfield Parks has UMass tickets 


of Parks and Recreation, in Sea aan 
i i i i duced-rate tickets 

with the University of Massachusetts, is offering re 

for the UMass-UAlbany game on Sunday, Dec. 28. Tickets are $8 for all 


ity residents. The game begins at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are available at the Parks Department office, 874 North St., 
weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Payment by check is pre- 
ferred, and should be made payable to the UMass Athletic Program. 


Information: Parks Department, 499-9343. | / dD | 9 )o3 


The Pittsfield Department 





| 


"With some gebicuas? 


City of Pittsfield 
cvarmbl Ler 
ity of Pittsfield De nt 


of Community Services 
seeks and experienced 
individual for the position 
of Recreation Director 
to be responsible for the 
planning, organization, 
promotion and direction 
of city-wide recreational 
programs and activities 
for all age groups, both 
indoors and outdoors. 


Must have excellent cus- §, 
tomer service skills and § 
strong ability to work well | 
ability to} 
communicate clearly and }. 


with people; 


concisely, orally and in 
writing; ability to super- 


vise. subordinate person- §, 
nel effectively and to}, 
delegate tasks efficiently; | 
ability to develop and} 


maintain: harmonious re- 


‘| lationships with city and §) 
school officials, commu- jj) 
nity organizations, and} 
the general public; expe- 


rience. in developing rec- 
reational activities and 


' | programs; working knowl- 
edge of budgeting, fi- | 
and marketing; ft’ 


nance, 


} 
t 
} 
i 
} 


and willingness to work a jf \ 


flexible schedule, which 


' | may Include evenings and 


weekends. Requirement 
include high school di- 
ploma and 1-3 years ex- 
perience in developing 
and/or managing recrea- 
tional activities or pro- 
grams, with preference 
given for a college de- 
gree in recreation or re- 


, | lated field. Send resume | | 
‘“f and cover letter to Per- | 


sonnel Department, City 


By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Longtime Parks Com- 
mission member Clifford J. Nilan has 
tendered his resignation, clearing the 
way for Mayor Sara Hathaway’s last, 
stalled appointment to the board. — 


City councilors yesterday said they 
would move quickly to approve Hath- 
away’s nominee, former Parks Depart- 
ment recreation director John C. Mar- 
chesi. The council meets tonight. 


The Marchesi nomination has been 
tabled since September, when the coun- 
cil approved four of Hathaway’s five nom- 
inees but balked at replacing Nilan, a 26- 
year veteran of the parks board. 


The approved nominees are Michael 


Filpi, now chairman of the commission, 
Eugene Nadeau, Jane Bresnahan and 
Eleanor Persip. 

Nilan tendered his resignation in a 
brief letter to the mayor dated Friday, 
saying he was “grateful and honored by 
the opportunity afforded me” to serve on 
the board. He could not be reached yes- 
terday for comment. 

Ward 1 Councilor Robert G. Tuttle, who 
has tried unsuccessfully to take the 
Marchesi nomination off the table, said 
he has “every intention” of calling for a 
new. vote now that Nilan has resigned. 

Tuttle said he had commitments of 
support for the Marchesi nomination 
from two other councilors — enough for a 
majority — if Nilan had remained on the 
board past this month. 
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Lease being updated 


_Nilan leaves parks board 


“T don’t know why they did it,” he said 
of the councilors who opposed Marchesi’s 
appointment. “You can’t continue to in- 
sult people who volunteer for the city.” 

Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos, who 


endeavored to delay the appointment, 


said he now will vote for Marchesi. Arlos 
had argued that “institutional memory” 
was needed on a board that Hathaway 
had moved to replace. 

“T have no objection to Marchesi. Sure, 
P’ll support him,” he said yesterday. 

Nevertheless, Arlos criticized Hath- 
away’s handling of the matter. 

“Cliff Nilan gave 26 years of volunteer 
service to the Parks Commission, and he 
was shabbily treated by the mayor,” he 


NILAN, continued on B4 
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Eagle File 


Clifford J. Nilan 


Nilan leaves parks board Oe 


NILAN from Bl 


said. “She showed absolutely no 


sense of gratitude.” 


dedication to the Parks Commis- 


sion said a lot.” ; 
Hathaway said she received 
Nilan’s resignation letter yester- 


Hall, 70 Allen St. Room 
107, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
by 4 p.m. on Monday, 
January 6, 2003. Salary 
$30,355-$40,266. 
AA/EOE/ADA/F/V. 


Ar TRA A] 


Parks board eyes | 
Bossidy projects | 


A plan to spend the remainder of the Bossidy Bucks has emerged. 
_-Despite disagreements, parks commissioners on Monday gave 
preliminary approval to a draft proposal to allocate the approxi- 
mately $850,000 remaining of a $1 million gift from Larry Bossidy. 


“These are only estimated costs,” stressed community services director 

James McGrath. “I think we did a pretty good job addressing the needs of 

the community that were raised at [a December] input meeting.” 
McGrath’s plan calls for setting aside $250,000 for investment and pos- 


sible future projects. 


- Expenditures, which would likely take two to three years, would include: 
~~e Redoing soccer fields at Kirvin Park ($50,000) 
¢ Redoing the Kirvin basketball court ($10,000) 
° Installing a playground structure at Kirvin ($65,000) 
* Redoing the Deming Park baseball field ($45,000) __ 
° Installing playground pieces at Deming ($15,000) ) 
¢ Completing a third girls softball field at the Doyle complex ($30,000) 
¢ Redoing the Babe Ruth baseball field at the Doyle site ($45,000) 
¢ Constructing two new fields at Springside Park ($30,000) 
¢ A contribution toward a Springside “boundless playground” ($50,000) 
¢ A contribution toward a North Little League concession stand ($20,000) 
_.¢ New playground pieces for Coolidge Park ($20,000) 
¢ Redoing soccer and softball fields at Clapp Park ($25,000) 
. ¢ Installing a new playground structure at Clapp ($65,000) 
' » Installing new playground pieces at Marchisio Park ($30,000) 
- The preliminary plan also allocates $100,000 for contingency expenses, 
which could be transferred to the investment/ capital account if not utilized. 


McGrath envisions using the investment/ capital account as leverage for 


possible future major projects. 


_ “It just gives us the opportunity to : 
‘that and if something comes along that feels right, we'll be able to jump on 


it ye - 


~ 


ssioners tentativel 


J ST] pa 


seek a project,” he said. “We'll sit on 


See BOSSIDY page 9 & 


y adopted the plan on} 


for Springside House, 
Park Commission told 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An “update” of 
the lease under which the city 
rents a portion of Springside 
House to a tenant is under way, 
the Parks Commission was told 
Tuesday night. 

The issue arose after City 
Councilor Robert G. Tuttle of 
Ward 1, which encompasses 
Springside Park, appeared at the 
commission’s meeting to request 
a copy of the lease with Thomas 
M. Guinan. Guinan has lived in 
Springside House at 874 North St. 
since 1994 and acts as caretaker 
for the property. | 

John C. Marchesi, who was at- 
tending his first meeting of the 
commission since his appoint- 
ment to it was endorsed by the 
City Council on Jan. 14, said that 
the lease provides that Guinan 
pay the city $300 per month rent. 
Utilities are paid by the city, said 
Marchesi, who is a former direc- 
tor of recreation for the Parks 
Department. 

Guinan, who was not present at 
the meeting (which was held in 
Springside House) is the author 
of a letter to the editor of The 
Kagle in which he criticized 
Marchesi’s job performance dur- 
ing his tenure as recreation direc- 
tor. In the letter, published Dec. 
19, 2002, Guinan also argued’ 
against Marchési’s appointment 
to the Parks Commission. 

Tuttle, who was told that a copy 
of the lease would be provided to 
him, said he does not believe that 
anyone should be living in 
Springside House or any other 


| building on park property. 


The city councilor also said he 
has been told that Guinan at one 
point sublet his quarters in Spring- 
side House for $500 per month. 

“Mr. Tuttle has been misin- 
formed,” Guinan said in a tele- 
phone interview Tuesday night. 
“That’s all I want to say about 
this.” 

Tuttle also questioned - the 
rationale for stationing a caretak- 
er at the park and charged that 


. the city is not getting full value in 


the deal. 

“I think we’re getting scammed,” 
he said. 

Tuttle also suggested that the 


city could incur additional liabili- 
ty by having a tenant in the build- 
ing. 

Since the beginning of Guin- 
an’s tenancy, vandalism of Spring- 
side House has declined “90 per- 
cent,’ said Parks Commission 
Chairman Michael Filpi, who 
added that he had been given that 
information by Parks Department 
staff. 

James McGrath, the city’s dir- 
ector of community services, noted 
that some $1 million worth of 
equipment is stored at Springside 
Park and the presence of a care- 
taker on the property helps deter 
theft and vandalism. 

McGrath said he has initiated a 
review of the lease by the city 
solicitor’s office with an eye 
toward updating it. The commis- 
sion took no formal action on the 
matter Tuesday night. 

Later in the meeting, as the 
commission discussed the pro- 
gress of its review of park rules 
and regulations, Marchesi said 
that he will consult with McGrath 
about the rules and “reword some 
of these” prior to the commis- 
sion’s next meeting. 

Marchesi, who served with the 
Parks Department for more than 
30 years prior to his retirement in 
September, also declared that his 
knowledge and expertise had not 
been adequately drawn upon 
since his retirement in Septem- 
ber 2002. 

“Nobody ever contacted me,” 
he said. “... I could have given 
you some ideas about things you 
were doing that you shouldn’t 
and some things you weren’t 
doing that you should.” 

McGrath noted that his first 
day on the job coincided almost 
exactly with Marchesi’s retire- 
ment. He said that he looks for- 
ward to working with Marchesi as 
a member of the Parks Com- 
mission. 


“You play ball with me and I'll - 


play ball with you,” Marchesi 
replied. 

About 10 minutes later, as the 
meeting neared its conclusion, 
Marchesi praised McGrath’s job 
performance and declared that he 
faces a difficult challenge given 
the city’s financial situation. 


City Council President Richard 

A. Scapin, who sided with Arlos 

- on the tabled nomination, said he 

also will vote for Marchesi. “Now 

that Cliffs [resigned], I'll support 

John Marchesi’s appointment,” 
he said. 


-Nilan “has been dedicated to. 


the parks and done a great job,” 
Scapin added. “The Parks Com- 
mission is on track. His knowl- 


day in the mail and had not spo- 
ken to him beforehand. She said 
the resignation did not come en- 
tirely as a Surprise, as she was 
aware that people were discussing 
such a move with Nilan. 


“Pm certainly grateful both for - 


his long service and that he’s will- 
ing to step-down at this time and 
clear the decks for my appoint- 
ment,” she said. “I think this is 
the best possible outcome.” 


City officials 


mull terms 


of park deal 


COUNCIL from Bl 


| paid no rent, but did pay for the 


electric heat and other utilities 


serving the house. He also was 
_ responsible for various mainte- 
- nance tasks. 3 


The new lease will contain simi- 


_ lar terms, said Mitchell. 


“There’s a lot of things he’s 


required to do; the [lease] speci- 
fies what the caretaking services 


will include,” Mitchell said. He 
said that lawn mowing, weed trim- 
ming, picking up bird and animal 


_ droppings, shoveling, raking and 
_ other minor maintenance jobs will 
_ be included. 


Tuttle told the council that he is 


opposed to having anyone live in 
city-owned residential property. 


Among other actions taken by 
the City Council at its Tuesday 
night meeting: 

» The long-debated vicious dog 


ordinance was approved unani- 
‘mously. The: ordinance requires 


owners of dogs deemed to be vicious 
to have their animals identified with 
a tattoo or a micro-chip under the 
skin and to buy liability insurance. 
pb The council asked Thomas 
Hickey, executive director of the 
Pittsfield Economic Development 
Authority, to prepare and deliver 
a report to the Community and 
Economic Development Commit- 
tee on any progress being made to 
redevelop the GE properties being 


| edge, his background, his years of 


‘There’s a lot of things he’s required to do; the [lease] 
specifies what the caretaking services will include.’ 


City officials considering deal 
to let caretaker stay in park 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An agreement con- 
cerning a caretaker’s occupancy of a 
house at Burbank Park is under review. 
by city officials. 

The matter was the subject of a petition 
brought before the City Council on Jan. 


27 by Councilor Robert G. Tuttle of Ward 


1. The petition sought an explanation of 
“why someone is living rent-free in a city- 
owned house across from the Controy 
Pavilion at Burbank Park.” . 


Big picture on parks 


2 \i lve 
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The council voted to refer the matter to 
the city’s conservation agent, Caleb Mit- 
chell, because the property on which the 
house is situated is under the control of 
the Conservation Commission. 

In a telephone interview Thursday, Mit- 
chell said that a caretaker, Alan R. Pires, 
has been living in the house on Lakeway 
Drive at least since 1991 and that a lease 
with him expired some years ago. 

Mitchell said he does not know what 
the financial terms of a new lease will be. 
Under the previous: lease, the caretaker 


COUNCIL, continued on B4 


The Pittsfield Parks Commission is in danger 
of frittering away a $1 million bequest to the | 
city by spending it on laundry list of routine 
repair and maintenance projects rather than 
measuring park improvements against a com- 
prehensive long-term plan. The $1 million gift 
from business mogul and Pittsfield native 
Larry Bossidy should be applied to projects 
that will make a significant impact upon the 
city’s recreational resources, especially since 
the city so ignominiously rejected his offer to 
help build a new ballpark and purchase a 

minor league team. Certainly a few of these | 
projects are worthy, but a grander vision 1S_ 


needed. 


fa 


Winter drawdown set for Onota Lake 
PITTSFIELD — The winter drawdown of Onota Lake is Vine | 


to begin on Wednesday, Oct. 15. 


According to the city’s Order of Conditions hee 


Aloe, 


Commission, the lake will be drawn down approximately three feet . 
(plus or minus a half-foot) below the spillway level by Nov. 15. 

It is anticipated that this elevation will be reached by mid to late 
November, weather permitting. The lake will remain at this elevation 
through winter, with refill beginning around March 15, 2004. ©) 

Any questions regarding the drawdown should call the Department 8 
of Community Services/Parks and Recreation, at 499-9343. . 


demolished. 

bd A proposal by City Councilor 

Daniel Bianchi that the School 
Department consider budget-sav- 
ing measures was approved unan- 
imously. It will be considered at 
the upcoming joint meeting of the 
City Council and the School Com- 
mittee. That meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, Feb. 13, at 7 p.m. in 
the auditorium of the Berkshire 

| Athenaeum. 

» The council approved unani- 
;,mously a petition by Councilor Peter 
pArlos directing that all department 

heads, boards and commissions sub- 
yjnit proposals detailing how 10 per- 
gcent and 20 percent could be cut 

4 rom their budgets. 

D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 

lbahlman@berkshireeagle.com. 
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» PITTSFIELDS AH? Hphrt- 


ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced openings for seasonal 
employees for park maintenance. 
Seasonal positions pay up to $10 
per hour. A valid driver’s license 
‘is preferred, but not required. 

Interested applicants can pick 
up an application at the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation - 
office, 874 North St., between 9 
and 4. Information: 499-9343. 


. wete2n oe 


Help sought to install 
playground equipment 


Ward 1 city councilor Rob Tuttle is 
looking for volunteers to help install 
playground equipment at West Me- 
morial Park. . : 

Tuttle obtained used equipment 
for the park with the help of parks 
director Jim McGrath and foreman 
Tony Stracuzzi. The equipment in- 
cludes a swing set and new slide. 
Tuttle hopes to involve the neighbor- 
hood in the purchase of an addi- 
tional piece of equipment for the park. 

Interested parties rar contact 


Tuttle at 448-6162. i y ) 6> 





Parks panel 
votes agamst 
waste station 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
_ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commission has voted 


| unanimously to send a letter to the Massachusetts En- 
- vironmental Policy Act office opposing the location of a 


: DP 


roposed waste transfer plant off Industrial Drive. | 
The MEPA office is taking written comments for an — 


environmental impact report the company must file 
with the state, one of several regulatory hurdles the 


Parks panel 
votes against 
waste station 


WASTE from Bl 


building. | 

It would occupy about 2 1/2 
acres of a 13-acre site that Valley 
Mill owns. The company also 
owns Industrial Drive, a road that 
runs west off South Street where 
Lipton Energy and a Mobil sta- 
tion are located. 

During Monday night’s Parks 
Commission meeting, board 
member Eleanor Persip said she 
was in favor of the plant, but not 


Black Bears’ expenses questioned 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
, Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks Com- 
mission has decided to take a closer look 


at the city’s licensing agreement with 
the Berkshire Black Bears after board 


members raised questions about some of 


the expenses the Northern League base- 
ball club listed following its first season 
at Wahconah Park last year. 


Following a lively discussion concern- 
ing the terms of the licensing agreement 
at Monday night’s meeting, the board 


Commissioners Eugene Nadeau and 
Marchesi said they had questions about 
some of the items the Black Bears had 
purchased, including new concession 
equipment, as well as $3,500 the club list- 
ed for recycling expenses and $700 for 
cleaning the roughly 4,000-seat stadium. 

“This whole thing just sends up a lot of 
red flags that you’ve got to look at.” 
Nadeau said. 

Ward 1 City Councilor Robert Tuttle 
who attended the meeting, suggested 
that the board “investigate” the nature 


before several members of the current 
Parks Commission were on the board. 
Some members said they would not 
have approved the agreement if they had 
been on the commission at that time. 


Two-year contract 
Under the terms of its license agree- 


ment with the city, the Black Bears pay a 
license fee of $75,000 each year of the 


two-year contract and are responsible for — 


the maintenance of the playing field and 
upkeep for the park. Baseball has been 


project must clear. 


voted 4-1, with Commissioner John C. 
Marchesi opposed, to table the matter 
until it could schedule a meeting to dis- 
cuss the expenses listed by the team. 


The. letter, which: the «Parks Commission. sent to 
| MEPA yesterday, states in part that the board 1s op- 
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” posed to the plant’s location because it would be locat- 


played at Wahconah Park since 1919 but 


the grandstand was constructed 
1949 to }950. eas 


of the Black Bears’ expenses because 
they involve taxpayer money. 7 
The Black Bears and the city signed 


at the site where it is proposed. 
She said people who live near the 
proposed site had asked that the 


ry 
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- ed too close to 
_ which i 
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Clapp Park on West Housatonic Street, 


_ which is “arguably the most used park in the city.” 
“Tt would be better served in a different location,” 


~ Chairman Michael P. Filpi said, quoting from the letter. 
_. Valley Mill Corp. of Lee has proposed to build the 
~ facility, where construction and demolition waste 
- would be sorted and recycled. 

The project — which has triggered major neighbor- 
~ hood opposition — would consist of a 12,600-square-foot 


processing building, a two-story building that would 


- house offices on the first floor and a glassed-in inspec- 
- tion station on the second, a truck scale, an access road 


anda rail spur that would D\ ough the processing 
og: os 1 8 WA 
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facility be located in another area 
of the city. | 

“Tt isn’t that I don’t want the 
station there, it’s just that it’s 
such a congested area,” Persip said. 

Filpi said he didn’t have a prob- 
lem with the proposed location, 
but that he was going to vote 
against it based on information 
he had received from people who 
were against locating the transfer 
station on Industrial Drive. Filpi 
said those in favor of the propos- 
al had yet to contact him. 

The board’s three other mem- 
bers did not speak at the meeting 
before the vote took place. 

A small group of people op- 
posed to the waste transfer plant 
attended the meeting but did not 
speak and left after vote. One 
man did thank the board for the 
way it had voted. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 


- 


Commission questions Black Bears’ expenses 


BEARS from B1 . rye 


Michael Kardamis,‘the Black 
Bears’ president and general man- 
ager, said yesterday that the club 
spent more than $75,000 during 
its first year in Pittsfield last year. 

But he said that if the Black 
Bears’ expenses exceed the 
$150,000 threshold stipulated in 
the two-year licensing agreement, 
the team, not the city, would pay 
for the additional expenditures. 

Asked by the board to explain 
the city’s position on the licensing 
agreement, City Solicitor Jeffrey 
A. Honig said he believed that the 
expenses the team listed — such 
as the new concession equipment 


Bears were putting in expenses 
for items for which the city would 
have to pay. 

“T just don’t see that argument,” 
Honig said. 

“The feeling I get is that they 
are not trying to pull the wool 
over anybody’s eyes,” Honig said. 
“T think it’s a good agreement 
that we have, and we should work 
within it.” 

Maintenance Foreman Anthony 
Stracuzzi said the items the Black 
Bears have purchased, which 
include new chairs and grand- 


( 


the licensing agreement Nov. 27, 2001, 


stand improvements, were made 
with the understanding that they 
would stay in Wahconah Park if 
the team leaves. 


“If the high schools want to go 
in there and play football, we’ve 
got new cash registers and a hot 
dog machine to use,” Stracuzzi said. 


Improvements to Wahconah 
Park’s playing field were made in 
1975. In 1998, the city of Pittsfield 
spent $300,000 on a new drainage 
system for the park and repairs to 
the grandstand. 


, continued on B4 
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reached at tdg@b rire 
shireeagle.com. [ / 

4 & “sy — were allowed under a section of 
the contract governing “nonstruc- 
tural repairs.” 

He said that that section of the 
licensing agreement was broadly 
written, but suggested that if the 
commissioners had problems 
with it, they should speak with 
the Black Bears. 

Based on the licensing agree- 
ment, Honig said he didn’t buy 
the suggestion that the Black 


_ 
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At-large councilor Matt Kerwood urrected after the council voted down 


‘on but said itssuccessor. . - ae 
ed the allocation Ward 5 councilor Rick Scapin said 


that regardless of the hiccups along 
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Added Scapin:“Ican'twaitto name 
a park after Mr. Bossidy.” 
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cilors approved 
spend $550,000 donated by La 
Bossidy for the city Pag 
Last month, councilors ni ) 
rejected the same allocation from willupgra ‘ 
Bossidy’s $1 million gift. new ones a 
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FP ectone eae on seh to. Ward 2. councilor James Arpante weeks OV 
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spend at once to a sense that the = 
plan might have beenatodds with 
Bossidy’s intent. 

At-large Gerald Lee cast thelone 
dissenting vote this week, ques- . 
tioning why the parks department 
has discussed hiring a manager to 
oversee the expenditure. Lee pre- 
viously cited a need for neighbor- 
hood involvement in aspects of 
planned park upgrades and won- 

dered why a lump sum 1s being 
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City Council 
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position on the matter. 

“IT intend to fill that position,” 
she said. 

Hathaway said that she and 

James McGrath, the city’s direc- 
tor of community services, “are 
in agreement that we need to 
improve the recreational offer- 
ings in the city. For example, we 
have almost nothing to serve sen- 
ior citizens. We need a full-time 
person who can find out what the 
population would like to see and 
who can organize events. This is 
the kind of thing that goes to 
quality of life in the city, and it’s 
an opportunity to showcase our 
natural resources.” 

Arlos and Scapin, the mayor 
said, “are allied in their wish” to 
retain Clifford J. Nilan as a mem- 
ber of the Parks Commission. 
Nilan is the only “holdover” ap- 
pointment on the panel, to which 
Hathaway last year named five 
new members. 

All but one of her proposed 
appointees — Marchesi — were 
endorsed by the council. A slim 
majority agreed with Scapin’s 
assertion that an entirely new 
Parks Commission would not be 
in the city’s best interest and that 
Nilan’s long experience on the 
panel is a significant asset. 

Supporters of Marchesi point 

to his many years of service as 
recreation director. 
“Mr. Arlos and Mr. Scapin are 
allied in their wish to keep Mr. 
Nilan on,” Hathaway said yester- 
day. “This falls into the same cat- 
egory of trying to undermine my 
work to rejuvenate the parks.” 

The recreation director’s job 
has been posted. Requirements in- 
clude a high school diploma and 
one- to three-years’ experience 
in developing and/or managing re- 
creational activities or programs. 

“Preference given for a college 
degree in recreation or related 
field,” the announcement reads. 

The salary range is from 
$30,355 to $40,266 per year. 

Arlos said yesterday that leav- 
ing the job unfilled is in Pitts- 
field’s best financial interest. He 
also declared that the tasks of the 
recreation director have.been suc- 
cessfully divided among three 
current employees of the Parks 
Department, including McGrath. 

“It’s working out beautifully,” 
he said. 

Hathaway disagrees. 

“The individuals who have 
divided the responsibilities have 
resented it,” she said, adding that 
the additional duties demand 
time that the employees should 
be putting in on the jobs they 
were hired to do. 

“What the mayor should be 
doing is directing all her energy 
and time to confronting the fiscal 
crisis that this city will be facing 
rather than rewriting the job 
description to require a college 
degree,” said Arlos. “The whole 
thing’s absurd.” 


Scapin predicts smoother road 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The president of the 
City Council predicted yesterday that 
2003 would be a “progressive year” for 
the council, which he said has “settled 
down” and is ready to get to work. 

Yet even as Richard A. Scapin ex- 
pressed hope that the sometimes-rocky 
relationship between the council and 
Mayor Sara Hathaway would improve, a 
controversy over the mayor’s proposal to 
fill a key post in the Parks Department 
appeared to be brewing. 

“This is not a rubber-stamp council, 
and they all have minds of their own, but 
we're starting to work together,” Scapin 
said yesterday. “I think we have to prove 
a lot of things to the people of Pittsfield. 


iG| «- 


But relationship with mayor hits 
pothole over recreation position 


I’ve heard people say that this is a bad 
council. It’s not. It’s a good council. We 
have five new councilors who started a 
year ago, and they’re all good. Everybody 
has his own theories on what to do, and 
even though it’s been a rocky road, I see 
us settling down. There is no one on that 
council who doesn’t have the best inter- 
ests of the city at heart.” 

Scapin also acknowledged that his first 
year as council president was not trouble 
free. 

“l’m pretty much settled in the chair 
now, but it takes time,” he said. 

Among the matters that Scapin expects 


the council to be closely involved with in 
2003 is the consolidation of positions in 
municipal government, with an eye 
toward saving money that he believes is 
likely to be in short supply. 

‘We have to show the taxpayers that 
we're willing to tighten our belts and con- 
solidate,” said Scapin, citing, for exam- 
ple, an opportunity to consolidate the 
positions of municipal and School De- 
partment purchasing agents. Late last 
year, the city’s purchasing agent, Robert 
B. Tone, resigned to take a post at the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
The job has not yet been filled. 


for council 


Scapin also declared his support for a 
petition filed by Councilor at large Peter 
G. Arlos in which Arlos seeks approval of 
a measure formally asking Hathaway not 
to fill the position of recreation director 
in the city’s Parks Department. The post 
was left vacant by the retirement of John 
C. Marchesi, whom Hathaway nominated 
for a seat on the Parks Commission. The 
council has yet to act on the nomination. 

The council president characterized 
Arlos’ petition as an opportunity for 
Hathaway to demonstrate a willingness 
to support job consolidation in the inter- 
est of saving money. 

Informed of Scapin’s comments yester- 
day, Hathaway said she has staked out a. 
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Parks board revisits Black Bears’ 2002 Wahconah claims | 


Parks commissioners are taking a 
fresh look at the way the Berkshire 
Black Bears baseball team met its 
obligations to Wahconah Park dur- 
ing 2002. 

Having previously sidered the 
club’s reported $121,000 expendi- 
tures, the commission revisited the 
issue this week based ona communi- 
cation from the city council’s audit 
comunittee. 

“T think that we really should re- 
view it,” said Eleanor Persip. 

“How this guy got away with this 
I don’t know,” said John Marchesi, 
who was not on the board when it 
first reviewed the expenditure list. 

“This really has to be gone 
through,” said Gene Nadeau, who 
voted against endorsing the list in 
December. “We didn’t do this jus- 
tees 

But Jane Bresnahan said what's 
done is done. “To go back and re- 
view the items now, I’m not sure 
what wecould accomplish,” she said. 

Speaking during the public sec- 


tion of Monday’s parks meeting, 


David Potts urged careful review. 
Potts said that the city’s contract 
with the Black Bears requires the club 


to spend $150,000 over two years in. 


tangible improvements at Wahconah 
Park. This in-kind “license fee” re- 
places any rent. 


Potts says that Mayor Sara 
Hathaway and community services 
director James McGrath inappropri- 
ately allowed $121,000 in dubious 
first-year expenditures which the 
commission then rubber-stamped. 

“There was a deliberate attempt to 
circumvent the parks commission al- 
together,” he said. 

Among the questionable park im- 
provements claimed by the Black 
Bears were cash registers, a nacho 
cheese warmer, pretzel display ap- 
paratus, acleaning service and abeer 
cooler. 

Potts noted that the Black Bears 
contracted with the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel for concession services last sea- 
son. 

“They may have shared the rev- 
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enues they certainly didn’t share the | 


expense,” said Potts. “The city subsi- 
dized the whole thing.” 

Potts said the contract with the 
Black Bears—championed by former 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. at the tail 
end of his administration — was-a 
poor one for the city. But he said the 
commission must seriously meet its 
obligation as the pact’s overseer. 

“You're charged with that role,” 
he said. “On this you. have more 
power than the mayor.” 

Commission chairman Mike Filpi 
agreed that “there’s areas I don’t like 


19 


Parks commissioners are divided about whether to move on or question elements of the Wahconah Park | : 
upgrades that the Berkshire Black Bears claimed last year as their “in lieu” payment for use of the facility. 


about” the contract but that this group 
inherited. He suggested that if com- 
missioners have concerns about spe- 
cific Wahconah investments or con-: 


tract clauses that acting city solicitor 
Jeff Honig be consulted. 

Bresnahan echoed that point — 
“the contract is not written the way 
we would have” — but said that the 


‘board can’t go back and disqualify 


already approved expenses. 

“We gave the consent in Decem- 
er,” she said. The focus should be 
mn the future, she said. 

Nadeau said he was disturbed by 
‘lack Bears’ facility expense report 
4 December and still has concerns. 

- Aside from specific questionable 
*xpenses, Nadeau said that in gen- 
ral “I would certainly expect a lot 
etter accounting.” : 

Filpi agreed that some of Black 
sears’ submissions are “a bunch of 
unk” .but said again that the pact 
redates the commission. 

Marchesi said the pact varies sub- 
Aantially from past Wahconah Park 

leases and not in ways favorable to 


the city. “It should be null and void,” 


he said. 

Community services-director Jim 
McGrath said he has spoken with 
Black Bears representatives about 
what will be considered legitimate 


parkimprovement expenses in 2003. 


“The intent of the agreement was 
for substantial improvements to 


Wahconah Park,” he said. “ All of us 


took issues with the quality of their 
report [for 2002] ... but we have al- 
ready had discussions with the Black 
Bears about this year.” 

Potts and Nadeau contend that the : 
wording of the contract may make 


the city liable if the Black Bears have 


more than $150,000 in accepted ex- 
penses over two years. “Now they 
only have to spend $29,000 this year 
and if they pull out, do we pay them 
anything over what they spend on 
$150,000,” asked Nadeau. 

With Bresnahan dissenting, the 
board voted 4-1 te table the issue to 
allow for further review. 
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Festival organizer sues Parks 


LAWSUIT from Bl 


The complaint states that Del 
Gallo and the organization would 
have to pay $1,200 for police offi- 
cers and $350 for trash removal, 
sums that Del Gallo said are 
beyond the group’s capacity to 
raise. 

In the complaint, Del Gallo 
seeks an “immediate hearing” 
and an eventual jury trial on the 
matter. He also seeks the issuance 
-of temporary and permanent 
injunctions “preventing the de- 
fendants from in any way pre- 
venting the plaintiffs from having 
a music festival at Burbank Park 
and from having a ‘Kids. 
- Woodstock’ and other performers 
in a tent by the bath house and 


ordering the defendant to provide 
use of the Artabout stage at a rate 
of $50 per day. 

“The plaintiff seeks court costs, 
attorney fees, damages for loss 
[of] reputation, damages for loss 
of labor, damages for cost associ- 
ated with having the music festi- 
val that may be lost, punitive 
damages and another relief ap- 
propriate by law,” the complaint 
concludes. 

Neither Hathaway nor Michael 
Filpi, chairman of the Parks Com- 
mission, could be reached yester- 
day for comment on Del Gallo’s 
complaint. 

Earlier this month, the commis- 
sion expressed doubts about the 
adequacy of Del Gallo’s arrange- 
ments concerning security and 


re) @. 
Commission 
trash removal. 

Del Gallo told the commission 
that he will arrange to provide a 
half-dozen volunteers with T- 
shirts identifying them as “securi- 
ty” personnel and that the volun- 
teers could also attend to rubbish 
collection and removal... Addi- 
tional security could be provided 
by auxiliary police and by a de- 
puty from the Berkshire County 
sheriff’s office, he said. 


Security, trash issues 


Following a lengthy discussion 
with the commission, Del Gallo 
said he would consult with Riello 
concerning security require- 
ments. According to the com- 
plaint, the chief advised Del Gallo 
that a minimum of four police 
officers would be required to pro- 
vide adequate security at an event 
the size of the one planned. 

James McGrath, the city’s 
director of community services, 
told Del Gallo that while Riello 
‘was willing to provide two free 
police officers ... the other two 
officers would have to be paid,” 
the complaint reads. 

Del Gallo contends that organ- 
izers of other events have not 
been required to comply with the 
conditions that he says officials 
have placed on him. 

For instance, the complaint 
declares that the Fourth of July 


Parade Committee “does not pay 
for police.” 

Councilor at large Peter M. 
Marchetti, the committee’s treas- 
urer, said yesterday that the com- 
mittee has sometimes received 
police protection for the parade as 
an “in-kind service” from the city, 
but that there have been years 
when the committee has paid for 
police officers’ time. 

Marchetti said, “We meet with 
the mayor every June and ask for 
the same level of in-kind services 
we had in the past. ... This year 
we were told that the city will try 
to provide us with the same serv- 
ices depending on its financial sit- 
uation.” | 

Earlier this year, Del Gallo un- 
successfully sought $3,000 from 

‘the City Council. His petition, 
which was rejected on a 6-5 vote, 
stated that the money was needed 
“to make the Berkshire Music 
Festival on the lake possible, said 
event greatly coniributing to the 
arts in the City of Pittsfield.” 

Del Gallo’s complaint alleges 
that city officials are attempting 
to impose “prior restraint” on the 
festival and that they are illegally 
regulating the “content” of the 
“message(s)” of the festival. 

“Requiring a premium for free 
speech because there might be a 
large audience, as the [defe 
ndants] have done here, is uncon- 
stitutional,” Del Gallo’s complaint 
reads. 


Event organizer sues Parks Commission 


Claims city panel’s festival requirements violate free speech rights ae 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s -Parks 
Commission, Mayor Sara Hathaway and 
Police Chief Anthony J. Riello are among 
the defendants named in a lawsuit 
brought by a Pittsfield man who con- 
tends that his First Amendment rights 
were infringed by city officials’ actions in 
connection with a two-day music festival 
proposed for Burbank Park. 

Rinaldo Del Gallo III of Nancy Avenue 
hopes to bring the Berkshire Music Festi- 
val to the park on Aug. 2 and 3. Earlier 


i a ae 


| itness trail planned 


this month, he told the Parks Commis- 
sion that he expects upward of 1,000 peo- 
ple to attend the festival, which would 
feature attractions including more than a 
dozen live bands, various vendors and a 
hot-air balloon ride. 

The park would remain open to the 
public, and no admission fee would be 
charged for the festival, which Del Gallo, 
a lawyer who is associated with the 
Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition, said he 
has been organizing for months on a 
budget of about $1,000. 

Del Gallo asserts that the city’s re- 


Fitness trail 


tandem on a * fitness 


quirements for security and trash 
removal will effectively kill plans for the 
festival, which he said aims to promote 
shared parenting, an issue with which 
the Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition is 
closely involved. 

“There was going to be a series of 
speakers that would speak for five min- 
utes on the issue of shared parenting and 
then a band would play for one hour,” Del 
Gallo wrote in a news release that accom- 
panied his complaint. The release 
defines shared parenting as “both a legal 
regime and lifestyle choice whereby par- 


will march in 


Fun and exercise 
trail” a local 


at Coolidge Park’ *2 
School, says the elementary school 
would welcome the enhancement in 
its backyard. 

“We certainly support it,” he 
said. “That'll be pretty accessible to 


us during the school day.” 
Junior League representatives are 


continued from page 1 - a 
ing it’s an example of a civic group 
working to maximize municipal re- 
sources. | 
“7 think it’s wonderful,” she said. 
Hathaway thinks that the exercise 
| traikconceptis one that's overdue for 


organization is planning for 
Coolidge Park. 


The Junior League of Berkshire 
County is soliciting donations for a 
proposed 13-station exercise layout Z 
a field near Conte Community Schoo 

-/Foo many kids spend time sitting 


_ in front of televisions and computers, 
- said Beth Gannon, 


a club official who 


| introduction in Pittsfield. 
i “I've been on fitness trails,” she 


“mission about the project during a 


scheduled to update the parks com- 


- js also principal © 


said. “They're tremendous ... This 
couldbe fun for adults and children.” 

Donald Taylor, school-community 
coordinator at Conte Community 


meeting Monday at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House. | 

For information, call the Junior 
League office at 443-5151. 


~ she said. 


£ St. Mark Middle 


School. . ; 
“The biggest part is we're trying to 


make the parks somewhere a family 


can go to enjoy themselves, SO kids. can 


get a real feel for legitimate exercise, 


e Junior League — 4 women s 
ees organization — latched onto 
the project as members sought a way 
to promote child welfare. = 

Recent studies highlighting child- 
hood obesity — combined with a po- 
litical stalemate over redevelopment 
of Coolidge Park — led to the pro- 
posal, which has received prelimunary 
approval from the parks commission. 

“«The focus of the league is on the 
|-being of childr 
cay es and too many kids aS 
‘days are suffering from obesity, Sal 
annon. ©. sce 
\ . Coolidge Park — 4 Sper 
largely undeveloped land mass t - 

includes the Conte campus and ae S 

leading to Taconic High School — nas 


been the subject of considerable incon- 


The Junior League 


clusive discussion in recent year: 


location,” rere 
several schools right here and it sa 


community area.” 
drive to purchase 


: ire © 
en in Berkshire ai handle installation. 


metallic fitness apparatus, accom £ installation in 


ae benefits and techniques of par- spring. 
ticular exercises. 


beam jump, body curl 


zal 


ents divorce or separate, both share 
equally in the joy and burden of raising 
their child.” 

In his complaint, filed last week in 
Berkshire Superior Court, Del Gallo 
alleges that he and the Berkshire 
Fatherhood Coalition “have basically 
[been] priced out of the free speech/free- 
dom to assemble/freedom to petition 
market” by requirements that he supply 
police protection and trash removal for 
the event. 
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By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Concluding 
that the planning for a two-day 
music festival proposed for 
Burbank Park in August is inade- 
quate, the Parks Commission on 
Monday sent the event’s organiz- 
er back to the drawing board. . 

Rinaldo Del Gallo III hopes to 
bring the Berkshire Music Festi- 
val to the park on Aug. 2 and 3. He 
told the commission that he ex- 
pects upwards of 1,000 people to 
attend the festival, which would 
feature attractions including live 
bands, various vendors and a hot- 
air balloon ride. 


‘Committee of one’ 


The park would remain open to 
the public and no admission fee 
would be charged for the festival, 
which Del Gallo, a lawyer who is 
associated with the Berkshire 
Fatherhood Coalition, said he has 
been organizing for months on a 
budget of about $1,000. Del Gallo 
concurred with one parks com- 
missioner’s characterization of 
him as a “committee of one.” 

Earlier this year, Del Gallo 
unsuccessfully sought $3,000 
from the City Council. His peti- 
tion, which was rejected on a 6-5 
vote, stated that the money was 
needed “to make the Berkshire 
Music Festival on the lake possi- 
ble, said event greatly contribut- 
ing to the arts in the City of 
Pittsfield.” 

Officials have agreed to allow 
the use of a city-owned portable 
stage at the festival. 

At their meeting on Monday 
night, commissioners questioned 


Del Gallo about his plans for secu- 


rity and trash removal, stnene 
other details. 

Del Gallo told the commission 
that he will arrange to provide a 
half-dozen volunteers with _ T- 
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shirts identifying them as “securi- 
ty” personnel and that the volun- 
teers could also attend to rubbish 


- collection and removal. Addition- 


al security could be provided by 
auxiliary police and by a deputy 
from the Berkshire County Sher- 
iff’s Department, he said. 

Following a lengthy discussion, 
during which commissioners and 
Parks Department officials ex- 
pressed doubts about the adequa- 
cy of those arrangements, Del 
Gallo said he would consult with 
Police Chief Anthony J. Riello con- 
cerning security requirements. 

Several commissioners said 
they believe that Del Gallo would 
have to hire police officers to be 
on duty at the festival. 

That cost, in addition to others 
associated with putting on the fes- 
tival, could consume his entire 
budget, said Del Gallo, who de- 
clared that city officials should be 
willing to invest in an event that 
he said will bring scores of money- 
spending visitors to the county. 

“If we’re going to have to go out 
and buy a bunch of stuff that 
costs a bunch of money, then we 
can’t do it,” he said. 

Parks Commission member 
Jane Bresnahan said the commis- 
sion will insist that sufficient 
measures be taken to assure that 
park visitors and property are pro- 
tected. 

“We’re not going to skimp be- 
cause you have $1,000,” she said. 

Bresnahan also questioned 
whether the point of land that ex- 
tends into Onota Lake just north 
of the main swimming beach will 
be large enough to accommodate 
the tethered hot-air balloon ride. 

Del Gallo said the balloon’s 
operator has told him that 150 feet 
of clearance is required. Replying 
to a question from Bresnahan, he 
said the operator has not seen the 


Parks upgrade 


ihe nperkshires 


City parks board unhappy 
with plans for music event 


area. 

Parking is likely to be a prob- 
lem at the event, said Parks Com- 
mission member John C. Mar- 
chesi, who suggested — as did 
other commissioners — that the 
number of visitors to the festival 
could far exceed 1,000, particular- 
ly if the weather is good. 

“You're going to have a problem 
with parking,” said Marchesi, who 
declared that he would not vote to 
approve Del Gallo’s plan as long 
as it calls for use of virtually the 
entire beachfront at the park. 

“If you limit it to the area 
around Controy Pavilion, I’d con- 
sider it,” Marchesi said. 

Anthony Stracuzzi, the Parks 
Department’s maintenance fore- 
man, told Del Gallo that an event 
on the scale of the one he is plan- 
ning will generate large amounts 
of rubbish and that city crews will 
not dispose of it for free. 


Trash trouble 


If festival organizers don’t pick 
up trash and dispose of it proper- 
ly, said Stracuzzi, the city will do it 
and bill the organizers. 

“We don’t have the money to 
subsidize your festival,” Stracuzzi 
said. “You’ve got to have a plan.” 

Del Gallo had originally envi- 
sioned holding a four-day event, 


but reduced it to two days follow- . 


ing discussions with James Mc- 


Grath, the city’s director of public 
services. 

Replying to commissioners’ 
questions on Monday, Del Gallo 
said he would not consider short- 
ening the festival to one day. He 
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considered but were rejected “be- 
cause we didn’t think people 
would come.” 

‘Yowre jumping into this with 
$1,000 and no plan,” said Parks 
Commission member Eugene 
Nadeau. 


“This is planned. This is seri- 
ously planned,” Del Gallo replied. 
The commission will discuss 
Del Gallo’s proposal at its next 
meeting, which is scheduled for 
July 7 at 7 p.m. at Springside 


- House on North Street. 


also said other venues had been 


Parks upgrade endorsed 


PARKS from B1 


any other issue,” said Lee, who 


| joined City Councilors Peter G. 


Arlos, Peter M. Marchetti, Robert 
G. Tuttle and James A. Arpante in 
voting against the plan on April 


\ 322. 


Last night, Lee said that the 
callers’ concerns centered around 
such matters as the effects that 
reconstruction or addition of a 
field, for instance, could have on 
drainage on their properties. 

Lee said that while he favors 
giving the Parks Commission 
wide discretion on how the funds 
are to be used, the City Council is 
nevertheless ultimately responsi- 
ble for the funds and for safe- 
guarding the interests of Pitts- 
field’s citizens. 

Neighbors of parks will be wel- 
come to bring their concerns to 
the Parks Commission as the 
planning for individual. projects 
gets under way, said James 
McGrath, the city’s dimector of 
community services. 

City Councilor Daniel L. 
Bianchi of Ward 6, a member of 
the Finance Committee, said the 
Parks Commission has demon- 
strated a willingness and ability 
to solicit public opinion about 
how the Bossidy donation should 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


be used in parks. 


Bianchi, who was absent from > 


the April 22 council meeting, said 
that he supports the plan. He also 


commended the Parks Com- 


mission for its work. 

Since the council’s vote last 
month, Bossidy has restated his 
wish that the funds be spent pri- 
marily on the renovation of play- 
ing fields. 

In a letter written in reply to 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos’ 
request for his endorsement of 
Arlos’ proposal to place the funds 
in a trust whose income would 


benefit the parks, the former °. 


Honeywell Corp. CEO wrote that 
the purpose of his donation “is a 
simple one: I looked at the play- 
ing fields when I was [in 
Pittsfield] and I was appalled, and 
I want to see something done.” 

Bossidy said that his support 
for an “early expenditure” from 
the donation is derived from his 
belief that the city will not appro- 
priate the funds necessary to acc- 
complish the purpose. 

Arlos later announced that he 
will drop his petition calling for 
establishment of the Lawrence A. 
Bossidy Trust Fund for Parks. 


D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 


dbahl ay kshireeagle.com. . 


— = 


gets committee’s OK 


PITTSFIELD — A City Council com- 
mittee last night endorsed the Parks 
Commission’s plan for spending up to 
$550,000 of a donation given to Pittsfield 
by Lawrence A. Bossidy on improve- 


ments at city parks. 


The council’s Finance Committee 
voted 4-1 to forward the plan to the full 
council with a recommendation that it be 
approved. The move gives the council a 
second opportunity to consider the mat- 
ter: On April 22, the council rejected the 
plan by a 5-5 vote. Under council rules, a 


tie vote defeats a measure. 
Lee votes no 


Councilor at large Gerald M. Lee, who 
cast the lone “no” vote at the Finance 
Committee’s meeting last night, said he 
did so because the Parks Commission’s 
plan does not contain enough specific 
information to adequately address the 
eoncerns of residents who live near city 


| 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff parks. 
The baseball field at Deming Park, with its chewed-up infield turf, is one of a gotten more calls on this than on 
several playing fields included in a plan for refurbishment with money donat- ¢\ A ie 
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Festival to mix music, 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With more than 
30 bands scheduled to play on two 
Stages over two days, it is certain 
that something will be happening 
along the shores of Onota Lake 
this weekend. 

But just what it will look and 
sound like, and whether the music 
will be drowned out by the political 
message of its impresario, is uncer- 
tain. 3 

The Berkshire Music Festival on 
the Lake is the creation of Rinaldo 
Del Gallo III, a self-employed attor- 
ney who works out of his home and 
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heads an unincorporated group, 
the Berkshire Fatherhood Coali- 
tion, that has become a loud, per- 
sistent voice in county politics over 
the past year. 

He started the Fatherhood Coali- 
tion, he said, after he “got screwed 
in the New York court system,” and 
“realized how incredibly biased the 
courts were and how much they 
were starting to destroy children. 
It is very important that children 
have fathers in their lives.” 

While he says he represents a 
large group of fathers in Berkshire 
County, he refused to name any of 
his members or other leaders of his 


group. 

Despite a budget of less than 
$1,200, Del Gallo has been able to 
attract a large number of musica] 
acts, including some of the coun- 
ty’s biggest names in children’s 
entertainment, to play for free dur- 
ing the two-day festival that he is 
billing as a “celebration of shared 
parenting” and has touted as a 
“Kids’ Woodstock.” 


Shared parenting 
Del Gallo said he plans to speak 
for five or 10 minutes before each 


performance on the adult Stage, 
discussing shared parenting and 


telling stories of fathers who have 
been wronged by the courts and of 
€x-wives who have won custody of 
their children despite making false 
claims of rape and being accused 
of arson and convicted of forgery. 


Del Gallo has become a ubiqui+ 


tous advocate for shared parent- 
ing, Which in his eyes would re- 
write state divorce laws to make 
joint custody of children the de- 
fault position of Massachusetts 
courts. Unless one were shown to 
be an unfit parent, the father and 
mother would share the responsi- 


eS . 
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Rinaldo Del Gallo 


Black Bears’ future in Pittsfield remains fuzzy 


‘By Tony Dobrowolski 
_ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Berk- 
shire Black Bears’ two-year licen- 
sing agreement with the city of 
Pittsfield to use Wahconah Park 
expires Oct. 31, but as of yester- 
day team and city officials had 
yet to schedule a formal meeting 
to discuss the baseball team’s 
future. 

Black Bears’ principal owner 
Jonathan Fleisig had told The 
Eagle in August that he would 


probably make a decision on the 
team’s future in Pittsfield “some- 
time around Oct. 1.” 


Reached at his office in New 


York City yesterday, Fleisig said 
he had yet to schedule a formal 
meeting with Mayor Sara Hath- 
away, and had not yet made a 
decision on whether to keep the 
Northeast League team in Pitts- 
field for the 2004 season. 


“No, not yet,” Fleisig said. “But 


when I do I will confer with the 
mayor.” 
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“T haven’t spoken to the mayor 
or set up a meeting,” he added. “I 
haven't even called her yet.” 


Making wedding plans 


Fleisig said he is engaged and 
has spent most of his time since 
the Black Bears season ended 
Labor Day weekend with mar- 
riage plans. 

“That’s been my top priority,” 
he said. 

Hathaway confirmed she had 
not been in touch with Fleisig, 
but said she had been informed 


Black Bears’ future still looks fuzzy 


BEARS from Al 


reported that Northeast League 
Commissioner Miles Wolff will 
visit that city this week on a “fact- 
finding mission” that could lead 
to the league placing a team there 
in time for the 2004 season. 

The Register also reported that 
Robert Wirz, the former owner of 
the Northeast League’s Water- 
bury, Conn., franchise, which 
relocated to Lynn this year; is the 
“official liaison” for a “unnamed 
owner” of one league franchise, 
and that there is at least one 
Northeast League owner “who is 
ready to move his franchise to 
Yale Field ASAP” 

Yale Field is the former home of 
the Class AA Eastern League New 
Haven Ravens. The Ravens are 
moving to Manchester, N.H., for 
the 2004 season after 10 years of 
playing in New Haven. 

In a telephone interview from 
the Northeast League offices in 
Durham, N.C. yesterday, Wolff 
confirmed he is visiting New 
Haven tomorrow. But Wolff said it 
was too'early to tell if any North- 
east League team would relocate 
there for the 2004 season. 

“IT read that same article,” Wolff 
said. “I’m going to see if New 
Haven is an option for us. I don’t 
think we’re far enough along to 
say if it’s this team or that team 
[that would move]. We have to see 
if it’s OK for the league. 

“I hate to move franchises,” 
Wolff said. “It’s not good for the 
league to keep moving around. 
We just went in there [Pittsfield] 
two years ago ... But it’s tough to 
tell an owner to lose money in a 
market.” 

Wolff the 


said Northeast 


League recently held its league 
meetings and that Fleisig gave no 
indication that he would move the 
Black Bears out of Pittsfield. 

Yale Field, built in 1927 then 
renovated 10 years ago, has a seat- 
ing capacity of 12,000, almost 
three times the size of Wahconah 
Park, which seats 4,500. New 
Haven is also located roughly 75 
miles east of New York City, 
where Fleisig lives. 


‘Gag orders’ 


When asked if he was interest- 
ed in moving the Black Bears to 
New Haven, Fleisig said he could 
not comment because the lea- 
gue’s eight owners agreed to 
“strict gag orders” when it came 
to the future movement of any 
franchises at the recent league 
meetings. 

“So I can’t answer that because 
I have to abide by the league 
first,” he said. 

Fleisig added that any com- 
ment he made on the New Haven 
situation could also affect another 
Northern League team’s future. 

The Register also reported that 
the Northeast League was expect- 
ed to “debut” a team in a new sta- 
dium in Danbury, Conn., in 2004. 

Wolff said the Northeast 
League placing a team in Dan- 
bury is “a possibility” that ap- 
pears to be fading because the 
league has yet to receive word on 
when that stadium will be com- 
pleted. He said the Allentown 
Ambassadors have considered 
moving to Danbury unless a new 
stadium is built in that Pennsyl- 
vania city. The Ambassadors drew 
an average of 1,020 fans per game 
this year, ahead of only the Black 
Bears in the league’s attendance 


standings. 

Hathaway said she was un- 
aware the Northeast League was 
interested in relocating a team in 
New Haven, except for what was 
mentioned in a letter to the editor 
published in yesterday’s Eagle. 

“T have no reason to believe it’s 
Jonathan Fleisig,” she said. 

In August, Fleisig said he want- 
ed the Black Bears to remain in 
Pittsfield, but questioned whether 
there was enough money in both 
Pittsfield and Berkshire County 
to make it feasible. 

Hathaway said yesterday she 
also wants the Black Bears to re- 
main in Pittsfield, and is willing 
to work with the team to increase 
advertising revenue. 

“I know that they were con- 
cerned about the ad revenues in 
the Berkshires,” Hathaway said. 
“From what I’ve heard there are 
very few ad-dependent business- 
es that are seeing the ad revenues 

_ they saw two or three years ago. ... 
It’s not about Pittsfield or base- 
ball. It’s a flat market for ad rev- 
enue,” 

Under the terms of the current 
licensing agreement, the Black 
Bears are required to spend 
$75,000 each year toward the 
maintenance and upkeep of Wah- 
conah Park. 

“Tm certainly willing to work 
with him on the licensing agree- 
ment for Wahconah Park to take 
some of the financial burden off if 
they show their budget can sus- 


by team and city officials that 
Fleisig would contact her when 
he was ready to make a decision. 


“TI don’t have a meeting on my 
calendar right now,” Hathaway 
said. 

She said the sooner Fleisig lets 
her know what he plans to do 
next year, the better it will be for 
the city. — : 

“Actually, when we met several 
weeks ago we thought it would 
be easier for our planning pur- 
poses to have earlier notifica- 


tain the money they were re-_ 


quired to contribute over the last 
two years,” she said. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 


en 


tion,” Hathaway said. “But their 
contract allows them to make up 
their minds in October, I be- 
lieve.” 


The Black Bears have not fared 
well at either the box office or in 
the standings in the two years 
they have spent in Pittsfield. The 
Black Bears finished eighth and 
last in the Northeast League in 
attendance this year, drawing 
43,846 fans in 45 home games, an 
average of 974 fans per game. 
The Black Bears were the only 


—— 


team in the league to average 
fewer than 1,000 fans per game 
this year. 


New Haven report 


With the Black Bears’ lease in 
Pittsfield expiring, the Northeast 
League is exploring the possibili- 
ty of relocating a team to New 
Haven, Conn., for the 2004 sea- 
son, according to a Connecticut 
newspaper. 

The New Haven Register has 
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Message 
: intermingles 
with music 


FESTIVAL from Al 


bility of rearing children, presum- -. 


ably erasing the need for child 
support payments and giving 
both an equal say in parenting 
decisions. 

His music festival is dedicated 
to spreading his message. 


Through a lawsuit filed against 


the city, which he claimed was 
trying to suppress his rights of 
free speech, Del Gallo has been 


able to obtain two police officers 
at reduced rates and to evade a | 


_city demand that he obtain insur- 
ance to protect Pittsfield against 
liability. 


Berkshire Music Festival on the Lake 


The folowing is the schedule for this weekend’s Berkshire Music Festival at 
Onota Lake, in Burbank Park. Admission and parking are free; the schedule is 
subject to change. The event is organized by the Berkshire Fatherhood 
Coalition, a group of political activists led by local attorney Rinaldd'‘Del Gallo, 


which advocates “shared parenting” in court cases involving custody disputes. 
At the beginning of each hour, every musical act on the Artabout Stage will be 


preceded by a five- minute discussion by Del Gallo on these issues. 


Saturday / Artabout Stage 
11:00-12:00 Lower Pride. Soulful rock. 
12:00-1:00 Chris and Meredith Thompson. Folk-rock. 


1:00-2:00 R&R Express. 


2:00-3:00 Stanley Maxwell. Funky Jazz. 
3:00-4:00 The Terraplanes. Blues Straight-up. 


4:00-5:00 The Patiokings. 
5:00-6:00 Domino Theory. 
6:00-7:00 PIMP. Rock. 


7:00-8:00 Melodrome. Modern rock with a retro-edge. 


Saturday / Kids’ Woodstock 
11: :00- 12: 00 Andy Giockenspiel. Children’s music. 


The Pittsfield Gazette July 10, 2003 


Parks commission apieaved controuenaal music: festival 


By Scott Eldridge II 
The parks commission on Mon- 
day gave Rinaldo Del Gallo III and 
the Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition 
permission to hold a controversial 


music festival at Onota Lake, as long 


as the group meets several provi- 
sions. 

The two-day event — billed as the 
“Berkshire Music Festival” — is 
scheduled for August 2 and 3. The 


festival will feature musical acts and : 


a“Kids’ Woodstock” with children’s 
performers. Also, Del Gallo has re- 
ceived permission to place a tethered 
hot-air balloon ride and vendors in 
the Controy Pavillion — a rare al- 
lowance from the commission. 

The commission will require the 
organization to pay for two police 
officers, confine the festival to the 


-Controy Pavillion land and provide 


commission’s police and insurance but two additional officers would 
requests. He said he is working with need to be paid for by the father- 
an event budget of $1,100. hood coalition. Del Gallo said he 
“Are you going to ask me to do can’tafford the police costs—which 
something I can’t do,” Del Gallosaid. would total $1,200 for the two days 
“I’m being priced out of the free —and insisted that auxiliary police 
speech market.” would suffice. a 
“We did our part as commission- “We have to take what [Riello’s] 
ers as far as I’m concerned,” said word is,” said Nadeau. “[You have 
commission chairman Mike Filpi. to] satisfy that requirement.” 
“We just approved your event.” Parks director Jim McGrath said 
The commissioners said they sup- the event also needs a certificate of 
port the festival but want to make insurance releasing the city in the 
sure the city and the commissioners case of “unforeseen circumstances.” 
were covered if something goes Del Gallo had submitted a release 
wrong. For more than one and one form, but McGrath forwarded the 
half hours they discussed-the neces- form to city lawyers to determine if 
sity of certain stipulations they asked it was an effective form of coverage. 
of Del Gallo. 
“Wecan’tlessen our requirements able to afford liability insurance. 
and put the people of Pittsfield at “I’m going to tell you right now 
risk, or the anyone attending your thatI can’t pay for police,” Del Gallo 


If not, Del Gallo said he will not be 


Del Galloalso serves as attorney for 
the Fatherhood Coalition and is suing 
the city for alleged free speech viola- 
tions. The five parks commissioners 
and McGrath are among the 14 defen- 
dants, along with Riello and Mayor 
Sara Hathaway. He argues that the 
city is stifling the political speech of 
the fatherhood coalition by requiring 
police presence at the event at a cost 
he cannot pay. Prior to Monday, the 
parkcommission had never approved 
or rejected the plan, instead tabling it 
at several meetings until Del Gallo 
answered commissioners’ questions. 

“We have never really denied this,” 
said commissioner Eleanor Persip. 
“Allyou had to dois comebacktous.” 


Persip said that Del Gallo never 
made clear that the music festival 


would be a political event. 


“You have never asked us if you 


Del Gallo said that when parks 
commissioners asked the content of 
lyrics, it allowed “unbridled discre- 
tion” to stop the festival. He also 


claimed that the police requirement 


is a “content-based” decision which 
would violate the First Amendment. 

McGrath said he had discussed 
police presence with Captain John 


O'Neil, who said four officers would 


provide “adequate police coverage” 
for the estimated crowd of 800 to 
1,000. McGrath said he never raised 
a content issue with O'Neil. 

Del Gallo disagreed, saying that 
all of the requirements placed onthe 
event were “inherently” content- 
based. Persip said they were requir- 
ing nothing more from Del Gallo 
than they would for other groups or 
individuals planning large events. 

bs Personally, Mr. Del Gallo, you're 


not going to find a more bleeding 
heart liberal in this city,” Filpi said. 

“To say that we’re short-changing 
you in some of this stuff is unfair ... 
It’s got nothing to do with your 


concert at risk,” said commissioner said. “[And] the insurance is un-._could have speakers or informed us if 
Gene Nadeau. questionable.” you had speakers, she said. This “ per- 

However Del Gallo insists thatthe | CommissionerJaneBresnahanen- tinent information was left out of 
requirements restrict the event. Po- couraged DelGallotoseek out spon- presentations Del Gallo made to. the 
lice chief Anthony Riello said the de- sors, saying adequate time remains board, which has beenreviewing vari- 


12:00-1:00 Robbins-Zust Family Marionette Company 
1:00-2:00 The Bowey the Clown Magic Show. 
2:00-3:00 Spaghetti Cake. Jam rock for kids. 

3:00-4:00 Vikki True. Jazz for children. 

4:00-5:00 Happy Dan the Music Man. 

5:00-5:30 Andy Glockenspiel. 


a certificate of insurance. The com- 
mission declined to allow illegal ve- 
hicle parking but waived the cost of 
trash cleanup, a bill they previously 
asked Del Gallo to cover. 


He has won free use of the 
park, a mobile stage and the Con- | 
troy Pavilion, all by making fre- |. 
quent trips to meetings of the 
City Council and Parks Commis- 


sion and peppering both with a 


barrage of petitions and requests. |: 


Performers concerned 


Interviews with a number of 
the artists scheduled to perform 
revealed that almost none knew 
much about Del Gallo or his 
cause; most said they agreed to 
play for free because it seemed 
like a nice event that would give 
them exposure to a large audi- 
ence. Many were uncomfortable 
when informed of his political 
message, unsure of what it meant 
and concerned that the event 
could veer from a music festival 
to a political rally. 

Del Gallo also takes more. con- 
troversial stands. 

He wants the state to cakeee its 
laws so police would no longer be 
able to arrest someone on a 
domestic violence charge unless 
the allegation is “supported by 
credible corroborating evidence, 
such as, but not limited to, physi- 
cal corroborating evidence, or by 
a credible, third-party witness.” 

Asked about his position on 
' domestic abuse laws and issues 
like child support payments, Del 
Gallo said that “most fathers 
aren't deadbeats, they are dead 
broke,” but declined to discuss 
further specifics, saying the mu- 
sic festival is about shared par- 
enting only. 


Endorsement required 


Though most bands and per- 
formers interviewed Tuesday said 
they had only the vaguest infor- 
mation about Del Gallo’s stand on 
shared parenting, Del Gallo said 
that he had made his position 
clear and that all the performers 
endorsed his views. 

“Some are going to be more 
vociferous about it than others, 
but they are representing that 
they are supporting it, and if they 
are not supporting it, they are not 
supposed be there,” he said. “We 
told everyone, in no uncertain 
terms, that you have to support 
shared parenting to be in the 
music festival.” 

Following an interview yester- 

day in which Del Gallo said that 
' he had secured an endorsement 
of shared parenting from every 
performer at his festival, he said 
he sent out an e-mail to all those 
scheduled to play. 
_ It reads: “You must be in favor 
of shared parenting to participate 
in the music festival. Your partic- 
ipation in the music festival will 
symbolize that, generally speak- 
ing, you favor ‘shared parenting.’ 
You cannot oppose shared parent- 
ing. You cannot be indifferent to 
shared parenting. You don’t have 
to talk to the media or be loud or 
Say anything at all — you just 
have to be in support of shared 
parenting.” 

As of yesterday evening, Del 
Gallo said none of the bands or 
artists had called to withdraw 
after receiving his message, and 
said he didn’t expect that any 
would. 


‘In support of children’ 

Vikki True, a well-known, local- 
ly based jazz singer, said her deci- 
sion to perform was made in igno- 


5:30-6:00 Spaghetti Cake. 
6:00-7:00 Picnic, games. 
7:00-7:30 Erinn Brown. 
7:30-8:00 Song of Samuel. 


Sunday / Artabout Stage 


11:00-12:00 Out of Nowhere. 
12:00-1:00 Fly By Night. Rock. 
1:00-2:00 The Feed 
2:00-3:00 TBA 

3:00-4:00 The Engine Room 


4:00-5:00 Flying Lessons. Jam/groove. 
. 5:00-6:00 Midnight Jamboree. Jam. 
6:00-7:00 Northern Spy. Rock/blues. 


7:00-8:00 Circle of Stone. 


Sunday / Kids’ Woodstock 
11:00-12:00 Scott Kepnes. Children’s music. 


12:00-1:00 Johnny Mystic. 


1:00-3:00 David Grover and the Big Bear Band. 
3:00-3:30 Scott Kepnes. Children’s music. 


3:30-4:00 Young Song. 


4:00-5:00 Robbins-Zust Family Marionette Company. 
5:00-6:00. Crystal Brook. Soft rock/folk. 


6:00-7:00. Nappy Martin. Folk. 


7:00-8:00 Thom Pease, Tom Gizzi, Connie Boyle. 


rance of Del Gallo’s politics and 
was motivated by a desire to play 
for children. 

“I am an advocate of rights for 
all human beings,” True said in a 
telephone interview Tuesday. 
“T!'m performing in this festival 
because I’ve written a jazz pro- 
gram for children to introduce 
them to this phenomenal indige- 
nous music. ... If he wants to 
speak before my act, he can limit 
it to an introduction of my band 
and the importance of music in 
the world. I am not there in sup- 
port of any causes. I am there in 
support of children.” 

Sue Birk, of the Connecticut- 
based band Spaghetti.Cake, said 
neither she nor her band mem- 
bers knew of Del Gallo’s political 
beliefs, other than the notion that 
he supports shared parenting, 
though they weren’t certain of the 
specifics of the issue. “We do wish 
we knew ahead of time, because 
we do feel that, in some way, by 
playing this, we are endorsing his 
thing. We are kind of bummed 
that we didn’t know ahead of 
time,” she said. 

Kjell Ostlund,.of the rock band 
The Patiokings, said Del Gallo 
“didn’t go into detail about what 
his position was. ... What we are 
doing is trying to get in front of as 
many people as we can, so we are 
not supporting his position, we’re 
just playing.” 

David Grover, leader of the pop- 
ular Big Bear Band, said he is 
playing in support of his own 
interpretation of shared parent- 
ing, which to him means both 
encouraging the courts to let 
fathers play a bigger role in their 
children’s lives and encouraging 
fathers to stay involved, as well. 

“I am not completely aware of 
the political objectives of this 
group, and I may not agree with 
them on all things,” Grover said. 
“But as a general rule, people who 
take on issues that are not popu- 
lar are generally people not ih the 
mainstream but trying to get 

there. There has been a lot of 
trouble around this festival. If it 
were me, I would not have caused 
that trouble, but I also know there 


is more than one way to accom- 
plish goals.” 

Del Gallo has become a fre- 
quent presence at City Council 
meetings and other political 
events. He has convinced city 
officials and state politicians to 
address gatherings sponsored by 
his coalition, and is now running 
for an at-large council seat. 

Advocates for women and other 
groups, however, worry that Del 
Gallo’s advocacy represents a 
kind of tunnel vision, that he can 
only see where divorce courts 
have wronged dads and is blind to 


issues of walk-away fathers, dead- 


beat dads and batterers. 

By crusading for shared parent- 
ing, they fear that he is really try- 
ing to drag the judicial system 20 
years into the past, when crimes 
against women by their husbands 
were deemed family matters in 
which the police did not want to 
meddle. 

Marcia Savage, executive direc- 
tor of the Elizabeth Freeman 
Center, which provides services 
to rape victims and battered 
women in Berkshire County, said 
Del Gallo’s position that the po- 
lice are too quick to arrest ac- 
cused batterers and the courts too 
swift to grant restraining orders 
would “not only take us back to 
where we were, but we would be 
back to where we were and worse. 

“We agree that a father’s pres- 
ence in the life of the children is, 
under most circumstances, a pos- 
itive thing, but not if there has 
been violence perpetrated on the 
children or the mother of the chil- 
dren,” Savage said. 

Del Gallo asserts that men lose 
custody of their children “90 per- 
cent of the time” in contested 
divorce cases, and that he only 
wants to bring balance to the sys- 
tem. “On the issue of child sup- 
port, there are a bunch of people 
who say, ‘Geez, isn’t this just a 
bunch of guys who want to get 
out of child support?’ To them I 
respond: What is morally abhor- 
rent about people wanting to 
raise their own children instead 
of paying someone else to do it?” 

Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com.. 


Del Gallo said he cannot meet the partment would donate two officers, to raise funds. 


i 


Parks benefactor irked 


PITTSFIELD — The donor of a $1 million 
gift to the city’s parks said yesterday that he 
is frustrated with the city’s inability to spend 
the money on much-needed upgrades to 
the city’s playing fields. 

Lawrence A. Bossidy, the retired CEO of 
Honeywell Inc., donated $1 million to the 
city after he withdrew his plans to bring a 
minor league baseball team to Pittsfield in 
2001. But two years later, most of the 
money has not been spent and the work he 
feels is urgently needed has not begun. 

The gift came at the conclusion of a 
lengthy debate in Pittsfield over whether the 
city should build a new baseball stadium. 
Bossidy had hoped to acquire a minor 
league team to play in the new park, but his 
plans fell apart when legislation to create 
the Pittsfield Civic Authority, which would 
have run the facility, was defeated in a spe- 
cial election. 

“| was perhaps disillusioned by the situa- 
tion when | tried to bring the baseball team 
there, and this is just another example,” 
Bossidy said. “... How does the place ever 
grow and develop in the midst of all this 
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Bossidy Bucks strategy outlined 


continued from page 1 

Monday, with plans for further dis- 
cussion on March 17. The spending 
proposal will then be forwarded to 
Mayor Sara Hathaway. 

John Marchesi refused to com- 
pletely endorse the list in its current 
form because he believes Bossidy 
only wants funds spent on fields, not 
playground equipment. Eleanor 
Persip said that she discussed the 
money with Bossidy, who said fields 
were his first priority but that other 
park enhancements were welcome. 

“I will not vote to spend anything 
on playground equipment until we 
have it in writing from him,” said 
Marchesi. 

“Yes, fields are his first priority,” 
said Persip, “but he has no problem 
with it all.” 

Persip said that updating and ex- 
panding field options is a universal 
priority, but that those investments 
primarily benefit competitive 
leagues. 

“I would also like to take care of 
the average and below-average chil- 
dren as well as the gifted athletes,” 
she said. 

Chairman Mike Filpi feels that 
McGrath's priority list addresses var- 
ied constituencies. 

“I think this is a good comprehen- 
sive list,” he said. 

Filpi said that every effort should 
be made to utilize volunteers and in- 
kind services to reduce costs and 
maximize future investment options. 

McGrath stressed that the num- 
bers are “best guess estimates” and 
the list will be “a moving target over 
time.” 


Some commissioners questioned 
plans to contribute $20,000 toward a 
concession stand project initiated by 
the North Little League. 

McGrath said that the investment 
ties into another project, the “bound- 
less playground” targeted for 
Springside Park. The goal is to have 


_the concession stand incorporate a 


handicapped-accessible restroom for 
use by visitors to the playground. © 
Set aside 

Jane Bresnahan said thatit’s essen- 
tial the overall plan include provi- 
sions for investing some money, a 
concept raised by several people 
during the public input session. 

“Do we putitall into projects or do 
we take a portion and invest if for 
year after year?” she said. 

Bresnahan said the commission 
needs guidance on how to structure 
such an ongoing account. 

Persip noted that an endowment 
was also part of Bossidy’s initial in- 
tent, to ensure future funds to main- 
tain upgraded facilities. 

“Larry strongly advised to put 
some of this money away,” she said, 
“sO we have something to fall back 
on.” 

Filpi said determining how much 
to set aside — and how to manage it 
— requires planning. He also ex- 
pressed concern that given current 
interest rates, it may be hard tocreate 
a sustaining fund that generates 
enough income to be worthwhile. 

McGrath saidit’s fineto leave some 
funds for future use, but that money 
should be spent soon to make a vis- 
ible impact. 

“I'd much rather see us tacklesome 


of these projects right off the bat,” he 
said. “Now’s the great time with this 
windfall.” 

Filpi agreed that the money can 
make an impact now and that the gift 
has been sitting largely unused for 
almost two years. “I think we should 
go forward ASAP,” he said. 

| Field needs 

Parks maintenance foreman Tony 
Stracuzzi said that field upgrades 
are an urgent need. 

“More people at this point are be- 


ing hurt on the ballfields,” he said. 


And demand for improved and 
new fields is high. “There’s people 
coming out of the woodwork for 
fields,” said Stracuzzi. 

Based on Marchesi’s concerns, the 
commission instructed McGrathand 
Filpi to write to Bossidy to ensure 
that the plan of splitting the remain- 
ing money between. fields, play- 
ground equipment and an invest- 
ment/ capital account falls within the 
spirit of his donation. 

Filpi promised to move rapidly, 
but opposed Marchesi’s formal mo- 
tion for the letter and to hold off on 
any playground investments. 

McGrath emphasized that the plan 
will require mayoral and city council 
approval before any monies are 
spent, prompting frustration from 
Marchesi. 


“By the time we get permission to 
spend this money it will be next year,” 


said Marchesi. 
At the end of 2001, the parks com- 
mission and city council authorized 


an expenditure of approximately” 


$160,000 from the gift for vehicles 
and parks maintenance equipment. 


| 


ous plans for the festival since April. bands, yourconcert, your speeches.” 
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Pittsfield 
dropped 


city solicitor’s duties for Pittsfield a lot of resources,” 


until a permanent city solicitor is 
‘work with us,” but declared Nb) y D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 


, when Tegulations concerning the “It would have cost us much obahiman @berkshireeagle.com, 
; Use of public property for special more to defend the case than to 


Prevents are promulgated in provide the su : \ 0 Ag » 

rev pport that Mr. Del 

, Pittsfield, they should make pro- Gallo is seeking at this poin 1 \V y | 
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visions for groups or individuals Hathaway said yesterday. “It 


By D.R. Baeble) 1\\ b> 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A _ lawsuit 
brought against the city by the: 
organizer of a music festival on 
Onota Lake was settled yester- 
day, 24 hours before it was: to be 
heard by a Berkshire Superior 
Court judge. ee 

Under terms of the settlement, .- 
Rinaldo Del Gallo III and the’ 
Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition 
will pay Pittsfield $400 and with- 
draw the lawsuit. eae ‘ 

For its part, the city will provide 
police protection at the festival 
on Aug. 2 and 3 and drop its 

demand that Del Gallo secure a 
certificate of insurance that 
indemnities the city against lia- 


sre) | 


| | -who can’t afford to comply with 


the regulations or associated con- 
+ ditions. 


City doesn’t concede 


F Hathaway said that she agreed 
fto the settlement after consulting 
with Chris Dodig, an attorney 
: associated with the Adams law 
- firm of Donovan & O’Connor. The 
: firm has been retained to perform 
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Sports fields 


seemed wise to me to concede the 
two points that were in dispute. I 
won't concede that we did any- 
thing wrong here. The city’s 
requirements were reasonable. hdd 
Burbank Park is a heavily used ts 
facility every summer weekend, 
and the scale of the event envi- 
Sioned by Mr. Del Gallo would 
have consumed a lot of space and 


( 


Sports fields 


bility claims that may arise from 


|- ss Oppose 
the event. | | opposed at S. 1u : d at 
Free-speech complaint | Spr ae des iu rin 2QSI de 


In his complaint against city 
officials, including Mayor sara SPRINGSIDE from Bl aie leslie 
Hathaway, the Parks Commission a gle Stafr 
and Police Chief Anthony J. and Eugene Nadeau, that city SFIELD — A 
Riello, Del Gallo contended that officials should look to other pub- rac and lacross 
by imposing certain require- | licly owned land for the two pringside Park is being opposed by a 
ments on the festival — such as fields. sroup of citizens who contend that the 
paying for police protection — Commissioners annianded fields would destroy the natural beauty 
city officials were pricing him out Moloua tel of'a large meadow in the park. 
TP WaSaacae Amicndinent Hine: eee Be ei Marchesi and About a dozen representatives of th 
place.” oe hy to situatin ae ett ORD ceion Friends of Springside Park attended : 
Del Gallo is spgkesman for the | side.” Fi 8 the field at Spring- meeting of the Parks Commissi i 
Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition, - Hteanor Persip, the third terday to urge the panel to sSebligh ae 


Proposal to situate 
e fields in the center of 


an unincorporated group that Del 
Gallo said “broke away” from a 
larger organization some time 
ago. 
During meetings at which he 
presented his case for the use of 
Burbank Park for the festival, he 
told the Parks Commission that 
there would be some “political 
speech” at the event concerning 
shared parenting, an issue with 
which the coalition is involved. 

On July 7, the commission 
voted unanimously to allow Del 
Gallo to hold the festival at 
Burbank Park, but the panel 
attached several conditions. 
Among them was that Del Gallo 
pay for two city police officers to 
patrol the festival and that he 
secure a certificate of insurance. 

Del Gallo contended that meet- 
ing either of those conditions 
would decimate the coalition’s 
budget for the festival, which he 
said was about $1,000. 

In his Superior Court com- 
plaint, Del Gallo cited U.S. Su- 
preme Court decisions that he 
interprets to mean than the city 
would infringe the First Amend- 
ment rights of people who cannot 
afford to meet such conditions by 
insisting that they be met before 
use of public property is allowed. 

“Tt’s a good day for the city, it’s 

a good day for the arts and it’s a 

good day for the First Amend- 

ment,” Del Gallo said of yester- 

day’s settlement. 
Of city officials, Del Gallo said 

that he is “glad they decided to 
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Parks commissioner at yester- 
day’s meeting, took no position 
on the matter. 

Neither Parks Commission 
Chairman Michael Filpi nor Jane 
Bresnahan, a member of the com- 
Mission, were present at the 
meeting. 

“We feel that the Original idea 
of a public park, especially Spring- 
Side, is to havea dynamic balance 
of active and specific single-use 
recreational activities around the 

periphery, with a central major 
core reserved for multiple public 
uses: walking, jogging, bicycling, 
family Picnics, bird watching 
plant and animal Study and sim- 

ple enjoyment of nature,” reads a 

letter to the Parks Commission 

from Royal Hartigan of Pittsfield 

a member of the Friends of 

Springside Park. 

Noting that a current proposal 
for use of funds donated by Pitts- 
field native Lawrence EF. Bossidy 
1s to situate new playing fields “at 
the core of the park’s natural 
Space, the center of the largest 
meadow,” Hartigan declared that 
such a move would be detrimen- 
tal to the park and urged the com- 
mission to consider other loca- 
tions for the fields. 

; Last night, Hartigan said estab- 
lishment of the fields would 
“limit the [meadow] area to a sin- 
gle use” and invite the future 
development of lighting, parking 

lots and paved roads. 
“We feel that there already is a 
developed area at the northern 
part of the park near Benedict 
Road that has the electricity. 
lighting, water and toilets that a 
series of playing fields would 
require,” Hartigan wrote. “The 
Benedict Road area also has a 
Paved road and parking lot that 
the proposed area does not, thus 
saving the proposed area from 
unnecessary paving, new parking 
lot construction, and the traffic 
and noise that would accompany 


them, and effectively destroy the 
park’s essence.” 


fields elsewhere. 


eae arguments apparently persuad- 
ed two commissioners, John C. Marchesi 
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Ecologically diverse 


Victor Capelli, a naturalist who 
conducts tours and seminars at 
Springside Park, termed the park 
“the most ecologically diverse 
area in Pittsfield — bar none.” 

Capelli said at least 50 species 
of trees and 125 species of wild- 
flowers are to be found in the 
park, and he urged the commis- 
sion to protect it from develop- 
ment. 

The proposal is a “preliminary” 
one, James McGrath, the city’s 
director of community services, 
said at the meeting. He said the 
city badly needs two nv. elds to 
accommodate growing interest in 
the sports of soccer and lacrosse. 

Ideally, said McGrath, the two 
fields would be situated “side by 
side,’ which is why Springside 
Park — with its expanses of open 
space — is under consideration as 
a possible location for them. 

“It’s incumbent on us to look 
across the gamut of city proper- 
ties” for a suitable location for the 
fields, said McGrath. 

However, McGrath stressed 
that “nothing is set in stone” and 
that the proposal is still very 
much under discussion, as are 
other aspects of a plan for use of 
the Bossidy donation. 

Replying to a question, Mc- 
Grath said it’s likely that the plan 
will be discussed at virtually 
every Parks Commission meet- 
ing for the foreseeable future. 
The commission meets on the 
first and third Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in Springside 
House, 874 North St. 

Information about agendas is 
available by calling the commis- 
sion at 499-9343. | 
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lacrosse fields at Springside 
Park, where it would also install 
bathrooms at a ball field. 


Playground equipment 


Kirvin, Deming, Clapp and Mar- 
chisio parks will all receive new 
playground equipment, as well. 

The Parks Commission expects 
the work to be done over the next 
few years. It will try to schedule 
each phase of construction to cause 
the least amount of disturbance to 
the people and teams who rely on 
the parks for recreation. | 

Bossidy made his $1 million 
donation to the city after he with- 
drew his plans to bring a minor 
league baseball here. When he 
made the gift, Bossidy, a former 
start athlete at Pittsfield High 
School, said he intended the 
money to be used to improve the 
city’s playing fields. He has 
endorsed the $550,000 in projects 
planned by the commission. 

Of the remainder of the $1 mil- 
lion, a portion was spent on 
equipment used in the upkeep of 
the fields, while $100,000 has 

been set aside for maintenance 
and $200,000 will be placed in an 
investment account and used to 
leverage grants or donations that | 


A men’s softball team called the Sullivan Litigators practices at the Gerald S. Do ial § i 
ae | . Doyle Memorial Softball Compl Ro 
in Pittsfield on Wednesday. Plans call for adding a third field to the facility. baples OF Sener mead 


; ’ Ben Garver / SE Eagle St ff 
Conner Ferris, 18, Jon Martin, 17, and D.J. Wheeler, 17, play nae: 


require matching local funds. 
‘+ Jack Dew can be reached at 
4dew @berkshireeagle.com. | 


By Laura Raskin 
The park commission gave 
Jonathan Fleisig his walking papers 
on Monday. | 
The commission voted to reques 
that Mayor Sara Hathaway officially 
sever ties and halt any negotiations 


with Berkshire Black Bears owner. 


Jonathan Fleisig over the rental of 
-Wahconah Park for the 2004 season. 
Given Fleisig’s failure torenew his 
license agreement or clarify his plans, 
commissioners favor that Babe Ruth 
baseball and other youth sports teams 
utilize the park in the 2004 season 
while Kirvin and Deming parks are 
renovated. *. 
Fleisig’s contract ended on Octo- 
ber 31 without formal action. Wide- 
” spread media reports have detailed 
negotiations to move his indepen- 
dent minor league team to Connecti- 
cut. ; 
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Park commission closes door on non-responsive Bears 


According to community services 
director James McGrath, Fleisig has 
told the city he will announce plans 
by November 26, the day he leaves 
for his honeymoon. 

_ A majority of commissioners said 
that Wahconah Park shouldn't be 
held hostage while Fleisig makes 
other arrangements. 

“T guess I’m not all that concerned 
about going out and looking for [an- 
other minor league team] because | 
love the idea that the Deming [and 
other] park renovationcan get started 
earlier and not have to worry that we 
haven’t got fields for [kids] to play 
on,” said commissioner Gene 
Nadeau. 

Using Wahconah for the duration 
of other park renovations could also 
eliminate the cost of making new 
and temporary parks during that 
time. 

Nadeau initiated the motion’ to 
‘sever ties with Fleisig. Pittsfield has 
gone without professional baseball 
before, he said, and it will give the 
city a chance to “step back” and look 
for a good offer for the 2005 season. 


The motion passed 3-2, despite 
McGrath's suggestion to wait until 
an update on Fleisig’s plans had been 
learned from Hathaway. 

“I think that would be damaging 
at this time,” said McGrath, who sug- 
gested chairman Michael P. Filpicon- 
tact Hathaway for an update and 
convey the sentiments of the board 
first. 

Commissioner Jane Bresnahan 
agreed. 


“T think that since we don’t know~ 


what conversations have gone on 
[between Mayor Hathaway and 
Fleisig] I personally am not willing 
to embarrass the Mayor or the city by 
going against a conversation that | 
don’t know what wasinit,” she said. 
Hathaway said Tuesday that she 
was aware of the passed motion and 
had not yet spoken with Fleisig. 
“He's difficult to get a hold of,” she 
said. “He did try to reach me today.” 
While opposing the commission's 
formal motion, McGrath said he un- 
derstood the commission's frustra- 


Nadeau believes Fleisig has been 
“stringing Pittsfield along and really 
he’s leveraging Pittsfield against New 
Haven [where there have been me- 
dia reports that Fleisig is moving the 
team] and vice versa. And I’d be 
willing to remove that leverage.” 

The commissioner added: “I don’t 
have any confidence that the mayor 
at this time, at this late date, will be 
able to hammer out an agreement 
that will be satisfactory to me and get 
what I feel the park is worth.” 

Commissioner John Marchesi ex- 


pressed disdain that his efforts to ~ 


begin conversations with Fleisig in 
August about plans for the 2004 sea- 
son went ignored by the commis- 
sion, and that the prior park commis- 
sion was left out of the contract agree- 
ment signed only by Fleisig and 
former Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. That 
agreement allowed Fleisig the late 
contract-ending date’of October 31. 
“We didn’t do nothing about it 
and now this guy is keeping us hang- 
ing until November 26,” said 


tion over the lackof negotiationsand Marchesi. “I think we missed the 


movement on Fleisig’s part. 
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boat.” 


Prior Wahconah tenants such as 
the Pittsfield Mets had contracts end- 
ing in August, said Marchesi, allow- 
ing enough time to search for new 
teams for the following season. 

“We got handed a lot of stuff we 
had no control over and we're trying 
to fix it,” said Filpi. 

Mayor-elect James Ruberto on 


Tuesday supported the commission's — 


vote. 

“I do support the park commis- 
sion vote,” he said. “They’re much 
closer to the situation than I am.” 

Ruberto said that it may be advis- 
able to “look at the longterm of base- 
ball in Pittsfield,” even if it means a 


period without professional baseball. - 


“We need to address it now and 
set the direction,” he said. 

The mayor-elect — having played 
Babe Ruth baseball at Wahconah Park 
when a teen — said he welcomes the 
idea of having youth teams play at 
Wahconah Park during renovations 
at other parks. 

“It’s an excellent opportunity and 
a way to get more activity in 
Wahconah Park,” he said. 


ketball at Kirvin Park in Pittsfield on a court that is slated for 
improvement with money donated by Lawrence Bossidy. 


City Parks Dept. 
to set priorities | 
for field projects 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — After winning 
belated approval from the City 
Council for a host of projects, the 
Parks Department will begin set- 
ting priorities for upgrades to 
Pittsfield’s playing: fields that it 
Says are needed badly. 

Its job will.be complicated by 
the heavy use residents makes of 
the 24 city parks during the sum- 
mer, and Director of Community 
services James McGrath said the 
goal is to begin work in the late 
summer or early fall. 

During Tuesday night’s meet- 
ing, the City Council authorized 
the use of $550,000 from a $1 mil- 
lion donation made to Pittsfield 
by Lawrence A. Bossidy, the 
retired CEO of Honeywell Inc. Its 
10-1 vote in favor of the project 
reversed a decision at its April 22 
meeting, when the proposal failed 

on a tie, 5-5 vote. The loss drew 
criticism from Bossidy, who said 
he was frustrated at the city’s 
inability to spend the money that 
he felt was urgently needed to 
better the playing fields. 


Busiest time of year 


McGrath said the Parks Depart- 
ment and the commission that 
oversees it will be talking over the 


next few weeks of the best way to 
proceed with the work. “This is 
the busiest time of year for the 
Parks Department. We are short- 
staffed, we don’t have a recreation 
director. There are a lot of things 
going on in the department, but 
certainly the Bossidy projects are 
important, and we are committed 
to getting them done and getting 
them done right.” 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael J. Filpi said he was 
relieved the projects had finally 
won council approval. 

“I don’t think voting: it down 
sent a good message to anyone 
who was looking in and perhaps 
was wanting to donate money as 
Mr. Bossidy did,” Filpi said. “Why 
would you want to donate money 
to the city when you have to go 
through this much aggravation to 
get it spent?” 

The list of projects includes 
renovating a number of city 
fields, including the soccer field 
and basketball court at Kirvin 
Park, the baseball diamond at 
Deming Park, and the soccer field 
at Clapp Park. 

The city also plans to build a 
third softball field at the Doyle 
Memorial Complex, and con- 
struct two new soccer and 
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Park leaders seek progress, not politics 


Advocates promote 
accessible park idea 


The dream ofa handicapped-accessible 
playground in Pittsfield this week took 
_ onestep forward and one step backwards. 


ON Monday, the parks commission unani- 
mously voted to designate a section of 


Springside Park for the proposed “boundless 
playground.” . 


ARH ~ 


However the commission also removed — 


$50,000 in seed money, after being informed — 


by parks benefactor Larry Bossidy that he 
feels the projectshould be government funded 
(see related story). 

“This is needed and important,” said com- 
munity services Jim McGrath. “Wereally want 
to see this thing happen.” 

A coalition of social agencies — including 
the Berkshire County Association for Retarded 

_ Citizens, United Cerebral Palsy and AdLib — 
is advocating for the project. 3 

The initiative also has strong support from 
officials including parks commission chair- 
man Mike Filpi, city council president Rick 
Scapin and Mayor Sara Hathaway. 

“Tt will be a wonderful resource for families 
and will also be a regional attraction to bring 
people to the city,” said Hathaway. 

But funding construction — estimated at 
$150,000 to $250,000 — plus ongoing mainte- 
nance, will be a challenge. 

Ken Singer, executive director of BCARC, 
says KB Toys has already pledged $5,000 to 
support the initiative. 

“Tt does have a lot of community support,” 
he said. “There have been nonegatives at allas 


See ACCESSIBLE page 7 # 


PEDA park plans advance 


continued from page 1 


The 3-1/4 acre facility — to be maintained by PEDA for three years and 


: 
: 
i 


aR wes 


LES Seas BN 


eae ies 


Soars ase LORS Is Seas | oe Ki TES us Me. Ee 5 
Tom Hickey outlines plans for the Mark Belanger Memorial Sports Facility on Monday. 
The Pittsfield Economic Development Authority will construct the facility, which will 


include a field for baseball/softball and soccer/lacrosse, encircled by a guarte 
walking track. , 


Plans advance for Belanger youtl 


Construction should begin this spring on the Mark Belanger Memorial Sports 
Facility for an opening in 2004. a 


The $600,000 complex off East and Newell streets is being constructed by the Pittsfield 
Economic Development Authority on former General Electric property. . 
“T see this as being a very successful addition to the community,” PEDA executive director 
Tom Hickey said on Monday. 
Hickey hosted a sparsely attended public hearing Monday to update progress on the project. 
A public input period will conclude next week. 
See PEDA page ll & 


then turned over to the city — will include fields that for youth baseball or 


softball and for youth soccer or lacrosse. 


Surrounding the fields will be a quarter-mile walking track. 
The entire facility will be illuminated by seven 70-foot light poles, with 


separate lights for game use and track use. 


“It will be for all the different [youth] leagues, 


get used to playing under lights.” 


Hickey said that youth teams from Pittsfield competing in tournaments 
have been at a disadvantage because they're not accustomed to night 


games. 


“Itis very confusing the first time you play under artificial lights,” he said. 
The 12-foot wide walking track should prove popular with adults, 
particularly since PEDA has decided to install a more expensive rubber- 


style surface. 


“We think it will get a lot more use if we have it on there rather than 


gravel,” said Hickey. 


The facility will also include portable bleachers, restrooms, a sprinkler / 


” said Hickey, “so they can 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The leader of a group 
trying to place a Northeast League base- 
ball team in New Haven, Conn., next year 

said yesterday that Berkshire Black 
Bears principal owner Jonathan Fleisig 
has not been involved in the negotiations. 

“Pm not negotiating on his behalf,” 
said investment adviser Rick Handel, 


of any other 


Spending plan for 
Bossidy gift updated 


With a little extra guidance from the 
donor, the parks commission on Monday 
finalized a general proposal to spend 
$550,000 from funds donated by Larry 


Bossidy. 


Mayor Sara Hathaway on Wednesday en- 
dorsed the plan and forwarded it to the city 


council. 


Commissioners had tentatively supported 
a concept last month, but wrote to Bossidy to 
ensure their plan met the spirit of his dona- 


tion. 


In 2001, Bossidy donated $1 million to boost 
city parks. About $150,000 was spent that year 
to purchase maintenance vehicles and equip- 
ment, The remaining funds are in an interest- 


bearing account. 


Based ona March 7 letter from Bossidy, the 
commission this week modified their concept 
— striking monies for a new handicapped 
accessible playground (see related story). 

Bossidy stressed his support for physically 
challenged children but said “funds for con- 
struction of an all-access playground should 
be provided by either the city or state.” 

In general, Bossidy endorsed the 


_ commission’s approach: “You are correct in 


assuming that the main intent of my donation 
was to improve & preserve the city’s playing 
fields,” he wrote. “Hence, I’m delighted to 
learn that several parks will be the recipient of 


much-needed upgrades.” 


The other sticking point for some commis- 
sioners involved whether it is appropriate to 
See BOSSIDY page 7 # 


Handelman said the Black Bears are not the only 
Northeast League team his group would approach 
to see if it was interested in moving to New Haven. 


Black Bears among teams 
eyed by New Haven group 


Although The Register reported Sun- 
day that the Black Bears’ move to New 
Haven “looks to be airtight,” Handelman 
said he won’t ask Fleisig— or the owner 


Northeast League team — 


whether they are interested in moving 
their franchises to New Haven until his 
group obtains the lease. 

Lease negotiations are still continuing, 
Handelman said. 

“A draft lease has been sent to my at- 


irrigation system and a portable concession trailer. 


Provisions of the PCB consent-decree that governs PEDA operations 
prohibit permanent food operations. 


Hickey stressed that the property — which GE will lease to the city for 99 
years at.a cost of $1 — is free of contamination. 


“I'm satisfied, the EPA is satisfied — this is going to be a youth facility so 
we’ ve made sure,” he said. 


man of Scarsdale, N.Y., who heads the 
group representing the league in the 
New Haven negotiations, in a telephone 
interview yesterday. 

The New Haven (Conn.) Register has 
reported that the Black Bears will move 
to New Haven as soon as Handelman’s 


torney, and he sent it back to them,” 
Handelman said. “We’re in a holding pat- 
tern right now.” 

Handelman said he had hoped the 
lease negotiations would be wrapped up 


Visible amenity 


Hickey views the sports complex as an visible indicator of the cit 


recovery from the tarnish of contamination. 


“It's going to look nice, it will give the city a good image,” he said. 
The PEDA executive director also stated that the facility will be a 
“valuable amenity” as his organization looks to attract new companies to 


the area. 


_ “This goes right along with the change of the whole south side of East 


Street from an old industrial site,” he said. 


Community services director Jim McGrath said the parks department 
will work with PEDA to schedule use of the fields and develop along-term 


plan to operate and maintain the complex. 


group can reach agreement on a lease to 
i use 6,200-seat Yale Field next year. 
ry S 
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Bears among 
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The negotiations were original- 

ly held up because Handelman S 

attorney had to attend to a family 

| matter in St. Louis, he said. 
| Negotiations have been suspendéd 


“We're going to work on this together,” he said. : | through this weekend because of 


Parks commissioner John Marchesi welcomes the additi 


of-the-art fields. : 
“That soccer field is badly needed,” he said. 


The facility is being named in memory of former Major League Baseball 


shortstop Mark Belanger, a local athlete renowned for his defensive prow- 
ess. | 


the Yale-Harvard football game 
today in New Haven. ‘ 

“Bverything goes on hold” be- 
cause of the Yale-Harvard game, 
Handelman said. “We won't go 
back [to negotiating] until early 
next week.” 

Fleisig has said he has not Spo- 
ken with anyone about moving 
the Black Bears to New Haven 
next year, and would like to speak 
with officials in Pittsfield before 
he makes a final decision. He has 
said he hopes to have the Black 
Bears’ situation wrapped up by 
Wednesday, when he leaves on his 


honeymoon. 
Handelman, a part-owner of the 


eae 


by yesterday. 
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teams eyed by New Have 


Northeast League’s Brockton Rox, 
said he spoke with Fleisig after 
reading reports in The Eagle about 
the Black Bears’ status In Pitts- 
field. 2 . 

Handelman said Fleisig also in- 
dicated to him that he wants to 
speak with Pittsfield officials be- 
fore deciding his team’s fate. 

“He’s very loyal to [Mayor] Sara 
Hathaway,” Handelman said. 
“He’s talked very highly of her, 
and he wants to do the right thing 
by her.” 

If Fleisig did agree to move the 
Black Bears to New Haven, Han- 
delman said he would ask him to 
remain as part of the ownership 

roup. 
: Vien: I go to, I kind of 
hope they stay on as an owner!, 
Handelman said. 

Handelman said the Black Bears 
are not the only Northeast League 
team his group would approach to 
see if it was interested in moving 


to New Haven. But H eclined to 
say what other league teams he 
might contact. 

It is believed the Northeast 
League would consider letting the 
Allentown (Pa.) Ambassadors move 
to another city. The Ambassadors, 
who had the second-worst atten- 
dance behind the Black Bears in 
the Northeast League this year, 
were interested in moving into a 
new stadium in Danbury, Conn., 
for the 2004 season. But North- 
east League Commissioner Miles 
Wolff said that deal fell through 
because the Danbury stadium 
won't be ready until at least 2005. 

Hathaway said she has spoken 
by telephone with Fleisig since 
the Black Bears’ season ended 
Labor Day weekend, but that ne- 
gotiations on the team’s future in 
Pittsfield have not taken place. 
The Black Bears’ two-year licens- 
ing agreement with the city to use 


Wahconah Park expired Oct. 31. 


Fleisig has never told Hatha- 


Ni ie oo that the Black Bears would 


definitely leave Pittsfield. But ac- 
cording to the mayor, Fleisig has 
told her that he was giving 
“strong consideration” to alternate 
locations for the team, mainly be- 
cause of the lack of advertising »» 
revenue available in Pittsfield. 
Despite the lack of any sub- 
stantive negotiations between the. 
Black Bears and the city since the 
season ended Labor Day week- 
end, Fleisig said earlier this week | 
that he was stunned when the 
Pittsfield Parks Commission vot- 
ed to urge Hathaway to break off 
negotiations with him. He be- 
lieves officials have unfairly char- 
acterized the status of his team. 
The Parks Commission voted to 
ask Hathaway to sever ties with 
Fleisig in part because some of its 
members felt Fleisig was using 
Pittsfield as leverage to get a bet- 
ter deal in another city. 
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Bouton offers his 


continued from page 1 
civic authority and new stadium, to 
be built partially on property owned 
by the media company. 

On February 7, 2001 — with the 
long-delayed civic authority election 
four months away — Elitzer and 
Bouton pitched their Wahconah Plan 
to the leaders of Berkshire Sports 
including attorney Gerry Denmark, 
Eagle publisher Andy Mick and 
former community development di- 
rector [om Murphy. 

Following the meeting, the Berk- 
shire Sports team — and the Berk- 

-shire Eagle — continued to deny the 


existence of alternatives to a new: 


stadium: “In the days that followed 
there was no discernible difference 
in the reporting, the columns or the 
editorials of The Berkshire Eagle.” 

From a subsequent luncheon, Bou- 
ton quotes Mick stating that the 
group’s alternative — renovating 
Wahconah Park — wouldn't be ac- 
knowledged by pro-civic authority 
forces: “We're not going to make it 
public.” 

With the June defeat of the civic 
authority — and the Eagle’s subse- 
quent condemnations of voters — 
Bouton and Elitzer saw a chance to 
revisit their plan. 

“This was also exciting. And very 
odd. Here we were, backin the game, 
as the result of a Herculean effort 
from total strangers who had no idea 
what was around the corner,” he 
writes. 

Elitzer lobbied Mick to now sup- 
port their plan. Bouton says that Mick 
explained, “it’s not my decision... the 
guy you have to convince is my boss 
in Denver.” 

The “Foul Ball” introduction con- 
cludes: “A historic ballpark’sdon to 
be abandoned, a government that 
ignores its citizens, a newspaper at 
war with its readers, the curious in- 
volvement of General Electric, and 
the shots are being called by a guy in 
Denver? It was about this time that I 
began taking notes.” 

The bulk of the book recounts — 
day by day — Bouton’s campaign to 
win over skeptical city officials and 
his group’s many brushes with the 
Eagle. Numerous Eagle editorials and 
stories are quoted — as well as other 
media accounts. | 

Onelively description recallsa June 
18 meeting with former Mayor 
Gerald Doyle, Jr. and Murphy, dur- 
ing which Doyle whips out a ciga- 


rette, swears into a phone and offers 


to fix parking tickets. Doyle is de- 
scribed as exuding “a regular-guy 
affability and unjustly accused fury, 
creating the overall impression of a. 
pugnacious maitre d’.” | 
- On June 19, Bouton reports. that 
“the Berkshire Eagle continues to 
promulgate its own sad view of the 
world... You would think that the 
Berkshire Eagle — with a financial 
stake in the outcome of a new sta- 
dium versus Wahconah Park — 
_ would bend over backward toat least 
give the appearance of fairness.” 
Over the course of the book few at 
the Eagle receive flattering portray- 
als. For purposes of the book, edito- 
rial page editor Bill Everhart and 
editor David Scribner are eventually 
merged into a single unfriendly 
naysaying creature, the “Ever-Scrib.” 
When the Eagle publishes a July 8 
story by Bill Carey that Bouton deems 
fair, he muses, “I wonder how much 
longer Carey will be working at the 


Eagle.” 


Bouton’s pen in “Foul Ball.” He also 
aims with gusto at an array of city 
officials with whom he sparred in- ' 
cluding former parks commission 
chairman Cliff Nilan and an array of 
current and former city councilors. 
The story continues withawkward | 
meetings before the parks commis- | 
sion, the short-lived reemergence of | 
Larry Bossidy with a possible team | 
and the south county group’s show- | 


down with Doyle-favorite Jonathan | 
Fleisig. 


The Bouton group provided 
sketches of planned renovations to 
Wahconah Park and tried to sell offi- 
cials on a plan for a long-term occu- 
pancy at Wahconah Park. 

Along the way, they encountered 
skepticism because they didn’t cur- 
rently own an available baseball team 
and because of their physical and 
business plans. 

Of a planned phone-in vote fol- 
lowing a televised meeting to let resi- 


. dents show support for their favorite 


baseball concepts, Bouton laments 

“the Eagle buried it in the Commu- 
‘nity Notes section asif it were a store 
opening or a Kiwanis meeting.” 

While unable to get the Eagle to 
report in depth about their phone 
poll — which drew more than 5,000 
votes — Bouton said on August 24 
the daily newspaper showed “the 
proper way to conduct a preference 
poll: Send [a reporter] to a Big Y 
supermarket and have him interview 
six people.” 

_ The book continues into the fall 
elections and the parks commission’s 
ultimate decision to have Fleisig bring 
his then-inactive minor league base- 
ball team to Wahconah for 20U2 and 
2003, sending Bouton & Co. back to 
the locker room. 

In a brief appendix titled “Smok- 
ing Gun,” Bouton alleges that con- 
tamination at the “new” stadium site 
— corner of West and Center streets 
— is worse than was publicly re- 
ported. 

He cites a state environmental pro- 
tection “release notification form,” 
warning of pollution at the site, which 
the Eagle or its representatives re- 
ceived in January 2001. According to 
Bouton, “had the vote been in favor 
of a civic authority, the liability of a 
cleanup would have passed through | 
the civic authority and, ultimately, to 
the citizens of Pittsfield.” 

Bouton’s -conclusions about 
Pittsfield politics are harsh: “It’s hard 
to keep track of which politicians are 
beholden to whom. This is democ- 
racy in action, advice and consent, 
Pittsfield style: The power structure 
advises the council what it wants to 
see happen and asks them to play or 
else. Once the council consents, which 
can take all of fifteen minutes, the 
matter goes to the lower chamber — 
DelGallo’s. or The Brewery — for 
enactment by people like the mayor 
and his commissioners.” 

Later he adds: “The sad fact is that 
in Pittsfield, it doesn’t really matter 
who holds office at any given time. 
The shots are called by Berkshire 
Bank, the Eagle, Cain Hibbard and 
General Electric. Whether it’s a plan 
to restore Wahconah Park or a cam- 
paign to clean up the Housatonic 
River, if the Gang of Four doesn’t 
want it, it’s not going to happen. No 
matter what the people want. And 
no matter who they elect.” 


y 


fisxersiee | Bouton s 
ecrienereseen Book about failed 


FOUL BALL 


MY LiFE AND HARG TIMES TRYING TO SAVE AM OLE BALLPARK 


JIM BOUTON 


husthor ef BALL FOUR 


ae > 


“Ball Four” author Jim Bouton comes out 
swinging in his upcoming book about his 
Pittsfield experiences. 


Mayor: Black Bears likely to go 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD —TIf Jonathan Flei- 
sig is serious about bringing the 
Berkshire Black Bears back to Pitts- 
field next year, it appears Mayor 
Sara Hathaway doesn’t know about 
it. 

Responding to the Parks Com- 
mission’s recommendation to break 
off negotiations with the baseball 
team owner, Hathaway yesterday 
said she hasn’t been negotiating 
with Fleisig at all but conceded that 
the Northeast League team is leav- 
ing town following two years at 
Wahconah Park. 

“T think that they wanted me to 


pins his Wahcona 


baseball bid lacerates Pittsfield politics and Eagle agenda 


The game is fixed in Pittsfield, declares Jim Bouton. 


The former professional baseball player tosses serious 
fastballs — some may describe them as a beanballs — in 
his soon-to-be-published book, “Foul Ball.” 


Subtitled “My Life and Hard Times Trying to Save an Old 


Ballpark,” the bookis a diary of Bouton’s unsuccessful attempts 
—with two partners — to bring a minor league baseball team to 


Pittsfield in 2001. 


Following a dispute with his publisher, Public Affairs, Bouton 
now plans to self-publish “Foul Ball” through his Bulldog 


Publishing imprint. 


Bulldog already publishes “Ball Four: The Final Pitch,” the 
updated version of Bouton’s famed account of his 1969 baseball 


season. 


Advance, uncorrected copies of “Foul Ball” sent this past 
week to select national media reveal a blunt book that offers one 
person’s view of a crazed power establishment in Pittsfield. 

Bouton takes swipes at the officials, business leaders and 
others — particularly The Berkshire Eagle — who he felt threw 
curveballs at him as he campaigned to field a team at Wahconah 


Park. 


is unfazed. 


The book has already drawn flak from the Eagle, but Bouton 


“] put this book up against the Eagle’s version of the same . 


events,” the author stated. 


stop negotiating,” Hathaway said of 
the commission’s decision, made 
earlier this week. “I’m not even 
sure the language is relevant be- 
cause there really hasn’t been a ne- 
gotiation under way. 

“T don’t see a likely continuation 
of Mr. Fleisig’s team in Pittsfield, so 
I think the whole thing is moot,” 
she said. “If it changes, Pll let the 
Parks Commission know, but that’s 
where it stands now.” 

‘ On Wednesday, Fleisig sounded 
astonished that the Park Commis- 
sion had voted, 3-2, to urge break- 
ing off negotiations with him. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi said the three com- 
missioners who voted in favor were 


Mayor looking at city’s baseball opti 


MAYOR from Bl 


The Register on Sunday de- 
scribed the move as “airtight.” 

Fleisig has said that he has not 
spoken to anyone in New Haven 
about moving there, and that he 
believed the Parks Commission 
has unfairly characterized the sta- 
tus of his team. 

The Black Bears cleaned out 
their offices in Pittsfield when the 
lease expired on Oct. 31. General 
Manager Michael Kardimas and 
Manager Darren Bush have left 
the club since the season ended. 
On Monday, Bush was named 
manager of the Northeast 
League’s Quebec Les Capitales. 

Hathaway said yesterday she 
has not had an in-depth discus- 
sion with Fleisig since August, 
when he met with city officials in 
Pittsfield to discuss the status of 
the team. Filpi also attended that 
meeting. | 

At that meeting, Hathaway 
said, Fleisig indicated that he had 
not received the amount of adver- 
tising revenue in Pittsfield that 
he had hoped for in order to keep 
the Black Bears at Wahconah 
Park. 

Since then, Hathaway said 
most of her discussions with Flei- 
sig have been telephone conver- 
sations in which he has updated 
her on his plans for the team. 


os 


Hathaway denied the Parks Com- 
mission’s contention that Fleisig 
has been using Pittsfield as lever- 
age while he looks for a better 
deal from another city. 


Straightforward talks 


Before the city election earlier 
this month, Hathaway said Flei- 
sig had already informed her he 
would be looking at other loca- 
tions for the Black Bears because 
of the lack of revenue available in 
Pittsfield. 

The Black Bears averaged few- 
er than 1,000 fans per game last 
season, the lowest average among 
the Northeast League’s eight 
teams. 

“T don’t think he wants to fore- 
close all of his options because I 
don’t believe he has a final offer 
from New Haven or any other 
city,” Hathaway said. “Nothing is 
final yet. : 

“He’s been very straightfor- 
ward with me about the need for 
more revenues and a business 
opportunity for his investment,” 
Hathaway said. “There’s been 
nothing underhanded about the 
way he’s dealt with me. 

“He didn’t want to slam the 
door because he sees some value 
in our relationship. But he is ex- 
ploring other options and there 
hasn’t been anything underhand- 

ed about it. 

“He has also always pledged 


Bouton acknowledged that his descriptions of Pittsfield insid- _ 
ers and recreations of embarrassing (and often confidential) 
conversations will ruffle feathers. 


tale 


“T have notes of every single conversation,” he said, adding 
that he feels his “contemporaneous notes” accurately depict the 


events. 


The book — set to hit stores in June — is already attracting 


attention. The New York Times on April 10 devoted three- 


quarters of one page to Bouton and his project. 

The uncorrected version of the book distributed to media is 
354 pages. Minor changes—and the addition of anauthor's note 
— will take place before the consumer copy is printed. _ 

“Foul Ball” opens with a brief discussion of the politics of 
publicly funded new stadiums for professional sports leagues 
and seques into Bouton’s affection for Wahconah Park, which he 
lauds for its “own sublime balance.” ; | 

“Bvery time I would read or hear something about the plight 
of Wahconah Park, I'd feela little tug of sadness,” writes Bouton. 
“How could they abandon a landmark that means so much to 
the city?” 

The author comments on Bill Gladstone’s plans to move the 
Pittsfield Mets/ Astros to a new publicly funded stadium in 
New York state’ and the subsequent proposal to build a new 

stadium and create a quasi-governmental civic authority in 


_ Pittsfield. 


Bouton teamed up with fellow south county resident Chip 
Elitzer and minor-league sports team owner Eric Margenau to” 
begin a quest to offer an alternative to closing Wahconah. 

Bouton notes that The Berkshire Eagle — one of the partners. 


of Berkshire Sports & Events — campaigned mY ahe> 
: aie 


‘See BOUTON va 


concerned that the Black Bears’ 
owner had let the two-year licens- 
ing agreement to use Wahconah 
Park expire, that it appeared the 
Black Bears would be leaving Pitts- 
field anyway, and that Fleisig was 
using Pittsfield as leverage to gain a 
better deal for his team in another 
city. The Parks Commission main- 


tains 4,000-seat Wahconah Park. 


The New Haven (Conn.) Register 
has published several reports stat- 
ing that the Black Bears will leave 
Pittsfield for New Haven once a 
group representing the Northeast 
League can obtain a lease to use 
6,200\seat e ie A report in 
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that if he didn’t céme back~to 


Pittsfield, he would help us find 
an alternative team,” the mayor 
added. | 

Fleisig on Wednesday said he 
has been in “constant contact” 
with Hathaway since the Black 
Bears season ended Labor Day 
weekend, but later said he had 
only spoken with the mayor a 
“handful” of times. 

Fleisig also said he has ex- 
changed voice-mails with Mayor- 
elect James M. Ruberto and was 
looking forward to speaking with 
him. Ruberto did not return a 
telephone call yesterday seeking 
comment. 

Hathaway said she has spoken 
with representatives of other 
baseball teams about playing in 
Pittsfield next year, but declined 
to identify them. “I'd rather not 
say yet,” Hathaway said. 

Representatives of the New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League, which has a franchise in 
North Adams; the Northeast 
League and the Atlantic League 

have expressed varying degrees 
of interest in placing a team in 
Wahconah Park. 

“My bottom line is, I do not 
want to have a season without 
baseball in Wahconah Park,” Hath- 
away said. 

Tony Dobrowolskt 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 
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Accessible playground project | 
now has home, but needs funds 


continued from page | 
we have described it to civic groups 
... It’s such an exciting project.” 

The “boundless playground” con- 
cept incorporates designs and con- 
struction materials that allow wheel- 

_ chair-bound children to enjoy tradi- 
tional play activities. 
Interaction encouraged 


Advocates stress the playground 


would be for all children, not just the 
physically challenged. 

“This playground would be for 
everybody,” said Singer. 

McGrath says that the playground 
would resemble a traditional mu- 
nicipal park area but with wider 
spaces between apparatus and sur- 
faces that allow wheelchair use. ~ 

“With ramps and other elements, 
it will be a more sprawling structure, 
but well-designed,” he said. 

Maneera Murphy, who works with 
children in wheelchairs both as a 
parent and leader of the “Winners on 
Wheels” program, says that allow- 
ing wheelchair-bound kids to share 
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activities with non-challenged chil- 
dren is an important benefit. _ 
“This will be a place where they can 
be on equal footing, where they can 
play together,” she said. “It’s a play- 


ground these kids can go to and play . 


with their friends, to be together rather 
than on the side watching.” 

After visiting a “boundless. play- 
ground” in East Hartford, Murphy 
began dreaming about seeing one in 
Pittsfield. 

“It's great because it’s accessible,” 
she said. “It’s all matted, the swings 


have high backs and harnesses and. 


the surface is something a wheelchair 
can go over... It’s for everyone.” 

McGrath thinks the designated 
Springside Park location — off 
Springside Avenue by the North Little 
League field — is ideal. 

The site is in proximity to other 
activities, has nearby parking, re- 
quires minimal fill and the potential 
to piggyback a restroom with a Little 
League structure. | 

“Tt also makes sense to concentrate 


activities at Springside Park,” he 
said. 

Other possible locations — such 
as Kirvin Park and the Common — 
were rejected, in part due to access 
problems. 

McGrathisn’tsure how the project 
will be funded. “A significant 
fundraising effort will have to get 
underway,” he said. 

The community services director 


- said fundraising and grant solicita- 


tion must be launched. 

Hathaway, while supporting the 
initiative, said the city is not posi- 
tioned to provide funding. 

“We don’t have that kind of 
money,” she said. “I am looking at 
possibilities in our [federal] block 
grant funds, but we don’t have 
$50,000 we can spare.” 

Once the playground is built, the 
agencies, notably BCARC, willserve 
as long-term advocates. 

“This will be a city playground, 
but BCARC will be the stewards,” 
McGrath said. 


Bossidy project list sent to City Hall 


continued from page 1 
use some of the monies for play- 
ground equipment. 

“It is important to inform you that 
I support this proposal,” Bossidy 
wrote. However he requested that 
no more than 25 percent of any one 
year s disbursement be used for play- 
ground equipment. 

The current overall plan — as 
drafted by community services di- 
rector Jim McGrath — sets aside 
$200,000 for investment and “future 
project leveraging” plus $100,000 for 
a maintenance account to fund up- 
keep of fields. 

: Priorities 

The remaining $550,000 would be 
allocated to: 

* redo the soccer fields and basket- 
ball court plus to install a new play- 
ground structure at Kirvin Park 

¢ redo the baseball field and install 
new playground pieces at Deming 
’ Park 

* complete the third softball field 
at the Doyle Memorial complex and 
redo the Babe Ruth field 

° build two new fields and to sub- 
sidize a handicapped-accessible 
restroom at Springside Park 

* install new playground pieces at 
Coolidge Park/ Conte School 

¢ redo the soccer fields, install 
safety fences and add a playground 
structure at Clapp Park‘ - 

° install new playground pieces at 
Marchisio Park. 

McGrath's $550,000 tentative bud- 
getallocates $100,000 for contingency 
if estimates for any components are 
insufficient. 

Lingering questions . 

‘While commissioners endorsed the 
general plan, they plan to further 
investigate two proposed expendi- 


Parks maintenance foreman Tony 
Stracuzzi said Springside desperately 
needs restroom facilities. “It’s a 
heavily used park,” he said. “There’s 
nature trails, ball fields, basketball 
and there’s no bathroom there.” 


McGrath said “a bathroom for “” 


Springside is really needed.” 

Nadeau remained unconvinced: 
“What we're doing there is to use the 
Bossidy money to bail out the city.” 

Commissioners Eleanor Persip and 
Jane Bresnahan want to review the 
Coolidge improvements. 

“T grew up in that park but I didn’t 
know it was in existence anymore,” 
said Persip. “If it’s [still] an estab- 
lished park and you're replacing the 
equipment, fine ... otherwise I don’t 
think Larry would go forit, the money 
was directed to the parks, not the 
school department.” 

A key question is whether the play- 
ground equipment will be placed on 


* park property or school property — 


and who will maintain it. 

“T think it can be handled quite. 
easily,” said McGrath, saying parks 
and school personnel can draft a writ- 
ten agreement. 

No more delays 

Chairman Mike Filpi said it’s vital 
that the process begin to free up 
money so the parks can begin reaping 
the benefits from the donation. 

“It’s going on two years that 
nothing’s been done,” he said. 

Bresnahan hopes that the city coun- 
cil doesn’t try to micromanage the 


tures: the Springside restroom and ‘ 


the Coolidge Park equipment. 
The restroom was originally part 
of an allocation to the North Little 


League to finish ‘construction of a 


concession stand at Springside Park. 
“T still have a problem with that, 
it’s $10,000 I don’t think is covered in 


the letter,” said commissioner Gene 
Nadeau. 


commission's plan, which has been 
the subject of numerous meetings 
and a December public input hear- 
ing. 

“We need to send it to the city 
council very strongly,” she said. 
This is the board that investigated 

the parks, that visited the parks, that. 
worked with the authorities on the 
parks such as Mr. Stracuzzi.” — 

Filpi said councilors are aware of 
the commission’s efforts. “I don’t 
think we’re going to have 11 people 
trying to pick and choose [projects],” 
he said. 

Nadeau said the key thing is tosee 
the money used as intended oh 
Bossidy. 

“I'd like to have some fields we 
can be proud of,” he said. “Take care 
of those first and see where we stand 
after that.” 

Mayoral support 

While some city councilors have 
voiced other ideas for the Bossidy 
fund (see related story on page 3), 
Mayor Hathaway supports the 
commission’s recommendations. 

“They made some good choices 
for the community,” the mayorsaid. 
“T feel the parks commission sought 
community input, considered a 
range of alternatives and communi- 
cated with the donor.” 

Like all municipal appropriations, 
allocations from the Bossidy fund 
are subject to review by the city’s 
state-controlled finance oversight 
board. 
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Fleisig 
ant ed. 


by narke 
board vote 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Berkshire 
Black Bears principal owner 
Jonathan Fleisig said yesterday 
he was stunned that the Parks. 


- Commission on Monday night 


voted to urge the city to “break off. 
negotiations” on the Northeast 
League baseball team’s possible 
return to Wahconah Park next 
season. 

“You just knocked the wind out 
of me,” Fleisig said from his office 


in New York City after being 


informed of the Parks Commis: 
sion’s 3-2 vote. 


‘The general 
feeling is [the 
Black Bears are] 
not coming 

back anyway.’ 


Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi was one of the two 
dissenters. But he said yesterday 
he believed the three commis- 
sioners who voted yes did so for 
three reasons: The deadline for 
the Black Bears to renew their 
two-year licensing agreement to 
use Wahconah Park expired Oct. 
31; the team appears to be on the 
verge of leaving Pittsfield; and 
Fleisig appears to be using Pitts- 
field as leverage in negotiations 
with other cities. 

A New Haven, Conn., newspa- 
per continues to report that the 
Black Bears will move there next 
year once a group representing 
the Northeast League can reach 
terms on a lease to use 6,200-seat 
Yale Field. 

The New Haven Register re- 
ported Sunday that “the move of 
the Berkshire Black Bears of the 
Northeast League [to New Haven] 
looks to be airtight.” 

Parks Commissioner Eugene 
Nadeau, who made the motion to 
ask Mayor Sara Hathaway to 
sever ties with Fleisig, said he 
believed Fleisig was “stringing 
the city along” in negotiations, 
and that he was frustrated with 
how the negotiations were pro- 
ceeding. 

“T can’t speak for the other com- 
missioners,” Nadeau said. “But 
the general feeling is that he’s not 
coming back anyway. I don’t want 
the city being used as leverage for 
someone to get a better deal. Just 
take us out of the loop.” 


Nadeau said if professional 
baseball is not going to be played 
at Wahconah Park next season, 
the Parks Commission is interest- 
ed in having Babe Ruth .League 
teams use Wahconah so that it can 
use funding from the $1 million 
donation by Lawrence A. Bossidy 
to fix. up Deming Field as soon as 
possible. 


Commissioners John Marchese 
and Eleanor Persip also voted to 
urge Hathaway to break off nego- 
tiations with Fleisig. Eleanor 
Bresnahan and Filpi cast the dis- 
senting votes. 

Hathaway was out of the office 
yesterday afternoon and could not 
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BEARS from Al 


be reached for comment. 

Fleisig said yesterday he has 
been in “constant contact” with 
Hathaway since the Black Bears’ 
season ended Labor Day week- 
end, including several times 
through e-mails. But Fleisig said 
he had only spoken with the 
mayor “a handful” of times, 
including yesterday morning. 

Asked specifically what they 
have discussed, Fleisig said that 
was between the mayor and him. 
“But it’s about keeping baseball 
at Wahconah Park.” 

Fleisig said he has also ex- 
changed voice-mails with Mayor- 
elect James M. Ruberto, who 
takes office in January. “I’m look- 
ing forward to speaking with 
him,” Fleisig said. 

Asked to assess the Black 
Bears’ chances of returning to 
Pittsfield, Fleisig said, “It’s tough 
to say. 


“lye got four people in my_ 


office and 15 things on my desk. 

We’re working on all sorts of stuff. 

I’m being vague for a reason.” 
Regarding the perception 


among Parks Commissioners that 
the Black Bears are simply using 
Pittsfield for leverage in negotia- 
tions with New Haven, Fileisig 
said: 

“No, I don’t think it’s fair. I 
think it’s appalling. Why doesn’t 
someone besides the mayor or 
you pick up the phone and talk to 
me?” 

Fleisig said last week that he 
has not spoken with anyone about 
moving the Black Bears to New 
Haven next year, and that he 
wanted to speak with officials in 
Pittsfield before making a deci- 
sion. Fleisig said he planned to 
make a decision before leaving on 
his honeymoon Nov. 26, the day 
before Thanksgiving. 

Nadeau said he didn’t believe it 
was the Parks Commission’s role 
to contact Fleisig because Hath- 
away has been handling the nego- 
tiations. 

‘We certainly would not be will- 
ing to intrude on Mayor 
Hathaway’s role in this,” Nadeau 
said. 

According to The Register, a 
group led by New York invest- 


ment adviser Rick Handelman is 
negotiating a lease to use Yale 
Field next year on the Northeast 
League’s behalf. 

Both Northeast League 
Commissioner Miles. Wolff and 
Walter Esdaile, New Haven’s 
director of business development, 
have said that if Handelman’s 
group can obtain a lease. to use 
Yale Field, it would then have to 
see which teams the Northeast 
League would make available to 
move there. 

The Black Bears would fit. into 
that category, according to Wolff, 
because the team’s lease is up and 
the team averaged fewer than 
1,000 fans per game last season, 
the lowest total in the eight-team 
league. 

The Register eis6 reported 
Fleisig would remain with the 


team as an owner after the move 


to New Haven. But Fleisig has 
denied that report, saying he has 
never spoken to anyone from The 
Register. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 
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Wind lesson 


First grade students from Sacred Heart Middle School visited Deming Park on Friday to test “wind 


instruments” they created as part of a weather curriculum. The students’ devices — paper plates, string 


and streamers — captured the breeze, fueling smiles and giggles. 


Vendors pitch playground options 
for Bossidy Buck expenditures 


By Rob Schulze laid with polyvinyl, which they called 
Park commissioners on Monday the heaviest in the industry. Their 
night heard presentations from two holes could be bigger, to allow for 
playground equipment vendorshop- more debris to fall through, or smaller 
ing to refurbish four city parks. for improved handicapped access. 
The parksareslatedtoreceivenew Landscape Design’s deck was 12 
equipment as part the commisson’s gauge PVC-coated steel with small 
plan to spend Larry Bossidy’s $1 punched holes. 
million donation for improving the | Maturano offers free installation 
city's parks. Clapp, Deming, — excluding prior site work — as 
Marchisoand Kirvin parks areslated part of a contract through the state. 
to receive new playground pieces. O’Brien and Sons does not offerfree 
' The first vendor, Maturano Recre- installation, but does cap the instal- 
ation Company, represents lation expenses at 25 percent of the 
GameTime playground equipment. equipment cost. They also do not do 
The second, Andy O’Brien and Sons, site preparation. 
represents Landscape Structures Jim McGrath, the city’s commu- 
playground equipment. nity services director, said that such 
While both companies offered to work could be done in house. 
build jungle gyms and slides that. “Parks department can do all the 
look very similar to the average eye, upfront work,” he said. 
the vendors outlined the unique as- | GameTime equipment is installed 
pects of their equipment. at Russell Field in North Adams, 
GameTime’s. components — the Lanesboro Pre-school and elemen- 
demonstration was a vertical post tary schooland many other locations 
and a horizontal bar — were fas- in Western Massachusetts. A new 
tened by an internal bolt, which they setup at Lee elementary is being in- 
said prevented slippage on the posts stalled this Saturday, vendor Doug 
to which simple round collars can Knotts said, if anyone wishes to see 
fall prey. Landscape Structures used how the process works. Landscape 
what a representative called a 360- Designs’ equipment can.be found in 
degree compression clamp, or a Pittsfield. at Burbank Park. 
round collar that is bolted externally | Knotts bragged about GameTime 
ontwoends so thatit touchesthebar being the biggest national brand; 
at all points for the same demonstra- O’Brienand Sons’ representative said 
tion. that they are a small, family-owned 
GameTime’s deck — or the floor- business distributing what they feel 
ing of the playground equipment — is the best product in the nation. 
was 11 gauge thickness steel over- O’Brien and Sons presented two 


plans for the board to consider; un- 
der one they would partner with 
other consultants to do all of the 
parks’ improvements, including 
work on non-playground items like 
fields, and under the other they 
would simply be a vendor and Dees 
vide the equipment. 

Both vendors offered to hold pub- 
lic community meetings to help de- 
sign the playground; both had tech- 
nology where a schematic could be 
done on computer and altered on 
command during the meeting, with 
an assessment of the cost. 

Board chairman Michael Filpi ex- 
plained to both vendors that, because 
of the way the Bossidy money is set 
up, the projects could not be paid for 
all at once. Only a certain amount of 
the donation money can be spent on 
playground replacement each year. 
He said that whichever vendor is 
chosen would have to agree to build 
the playgrounds over a period of 
years after the contracts are signed 
and not have the price increase. Both 
vendors agreed that they could work 
something out. 

The board did not discuss which 
vendormembers preferred, although 
commissioner John Marchesi spoke 
glowingly of O’Brien and Sons’ work 
for the city in the past. No vote was 
taken. 

McGrath said that he would like 


‘whichever vendorischosento holda 


public meeting this winter and begin 
construction within the year. 


News item: “Council 
rejects park projects. 
Proposal for spending 
$550,000 of Bossidy gift 
fails on tie vote.” 

Let me take the long 


Planet 
Valenti 


by DAN VALENTI 
When I finally get there, 


42 years later, I'll give you the Reader’s Digest version. But 
first | want to meander for the sheer fun of it. That’ s what 
you do in the park. Have fun. 

On April 11, 1961, I played ina game of pickup baseball 
at the’ “low field” at Deming Park. The low field is the 
diamond you immediately encounter if you enter the park. 
through the gate off Newell Street directly opposite Lyman. 
How do I know I was on the low field that particular day 
so long ago? Did something monumental happen? No. It 
was just a bunch of the guys playing pickup. But it was 
Opening Day for the Red Sox at Fenway Park, and some 
kid had Curt Gowdy on the radio calling play-by-play. 

It’s funny how certain routine moments imprint them- 
selves in your brain. We all remember the big stuff like 
graduations and weddings, but isn’t the mind amazing 
that will keep an ordinary moment from an ordinary day 
so sharp 42 years later? Even now, when | walk the low 
field at Deming, I think of that day playing ball with the 
guys. 

I never learned the derivation of the term “low field.” 
My guess is because it was in rough shape: sand dunes 
instead of infield dirt, a Swiss cheese backstop that didn’t 
stop much, no mound, no bases, no plate, no foul lines, and 
plenty of weeds instead of lawn. 

We loved it. 

It didn’t bother us that the field was beat up. That only 
added to its charm. There was no uptight “stay off the 
field” sign like you’d get on a freshly limed and rolled, 
high-toned diamond. The low field felt shabbily comfort- 
able, like a well-worn baseball glove. Like all good homes, 
it always had the “welcome” mat out. 

Though we played most of our ball on the low field, 
occasionally circumstance would force us to the Little 
League diamond. You’d think we would have been de- 
lighted to play there and we were. We were delighted to 
play anywhere. But oddly, we also felt uncomfortable, like 
when you had to get out of your play clothes and put on 
your “good suit” on Sunday. There was something weird 
about the dressed up Little League diamond and its faux- 
Big-League pretensions, like,seeing a four-year-old girl 


heavily painted in adult make-up for a beauty pageant. 

Later, when] actually played Little League ball for MAC 
Finance in the South LL in the mid-60s, I still had that 
feeling. “We're kids,” I used to think. “What are we doing 
in these uniforms? Why are those grownups inthe stands?” 
Organized ball was a mere adjunct to our preferred sand- 
lot action, fine for the challenge but not nearly as much fun. 

When I was a kid, we lived the park. We breathed the 
park. We were the park. 

Back then baseball was king, particularly sandlot ball, 
an improvisation that took many forms depending on how 
many guys you had. There were no uniforms or 


Unless there’s an organized game, 
Deming stands empty & neglected. 


scoreboards, no bases ether than old newspapers held in 
place by rocks, no adults. It was a kid’s version of jazz. You 
made it up as you went along. You riffed. 

So many kids used Deming for sandlot ball that you 
were lucky to find an available diamond. Deming had four 
official fields: the low field, the softball field, the Little 
League field, and the Babe Ruth diamond. There were also 
two makeshift fields. I can recall many a day when all six 
fields were going at once. 

The parks ruled back then, but those days are long gone. 
You need to understand that to grasp what’s going on 
today with the seemingly easy task of spending $1 million 


in Bossidy Bucks turned into Head scratching SUE Sci- 


ence. 

Today, Deming’s low field is still here not that kids use 
it for pickup. The softball field has been replaced by the 
Little League diamond, more pretentious than ever witha 
press box, an electronic scoreboard, a concession stand, 
and (I kid you not) asprinkler system. Beyond the left field 
fence is a hideous parking lot where the swings and sand- 
box used to be. That lot forever wrecked the ambience of 
Deming, which was once all pine trees, earth, and grass off 
limits to the throaty growls of polluted auto exhaust and 
migraine-car stereos. - 

There are no makeshift ball fields. Not enough Seanad: 
In fact, unless there’s an organized game going, Deming, 
like most parks, stands empty and neglected. Kids don’t 
riff anymore. They’ve got too many other distractions, 
most involving video screens. You see places like Coolidge 
Park, so overgrown that you'd never guess it was ever a 
park. 


Bossidy Bucks should restore pleasures of simple fields 


Today the same extensive collection of parks far out- 
strips demand of the present-day population, nearly 20,000 
people smaller and far older. Many of the parks lay wasted. 


We have coupled this imbalance with the unrealistic no- 


tion that everything has to be the biggest, the best, the most 
high-tech because it’s for “the children.” Somewhere along — 
the way, monkey bars got lumped with land mines on the 
danger scale. This biggest-best attitude has become the 
counterfeit of heartfelt interest in the parks themselves. 
It’s a subtle difference that explains a lot. It explains, for 
example, the latent guilt apparent in the desire to purchase 
$65,000 “playground structures” while neglecting parkland 
itself. . 

Our parks have become second-class citizens. Are you 
surprised that paralysis set in? When given a $1 million 
gift from native son Larry Bossidy, the city couldn’t figure 
out what to do with it, despite Bossidy’s insistent and oft- 
repeated direction. Bossidy said he wanted his gift used to 
improve the existing Playing fields, including Wahconah 


_ Park. 


So what did Pittsfield do? Natarally, it ignored Bossidy. 
The first time the city dipped into Bossidy Bucks, it didn’t 
touch the playing fields. It bought $150,000 worth of equip- 
ment. Then it went through a period of navel gazing. 
Recently it offered its next attempt at spending the money, 


a pork-fatted $550,000 plan that included $205,000 for 


playground equipment, the building of new fields, and 
construction of “accessible bathrooms for Boundless Play- 
ground.” The Boundless Playground doesn’t even exist, 
and Bossidy specified in a letter to the Parks Commission 
in March that he didn’t want his SOneY, used to build this 
facility. Go figure. 

The council wisely rejected the plan on three grounds: 
1.)a multiyear spending schedule that would have encum- 
bered future administrations; 2.) the vagueness of the 
plan; 3.) the whopping chunk eaten up by bucks that fail to 
honor Bossidy’s intent for the money. With its vote, the 
council proved it was paying attention. — -- 

What should be done with the Bossidy Bucks? Do what 
the man wants. Improve the playing fields. Don’t build 
new fields. Forget about Boundless playgrounds, fancy . 
equipment, and $65,000 “ playground structures.” You can 
build a house for less than that. Go back to low-tech fun. 
Get retro. Embrace the “monkey bars approach.” Ask any 
kid: the simpler the toy, the more the fun. That’s how you 
get kids back into the parks. 

Dan Valenti hosts “The Dan Valenti Show” Aha morn- 
ings on WBRK radio. 


'When the owe right 


C ultural, freebies epound during the summer 


A free Ea gles Band concert attracted hundreds to Sprin gside Park this past Tuesday{See BB: 7 
13 for a sampler of free summer. arts. & culture options in the Pittsfield area. 
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Group planning ‘Sheeptacular’ summer 


PITTSFIELD — An agricultur- 
al-themed citywide art project for 


next year was announced Monday | 


at Park Square by the Sheep- 
tacular Pittsfield Committee, un- 
der the direction of Chairwoman 
Mary Rentz. Park Square was the 
site of the first American agricul- 
tural fair in 1810. 

“The idea behind this project is 
to transform the streetscape of 
our city for Pittsfield residents, 
and for a much wider base of 
tourists, into a playground for 
artist-decorated Merino sheep,” 
Rentz said. . 

Between 50 and 75 artist-con- 
ceived fiberglass sheep will be 
displayed along the principal 
streets of the city from June 5 to 
Sept. 18. 

At the announcement ceremo- 
ny, Rentz displayed the model for 
the Merino sheep figure designed 
by Cowpainters Inc. 

Nicknamed “Merry Merino,” 
the model will be on display at the 
Berkshire Museum during the 
annual Festival of Trees, begin- 
ning this Saturday. When the fes- 
tival ends, the faux sheep will 
take up residency at the new 
Pittsfield Visitors Center on 
South Street. , 
Citywide activities | 7 

The project will include histori- 
cal exhibits at Arrowhead and. the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, special 
‘events and parties including a 
- “Baa-BQ,” school curriculum en- 
' hancements, Sheep-to-Shawl and 
Sheep-to-Table programs in the 
city schools and at Hancock 
. Shaker Village, public art forums, 
-a “Sheeptalkqua” featuring local 
- actors as historical figures in the 
wool and sheep industries, and 
related events such as sheep 
- walks and knit-ins. 

Merinos, first brought to Berk- 
shire County in 1807 by James D. 
Colt, became the central resource 


als struck = 
norethanone = 
dozenNorth 
‘Street planters _. 
on Saturday _— 


for an industry that helped turn 
Pittsfield into an industrial cen- 


ter. . 


To fully provide the 75 sheep 
and 40 school sheep — smaller 
forms to be decorated by children 
and exhibited at the Berkshire 
Artisans Gallery on Renne Ave- 
nue — the project’s budget calls 
for raising $257,500. 

With donations and commit- 
ments from Aug. 8 to date, the 
money raised so far is $180,250. 

The principal underwriters, 
Legacy Banks and Laurin Pub- 
lishing Co., have committed 
$30,000 each to the project. 

The project is being shepherd- 
ed by Glenn A. Russo, deputy di- 
rector of the city’s Department of 
Community Development; com- 
munity development specialist 
Laurie Mick; athenaeum Director 
Ronald B. Latham; Berkshire 
Museum Director Ann Mintz; 
James R. McGrath, director of 
community services; Daniel M. 
O’Connell, commissioner of cul- 
ture for the city of Pittsfield; 
Yvonne Pearson, director of Down- 
town Inc., and Betsey Selkowitz, 
major gifts chairman. " 

Mayor Sara Hathaway and rep- 
resentatives of some of the major 
financial backers of the project 
were on hand at Monday’s cere- 
inony. 

In addition to Laurin and Leg- 
acy, current financial backers in- 
clude the Berkshire Bank Foun- 
dation, Callahan Outdoor Adver- 
tising, Petricca Industries, K-B 
Toys, Country Curtains/Red Lion 
Inn, GE Plastics, General Dyna- 
mics, Banknorth, Banknorth In- 
vestments, Dayspring Realtors 
Inc., Berkshire Art Association 
and the Massachusetts: Agricul- 
ture in the Classroom program. 


The artists’ reconceptions of: 


the sheep will be auctioned; Habi- 
tat for Humanity and Recordings 


Van 


Aa SSAPABAPE: 


Photo by Kevin Sprague 
‘Merry Merino,’ the first of the 
fiberglass sheep planned in 
the city, was unveiled at Park 
Square on Monday. 


for the Blind will benefit from the 
proceeds. Supporters may allo- 
cate receipts from the auction to a 
charity or organization of their 
choice. Information packets for 
additional sponsors are available 
from Rentz and through the com- 
mittee. 

An artist selection committee 
will receive applications begin- 
ning in December; the application 
deadline is Jan. 26. | 

Applications will be available 
Dec. 1 at City Hall, Office of Com- 
munity and Economic Develop- 
ment; Downtown Inc.; Berkshire 
Athenaeum; Berkshire Museum; 
Hancock Shaker Village; in the 
Lee, Dalton and Williamstown li- 
braries; at www.sheeptacular.org, 
or by mail from Sheeptacular 
Pittsfield, RO. Box 724, Pittsfield, 
MA 01202. All requirements are in 
the package being prepared by 
the committee. 


Dow reports daily in The 
Eagle, except Mondays 


Vandalism increase troubles Pittsfield officials 


continued from page 1 
more difficult to tear down the new 
benches and fixtures. 

“We're always looking towards 
making things longer lasting,” he 
said. 


McGrath said that part of the city’s 


approach involves cross-department 
coordination. The director said that 
increased police presence with auxil- 
iary officers and more randomchecks 
by officers on patrol are a part of the 
solution. 

“That is happening,” police chief 
Anthony Riello said. “Our auxiliary 
police unit is focusing very heavily 
on schools and parks.” 

This volunteer unit, which Riello 
calls the “eyes and ears” of the de- 
partment, cannot arrest vandals, but 
can contact the dispatcher so an ar- 
resting officer can respond. 

Also, the chief said some suspects 
have been caught for breaking and 
entering school properties. These ar- 
rests, he said, will help the depart- 
ment determine what “common de- 
nominators” exist among other dam- 
aged properties. The stepped-up en- 
forcement with auxiliary officers has 
been an effective method in the past, 
he said, and the “refocus” should 
help deter more damage. 

School superintendent Bill Travis 
echoed these solutions: for school 


a 


ues Pittsfield 


property. “At this point it’s about 
sharing information and increasing 
patrols,” he said. 

Travis said damage to windows at 
several city schools, graffition school 
walls and more extensive damage at 
Taconic High School represent an 
increase in malicious activity. At 
Taconic, windows were broken, the 
school entered, two cars stolen and 
the electric connections between the 
school and Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company lines were burnt 
out. a 4 

Some damage, the superintendent 
said, is “petty” and is more of an 
annoyance than a major problent. 
The electrical damage, however, was 
more severe and repairing it went 
beyond Fortini’s department. 
WMECO workers had to redraw the 
lines, Travis said, and the initial esti-. 
mates ranged from $10,000 toasmuch 
as $50,000. 

“It has been a wave of activity that 
[haven't experienced before,” Travis 
said. “We're doing a variety of things 
to target those places where we've 
had incidents and then those where 
we've had more than one incident.” 

“Vandalism does occur in spurts,” 
Riello said. 

While the occurrence this summer 
is greater, the chief said the level of 
activity might be related to how many 


Parks 


vandals there are and how the inci- 
dents are connected. With every re- 
ported act, the department adds toa 
database to help identify links. 

-Travis and Fortini are also consid- 
ering temporary surveillance cam- 
eras that could be set up at the af- 
fected schools. Fortini said besides 
Taconic, Allendale, Egremont and 
Morningside schools had windows 
and roofs damaged. The maintenance 
director is looking at increased light- 
ing and fences near low roofs to fur- 
ther discourage vandals. 

_ Travis said he is also hoping to get 
neighborhood crime watch groups 
involved, to check school properties 
after dusk when playgrounds and 
fields are closed and to be wary of 
unlawful activity. : 

“We've put a variety of things on 


‘the table,” he said. 


Downtown Inc. director Yvonne 
Pearson has had some success with 
watch groups. Pearson said down- 
town business leaders have a beauti- 
fication and safety committee that 
takes tours through the business dis- 
trict to determine problem spots — 
either locales that have been vandal- 
ized or potential problem areas. This 
group, she said, reports to the police 
and the public works departments 
about buildings that need repairs or 
have been otherwise damaged. The 


commission 


eyes design consultant 
The parks department will ad- 


~ fare for city maintenance crews, 


: By Scott Eldridge II 
Smashed sinks, remnants of vehicles, burnt electri- 
cal lines, submerged park benches, uprooted plants 
and broken windows are just some results of a wave 
of vandalism that has struck the city this summer. 
“Erom what I’m told, it has never been this bad,” 
said Mayor Sara Hathaway. 


The destruction has been widespread from city streets to 
lakeside parks. Repairing the damage has added work and 
expense to municipal budgets and has challenged city offi- 


cials to find new ways to stop vandals from attacking city — 


properties. | . ee 
- “Itskindofhard,” said maintenance director Ernie Fortin1. 


“There are so many buildings and so many places to be.” 
City workers, said Fortin1, have been pressed to repair 

windows, doors, bathrooms and more around the city. To 

some extent, this type of property damage 


said. Broken windows, dented doors and graffiti are typical 
who repair both municipal 


and school property damage. 


This summer, though, there have been some sce 


. “ij vs . . . 
where vandals went beyond what is “normal,” Fortini sal 


* 
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isnot unusual, he, 


“The break at Wild Acres was unusual,” he said. 
At the conservation area, vandals trashed a restroom 
building. The $4 600 worth of damage included smashed 
toilets, sinks and windows. Fortinisaid crews had to replace 
all the fixtures in both bathrooms. . 
The spike in vandal activity, said parks director Jim 
McGrath, started at the outset of the school summer break. 
During a three-week period following the school year, 
benches at Burbank Park and the fishing pier at Onota lake 
were thrown into the water, “Mutt Mitt” dispensers were 
torn downand the Wild Acres bathrooms were vandalized. 
Also, the director said ” perennial problems” including off- 
road vehicle traffic on athletic fields, broken glass bottles 
and litter on park property and other damage adds to the 
maintenance work. ie 
“Tt has been extensive and we've done our best to repair 
things and fix things as best we can,” McGrath said. “This 
was the worst in many years.” : 
McGrath is looking at more durable solutions for repairs. 
Sturdier parkbenches, better anchored dispensers and stron- 
ger fixtures have been used to replace the damaged prop- 
erty. efully, he said, the better- materials will make it 
3) TR See VANDALISM page 9 


vertise for a consultant to design 
upgrades of fields that will be 
funded with Bossidy Bucks. 

The parks commission voted 
unanimously Monday to develop 
a request for proposals for a land- 
scape designer or architect. 

“The real bulk of the Bossidy 
expenditures was field work,” said 
community services director Jim 
McGrath. “We need to make sure 
we are going about it in the most 
appropriate and thoughtful man- 
ner.” ; 

McGrath says that the parks de- 
partment lacks the in-house tech- 
nical expertise to design major field 
work. The consultant would work 
with city officials to develop a bid 
package, including drawings, out- 
lining the scale of work for poten- 
tial contractors. , 

He hopes that hiring a consult- 
ant will allow an “aggressive” 
schedule to begin field work as 
early as the fall. , 

“This requires getting someone 
on board who knows what they’re 
doing,” said McGrath. 


The consultant will be charged > 


with designing field upgrades for 
Kirvin Park, Demick Park, the 
Doyle memorial Complex and 
Clapp Park. In addition the con- 
sultant would assist with planning 


r 


for possible new er/lacrosse 
fields. \ \ Ip 2 


group hasalso organized atelephone 
network for business owners to in- 
form other businesses when some- 
thing has gone awry. 

“Within ten minutes every mer- 
chant on the street knows that there 
is a problem or a potential problem,” 
She said. Itisthese “eyes on thestreet” 
that keep most vandal activity down. 

But the North Street sidewalk was 
vandalized this weekend when plant- 
ing urns were overturned, and flow- 
ers uprooted. Pearson said this will- 
ful destruction is irritating, but not a 
deterrent for the group’s beautifica- . 
tion projects. 

“Its particularly frustrating for the 
groups that work together to put these 
things together,” Pearsonsaid. “[But] 
you can't just throw up your hands 
and say we're not going to do that 
anymore because somebody tore up 
flowers.” 

McGrath said he hopes the 
department's “adopta park” will help 
curb vandalism as well. The director 
said a handful of groups have come 
forward to look after neighborhood 
parks and he hopes these additional 
“eyes and ears” will also spot and 
report damage. 

“That's meant to not only engage 
the citizenry in stewardship, in the 
park,” McGrathsaid.“Butals st to 


keep an eye out on things.’/ |. 5] ORS 
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y at Springside Park 


Appreciative Audience 


Charles Plourd and Gladys Clairmont relax during Tuesday evening's free concert. The Eagles 
Band next performs August 5 at Burbank Park. | 


Photos by 
Scott Eldridge II 


Chris Cowan and Kelly Vincent camp out during Tuesday's concert. 
and Vincent chose a close spot to listen to a friend perform. 


Peter and Marie Fedoryshyntind a secluded spot near the herb Parks commissioner Gene Nadeau and his wife Fran enjoy the evening music 


garden to listen to their son, Christopher, perform with the the shade of a Springside Park tree. 
Eagles Band. 


316 Merrill Road 
sore) ES i ee € * eee 4 _—-=CPitttsfield, MA 
Meresitt | Ce ee oc m § 4.13 -4. 43-4117 
Alexander and — jG i .. eS. me : 
Maribel Ss oe. sw senna ies 
Zamudio play a 
game of cards 
while listening 


to the music 
Tuesday. 


This wonderful mother was aban- 
doned along with 8 darling pup- | 
pies. Ebony is a Lab/Collie/Shepard — 
mix. The puppies are weaned from 
Mom and can be adopted now. 
They need lots of handling, but that 
willbe easytodo. =: 


; 


For information about adopting Ebony, her puppies or another pet, 
call the Eleanor Sonsini Municipal Animal Shelter at 448-9800. 
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Black Bears’ 
future still 
questionable — 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Berkshire Black Bears principal 
owner Jonathan Fleisig said Thursday that he has not 
talked to anyone about moving the team to New Haven, 
Conn., next year, and that he wants to meet with city 
officials here before making any decisions. 

“Before I go talk to anyone, I’d still like to get togeth- 
er with the people in the 
Berkshires,” Fleisig said 
in a telephone interview ‘7? 
from his New York City I've g ot 


office. “I want to see what three weeks 
ideas either Mayor Hatha- 


way or [Mayor-elect] Ru- to i ure uw 
berto have. ? 

“T want to learn what all out. 
they think. ’'m trying to 
obtain information, and 
then I’ll make a decision. It’s been a much more stren- 
‘ uous process than I thought.” 

The New Haven Register has reported that the Black 
Bears will move to New Haven as soonas an ownership 
group representing the Northeast League, headed by 
New York investment adviser Rick Handelman, can 
come to an agreement with the Baseball Foundation of 
Connecticut on a lease to use the 6, a seat Yale Field 


I\ We es 
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Black Bears’ fate undecided 


BEARS from Bl 


next season. 
The Black Bears’ two-year licens- 
ing agreement with the city of 


Pittsfield to use Wahconah Park © 


and its lease to rent office space at 


‘the Berkshire Common on South 


Street both expired Oct. 31. 

Asked when he would let Pitts- 
field know what his plans for the 
Black Bears are, Fleisig said: “I 
would say November 26. It’s when 
I’m leaving on my honeymoon. 
I’ve got three weeks to figure it all 
out. 

“There’s two sides to waiting,” 
he said. “One is you get a clearer 
picture of what is happening, and 
the other is you limit your sales 
ability. But I haven’t had many 
[ticket] sales, so we’re not hurting 
ourselves.” 


Ticket sales 


The Black Bears averaged 
fewer than 1,000 fans per game 
during the 2003 season, the low- 
est average in the eight-team 
Northeast League. Fleisig said in 
August that he was concerned 
there wasn’t enough revenue in 
the Pittsfield market to keep the 
Black Bears at Wahconah Park for 
another year. Hathaway has said 
she was willing to work with 
Fleisig to find a way to work out 
the team’s revenue problems. 

Fleisig and Ruberto have not 
met. 

“T have not been in touch with 
Jonathan Fleisig,” Ruberto said 
Thursday. “We are a day after the 
election, and I am waiting to see 
what is going on. I certainly 
wouldn’t want to interfere with 
the conversations that the mayor 
is having with Jonathan Fleisig 
and, until I meet with the mayor, 
I would feel uncomfortable about 
making that call.” 

The Register reported earlier 
this week that the Black Bears 
are closer to moving to New 
Haven, and that the lease negoti- 
ations have been held up because 
Handelman’s attorney had a fam- 
ily emergency in St. Louis. 

Fleisig said he has not spoken 

with anyone about moving the 
Black Bears to New Haven. 

“T have not had an official con- 
versation with anybody,” he said. 
“T have the utmost respect for 
[Handelman] and what they’re 
trying to do, but at the end of the 
day, I have no more knowledge 
than you do. 


No decision made 


“Nothing has changed from the 
day the playoffs ended,” Fleisig 
said. “I haven’t made any deci- 
sions. I haven’t signed a lease to 
the Berkshires or anywhere.” 

He said having the team’s leas- 
es in Pittsfield run out doesn’t 
give the impression that the 
Black Bears are leaving town. 


“Because it’s not relevant,” he 


said. “If ’m going to make a deal 
with whomever I’m going to 
make it with, I’m going to get a 
new lease. 7 

“Don’t read into it,” Fleisig said. 
‘Just enjoy the beautiful Berk- 
shires.” 


Handelman, a part-owner of the 
Northeast League’s Brockton 
Rox, will be principal owner of a 
New Haven franchise if a lease to 
use Yale Field can be worked out, 
according to the Register. The 
Register also reported this week 
that Fleisig will remain as one of 
the team’s owners when the 
Black Bears move to New Haven. 

“T haven’t spoken with the New 
Haven papers, so I wouldn't 
know,” Fleisig said. 

Handelman has not returned 
phone calls from The Eagle that 
were placed at both his office and 
his home in Scarsdale, N-Y., earli- 
er this week. In a voice recording 
left on his office phone, Handel- 
man said he will be out of town 
until today. 

Walter Esdaile, New Haven’s 
director of business development 
who sits on the search committee 
to bring baseball back to New 
Haven, said the lease negotia- 
tions are progressing. 

“T don’t think we have a sort of 
magic date,” he said. “We'd like to 
get a commitment on bringing 
baseball back and to get a team. I 
hope it happens very soon. It 
could happen the next time we 
talk.” 

Esdaile said Fleisig has not 
been involved in the lease negoti- 
ations in New Haven. “We’re not 
talking with him, nor have we 
ever met him,” Esdaile said. 

He also repeated what North- 
east League Commissioner Miles 
Wolff said last month: If Handel- 
man’s group can secure a lease to 
use Yale Field, it would then have 
to see which Northeast League 
teams are available to be moved. 

“They haven’t indicated which 
team,” Esdaile said. “We knew 
that up front. We have not talked 
to anyone who is affiliated with 
the Black Bears.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowplski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 
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continued from page 1 

with the neighbors” to ensure that 
the large-scale, all-night walkathon 
with camping does not atfect nearby 
residences. 

The Berkshire Relay for Life is en- 
tering its eighth year. The 24-hour 
event features teams that raise 
pledges and obtain sponsorships. 

Highlights include a “survivors’ 
lap” and the illumination of spon- 
sored luminares. Most teams “camp” 
out in tents at the site. 

The event — part of a model tai- 
lored to different markets — serves 
to show support for cancer survivors 
and annually raises several hundred 


thousand dollars for the American 


Cancer Society. 

McGrath said some specifics will 
require attention because the park’s 
natural environment differs from the 
track and open fields at Wahconah. 

“Certainly over the next several 
months the parks department will 


or ae 
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Grgeniers plan to relocate the bo Relay for Life — a ey, Rpuied 
aaesee Aolist benefit for th 
American Cancer Society — from Wahconah Regional High School to Burbank Park. : 


Relay will relocate to Burbank Park 


work closely with the organizers,” 
he said. : 

Among otherissues, McGrath said 
that the luminares will be placed out 
only during the symbolic survivors’ 
walk and “there will be volunteers 
placed all along the path with fire 
extinguishers.” 

Issues addressed 

McGrath said that during the com- 
mission meeting, the volunteer coor- 
dinators addressed commissioners’ 
concerns about trash collection, in- 
surance, security and emergency ser- 
vices. 

“They will leave the park in the 
exact same condition they found it,” 
he said. “They have a very big group 
of folks working on this.” | 

Due to limited parking at Burbank 
Park, a shuttle system will be set up 
with off-site parking, presumably at 
Taconic High School. 

McGrath said that a limited num- 
ber of on-site parking spaces will be 


reserved for individuals utilizing the 
public access boat launch at the park. 
The community services director 
thinks the event is a good match for 
the Pittsfield park. “It’s a commu- 
nity-building event and I thinkit will 
be good for Burbank Park,” he said. 

Traci Heath, the American Cancer 
society's regional community execu- 
tive, could not be reached as of press 
time for comment. - | 

The local organizing committee is 
scheduled to meet November 19 to 
discuss the event. _ 

The formal kickoff of the 2004 Re- 
lay is scheduled for March 18 witha 
gathering for potential team captains. 

Relay for Life organizers still need 
to book Controy Pavilion for the 
event. | 

The parks department only accepts — 
calendar year reservations for the 
rental of the Burbank Park facility; 
the reservations book 2: 2004 opens 
January 2. 





Bears’ owner 


refuses 


if move 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Three days 
before their two-year licensing 
agreement with the city of Pitts- 
field expires on Halloween, the 
Berkshire Black Bears gave 
strong indications that they may 
leave town. 

Mayor Sara Hathaway said yes- 
terday she had been told a Ryder 
truck was spotted -yesterday 
morning in front of the Black 
Bears’ offices at the Berkshire 
Common on South Street and at 
Wahconah Park. 


Bouton no longer interested. 
Page B4. 


The team’s offices were locked 
at 3 p.m., and only a few items 
could. be spotted inside. Some of 
the items were scattered along 
the floor as though someone had 
been moving. A woman who 
works in another office in the 
Berkshire Common said she 
observed workers moving materi- 
al out of the Black Bears’ offices 
into the truck yesterday morning. 

“They emptied it out,” the 
woman said. “They were there for 
quite awhile.” 

Reached on his cell phone late 
yesterday afternoon, the Black 
Bears’ principal owner, Jonathan 
Fleisig, said he believed General 
Manager Michael Kardamis had 
been removing personal items 
from the office to take with him to 
his home in Albany, Ga:, where he 
lives in the off-season. Fleisig 
said the Black Bears also needed 
to clear out their offices because 
their lease with the Crowne Plaza 
also expires Oct. 31. 5 

“I don’t know what transpired,” 
Fleisig said, “but I have to believe 
Mike was moving to Albany, Ga., 
and had to move his stuff out.” 

Despite a published report in a 
Connecticut newspaper last week 
that the Black Bears would be 
moving to New Haven, Conn., 
next year, Fleisig yesterday 
denied that the team had left 


to say 


| goms 


A woman 
observed workers 
moving material 
out of the Black 
Bears’ offices 
into a Ryder 
truck yesterday 
morning. 


town yesterday. 

“T'm not running anywhere,” 
Fleisig said. 

On Monday, Fileisig left a tele- 
phone message with The Eagle in 
which he said he had been on 
vacation last week and had no 
new information to report on the 
status of the team. 

“When I know something, 
you'll know something,” Fleisig 
said. “Other than that, I don’t 
have anything [to say].” 

Yesterday, Fleisig declined to 


comment on whether the Black — 


Bears would stay or leave Pitts- 
field, but said he would make a 
decision sometime in November. 

“I literally just got back from 
vacation,” Fleisig said. “I haven’t 
even had a conversation with 
Mike yet.” 

Hathaway said Fleisig had left 
telephone messages with the 
mayor’s office last week in which 
he told her not to believe the 
rumors about the Black Bears 
moving to New Haven. 

“But when we spoke, it was 
clear that he is giving strong con- 
sideration to alternative locations 
for his franchise,” she said. 

“It didn’t sound like he’d made 
a decision yet,’ Hathaway said. 
“But he repeatedly indicated he 
did not receive enough love from 
the city of Pittsfield, notwith- 
standing my support for the 
team.” 


BLACK BEARS, continued on B4 


Black Bears appear ready to 


BLACK BEARS from B1 


In August, Fleisig said he need- 
ed more support from the com- 
munity in order to make enough 
revenue to keep the Black Bears 
in Pittsfield. The Black Bears 
drew an average of 974 fans per 
game last year, the lowest total in 
the Northeast League. They were 
the only team in the league to 
average fewer than 1,000 fans per 
game. 

The New Haven (Conn.) Reg- 
ister reported last week that the 
Black Bears would be moving to 
New Haven once a.group repre- 
senting the Northeast League fin- 
ishes negotiating a lease with Yale 
University to allow a team to play 
at Yale Field. 

Northeast League Commiss- 


ioner Miles Wolff has confirmed 
that an ownership group repre- 
senting the eight-team league is 
trying to negotiate a lease with 
Yale to play at 6,200-seat Yale 
Field next year. But Wolff has said 
the league won’t decide to relo- 
cate a team there until a lease has 
been signed. 


Wolff said yesterday that pro- 
gress has been made on the lease 
negotiations but that an -agree- 
ment had not yet been reached. 


“T don’t think anything will be 
in place for a couple of weeks,” 
Wolff said yesterday. 


Asked when Fleisig, who is on 
the Northeast League’s board of 
directors, would have to notify the 
league of whether he will stay in 
Pittsfield, Wolff said, “Something 
has to happen fairly soon. I’ve 
already got a schedule made up 
with Berkshire written on it. 


“I do know that Jonathan has 
looked at other places,” Wolff said. 
“I know there’s movement in 
New Haven, so we’ll see what 
happens.” 


In what may have been the 
Black Bears’ final act in Pittsfield, 
the Parks Commission on Mon- 
day night approved the team’s 
2003 facility expense report for 
the use of Wahconah Park. 

Under the terms of the teanr’s™ 
licensing agreement with the city, 


leave .cit 


fo Lek" 

the Black ‘Bears were réquired to 
pay $75,000 each year toward the 
maintenance of Wahconah Park’s 
playing field. 


James McGrath, Pittsfield’s 
director of community services, 
said yesterday the Black Bears 
exceeded that $150,000 threshold 
by roughly $400. The team spent 
$121,000 on maintenance to the 
park last year, and $29,000 this 
year, he said. 

The Parks Commission rejected 
one invoice the team submitted, a 
$600 bill to repair turf damage 
done to the playing field after the 
Staging for the play “Damn 
Yankees,” which took place at 
Wahconah Park this summer, was 
removed. 


“IT think that simply was an 
oversight” on. the Black Bears’ 
part, McGrath said. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 
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Black Bears: It’s _ 
not over till it’s... 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — There was 
activity inside the Berkshire 
Black Bears’ offices on South 
Street again yesterday, but the 
baseball team’s president and 
general manager, Michael Kard- 
amis, said the materials being 
moved belonged to him, not the 
team. | 

Kardamis, who was spotted 
moving material out of the 

’ team’s office into a pickup truck 
yesterday morning, said he was 
moving personal items out to 
bring them to Albany, Ga., his 
wife’s hometown. 

-Kardamis, who has been the 
franchise’s president and general 
manager since it played in Lynn 
as the Massachusetts Mad Dogs, 


said he was leaving both the team 
and professional baseball to 
move to Georgia, where his wife's 


family lives. 


“P’m making a career change, 
actually,” said Kardamis, a native 
of Taunton who attended the 
University of Massachusetts at 


Amherst. 
Ryder truck spotted 


Kardamis also confirmed he 
had been moving personal items 
out of the team’s office Tuesday, 
when a Ryder truck had been 
spotted parked by the front door. 

The Black Bears’ two-year 
licensing agreement with the city 


“This definitely doesn’t mean 
the team’s not coming back,” | 
Kardamis said. aS 

The New Haven (Conn.) 
Register reported last week that 
the Black Bears will move to New 
Haven next year once an owner- 
ship group representing the 
Northeast League reaches an 
agreement with Yale University 


to use 6,200-seat Yale Field. 


Kardamis referred all inquiries 
about the team’s future to the 
Black Bears’ principal owner, 
Jonathan Fleisig. 7 


Still undetermined 


“That is all up to Jonathan,” 
Kardamis said. “But there’s 
always a chance (the Black Bears 
could remain in Pittsfield) until a 
deal is done. . ge 

“That stuff coming out of there 
(New Haven) is so premature, _ 
Kardamis said. “Wait until we see 
what happens.” 

Fleisig has declined to com- 
ment on whether the Black Bears. 
will leave Pittsfield. But Mayor 

Sara Hathaway said Fleisig 1s 
“siving strong consideration to. 
alternative locations for his fran- 
chise.” god 

Rick Handelman, an invest- 
ment banker from Scarsdale, 
N.Y., who heads' the group repre- 
senting the Northeast League 
that is negotiating the lease with 
Yale University, said he is looking 
for a general manager. 

According to the New Haven 


of Pittsfield to use Wahconah Register, Handelman would be 


Park and their lease with the 
Crowne Plaza for office space 


both expire today. 


But Kardamis said his clearing 
out the team’s offices doesn’t 
necessarily mean the Black 


Bears are leaving Pittsfield. 


one of the principal owners of the 
New Haven franchise and is put- 
ting together an ownership group 
to run a team in that city. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. | 
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A political organization’s plans for 
a music festival at Burbank Park re- 
main in limbo. : 

The parks commission on Mon- 
day tabled action on the Berkshire 
Fatherhood Coalition’s proposed 
“shared parenting” Berkshire Music 
Festival. | 

Commissioners — who have been 
asked several times to approve use of 
the lakeside park for the event — 
said the organizer still hasn’t ad- 
dressed concerns related to security, 

parking, trash and noise. 
_ Rinaldo Del Gallo III, the propo- 
nent of the event, said the free festi- 
val would benefit low-income zesi- 
dents and attract tourists. He stated 
that he has taken care of all of the 
commission’s concerns. 

“T don’t think there is any issue 
unaddressed,” he said. 

But commissioners said that Del 
Gallo’s proposal has been short on 
specifics that are needed before they 
can authorize the program, which 
Del Gallo originally envisioned as a 
four-day event but which is now tar- 
geted for August 2 & 3. | 

As commissioners cited the need 
for professional security and rental 
of a dumpster for trash, Del Gallo 
chafed.. 

“We only havea budget of $1,000,” 
he said. — | 

“That's an issue,” said commis- 
sioner Jane Bresnahan. 

Parks maintenance supervisor 
Tony Stracuzzi said the concept of a 
music festival is great but that the 
details are spotty. 

“I can see it going on year after 
year and getting bigger and better,” 
said Stracuzzi. “But you’re jumping 
into this with $1,000 and no plan.” 


“This is really planned, this is 
planned,” countered Del Gallo. “This 
is a very well and serious planned 
event and I don’t like to be told it’s 
not.” 

Bresnahan said that Del Gallo ap- 
pears to have scheduled the music 
that wouldrun from 11 a.m. to8 p.m. 
each day but not the logistics. 

“What’s not planned is the detail 
and the security that goes around it,” 
she said. “Where is your committee 
and your support?...We are not go- 
ing to skimp on security, we are not 
going to skimp on sanitation.” | 

Del Gallo’s plan to have a few vol- 
unteers serve as security — as wellas 
one armed volunteer sheriff — wor- 
ried commissioners, who envision a 
crowd of more than 1,000 at Burbank 
Park ona August weekend day even 
without a festival. 

“T see Woodstock II popping up 
here,” said commissioner Gene 
Nadeau. “If it’s a hot weekend that 
place is going to be mobbed anyway 
... [need tosee more concrete [plans].” 

Police presence 

Commissioners said that Del Gallo 
must coordinate with police chief 
Anthony Riello to see if off-duty of- 
ficers need to be hired for the event. 

The promoter said that hiring off- 
duty police isn’t realistic. “The bot- 
tom line is if I have to get a bunch of 
stuff that costs a whole bunch of 
money... then we don’t have it,” he 
said. 

Bresnahan said that’s not a sen- 
sible approach. “You're willing to 
bring 1,000 people somewhere with- 
outa policeman, unsupervised, with- 
out control,” she said. 

The commissioner said that Del 
Gallo — as a first-time event pro- 


Parks commission says festival | 
organizer must provide specifics | 


moter with a limited budget and no 
experience — might fare better with 
amore modest event, perhapsasingle 
afternoon. 

“Trying to change the structure of 
the music festival at the last second is 
not going to help,” said Del Gallo. 

The promoter’s failure to provide 
evidence of a plan to deal with the 


trash created by a crowd also . 


prompted questions, though he 
promised to rent a dumpster if that 
would allay the board’s concerns. 

Commissioner John Marchesi also 
questioned the promoter’s desire to 
utilize almost all the public areas of 
Burbank Park. 


“Get it all in one area where you . 


can control it,” Marchesi urged. _ 

Other issues raised included park- 
ing, the lack of provisions for first aid 
and a need for a larger organizing 
committee. 

Marchesi stated he will not sup- 
port use of the entire park for the 
event. He also said that without a 
sign-off from the chief of police, proof 
of a trash plan and specifics about 
crowd control, he wouldn’t autho- 
rize use of the park. 

Commissioner chair Mike Filpi 
said the board will look anew at the 
request if Del Gallo addresses the 
issues and provides written docu- 
mentation. 

“When you come back with stuff, 
there’s going to [need to] be paper- 


work,” said Filpi. “This is anevent of - 
such magnitude.” a 


To Del Gallo’s dismay, the com- 
mission voted 5-0 to delay action on 
the request. 

Del Gallo has also unsuccessfully 
lobbied the city council for a $3,000 
grant to support the program. 


League official 
denies report 


on Black Bears 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Northeast League Commissioner Miles 
Wolff yesterday denied a published report that said the 
Berkshire Black Bears were negotiating a lease that would 
allow the baseball team to move to New Haven, Conn. 

The New Haven Register reported yesterday that the 
Black Bears’ ownership was negotiating a lease with Yale 
University. If the lease is finalized, the Black Bears could 
move to New Haven within 10 days, the Register reported 
yesterday. 

Yale University, not the city of New Haven, owns 12,000- 
seat Yale Field, where the Black Bears would play if they 
moved to New Haven. 

Yale Field, which was built 
in 1927, is the former home of 
the Class AA Eastern League 

New Haven Ravens. The 
p lan to Move Ravens, who played at Yale 
them right Field for 10 years, are moving 
3 to Manchester, N.H. 
TLOW, 


; Yale Field’s seating capacity 
Wolff said. is three times the size of 4,000- 
‘Could it 


seat Wahconah Park. Wolff vis- 
happen? Yes. 


ited New Haven earlier this 
month to determine the feasi- 
But zt hasn't 
happened yet.’ 


‘There’s no 


bility of placing a Northeast 
League team in that city. 

In a telephone interview 
from Quebec City, Wolff said 
Rick Handelman, an invest- 
ment banker from Scarsdale, 
N.Y., who is a minority owner 
of the league’s Brockton Rox, is negotiating a lease with 


Yale on behalf of the Northeast League to have ateam play . 


there. 

But Wolff said that team currently is not the Black 
Bears. “There’s no plan to move them right now,” Wolff 
said. “Could it happen? Yes. But it hasn’t happened yet.” 

Wolff said if Handelman is able to come to an agreement 
with Yale, then he would have to find a team willing to 
move to New Haven. 

“Are negotiations under way to bring a team [to New 
Haven]? Yes,” Wolff said. “Is it the Black Bears? No, not 
really. Handelman is looking to have a team, but we would 
have to move a team, and there would have to be a team 
available. 


“He’s going through the first step to see if a lease is 


obtainable in New Haven,” Wolff said. “If a lease is obtain- : 


able, he’ll see which team is available.” 

The Black Bears’ two-year lease with the city of 
Pittsfield to use Wahconah Park expires Oct. 31. The Black 
Bears have not done well either on the field or at the box 
office in their two years in Pittsfield. They averaged less 
than 1,000 fans per game this year, the lowest in the eight- 
team league. 

Jonathan Fleisig, the Black Bears’ principal owner, told 
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| League official denies 
report on Black Bears 
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The Eagle in August that he 
planned to speak with Mayor 
Sara Hathaway about the team’s 
future in Pittsfield around Oct. 1. 
But Fleisig and Hathaway both 
said earlier this month that dis- 
cussions on the Black Bears’ 
future had yet to take place. 
Wolff said the Black Bears are 


one of the teams the Northeast 


League would consider moving to 
another city. 


lease is up. I think if the right 
offer came up, Jonathan would 
look at it,” said Wolff, “but he has- 
n't done anything.” 

Fleisig was in Las Vegas yes- 


‘'terday where the East Coast 


Hockey League team he owns, 
the Las Vegas Wranglers, played 
their home opener last night. He 
did not return phone calls from 
The Eagle left both on his cell 
phone and at the Wranglers’ 
front office. 

Wolff said he believed Fleisig 
and Hathaway have been dis- 
cussing the Black Bears’ future in 
Pittsfield. Hathaway, who told 
The Eagle earlier this month that 
she would try and work with the 
Black Bears to help the team 
remain in Pittsfield, also did not 


_ return a phone call seeking com- 


ment yesterday. 

‘Jonathan has had no contact 
with the New Haven folks,” he 
added. 

Wolff also said there is no guar- 
antee that Handelman will get a 
lease to bring a Northeast League 
team to New Haven. — 

“There’s lots of hurdles in New 
Haven,” Wolff said. “It’s Yale’s 
facility. It?s a lot more difficult 


[dealing with a university] than a 
city. So it’s not a done deal at all in 
New Haven.” 

The Register reported that 
Handelman “would be one of the 
principal owners of the New 
Haven franchise” and “is in the 
process of putting together an 
ownership group for a New 
Haven franchise.” The paper also 
reported that Handelman has 
begun the process of finding a 
general manager to run a North- 


> east League team. 
“Took at the attendance. The an 


~ Wolff said yesterday that Flei- 
sig still owns the Black Bears and 
has not been trying to sell the 
franchise to Handelman. 

“Right now, Jonathan still owns 
the team 100 percent,” Wolff said. 

Handelman, who said he knows 
Fleisig from attending Northeast 
League owners’ meetings, con- 
firmed that he was putting to- 
gether an ownership group, but 
denied that he was trying to pur- 
chase the Black Bears from 
Fleisig. 

But Handelman said if he is 
able to obtain a lease in New 
Haven, he would approach Fleisig 
about selling. 

“What I’m doing is putting 
together a group,’ Handelman 
said. “I’m going to go to Jonathan 
or another owner and offer to buy 
the team. 

“Yd like to approach Jona- 
than,” Handelman said. “I don’t 
know what he’s going to say. 

“T am going to look for a gener- 
al manager, that is true,” Handel- 
man said. “I feel if something 
happens, it would be fast.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can _ be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 


shireeagle.com. Io ak & ie 





Collegiate 
league eyes 
Waheconah | 
ballpark — 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A Connecticut man with ties to both 
orofessional and amateur baseball said he believes 
Wahconah Park is better suited for a summer collegiate 
league franchise than-for another professional team. 

Bob Wirz of Orange — who recently spoke with Mayor 
Sara Hathaway and Mayor-elect James M. Ruberto 
about the possibility of bringing a New England 
Collegiate Baseball League team to Pittsfield — said last 
week that he believes the aging 4,000-seat Wahconah 
Park, which was built in 1919, is a tough place for a pro- 
fessional team to be financially viable. 

‘“T think Wahconah’s age works against it,” said Wirz, 
past president of the Waterbury (Conn.) Spirit of the 
Northeast League, which is now based in Lynn. 

Talk of bringing an NECBL team to Wahconah Park 
for the 2004 season 
appears to have 
died after Ruberto 
told Wirz that he 
was more interest- 
ed in having a 
minor league team 
come to Pittsfield. 

Wirz. said he is 
still interested in 
bringing an NECBL franchise to Pittsfield but that it 
appears the league’s deadline for placing a team in 
Wahconah Park for the 2004 season has passed. 


Others interested 


According to several sources, before former Red Sox 
General Manager Dan Duquette received preliminary 
approval from the NECBL to move the league’s Thread 
City Tides of Willimantic, Conn., to his sports academy 
in Hinsdale, discussions took place concerning the pos- 
sibility of the Tides relocating to Wahconah Park. 

Another NECBL owner, who spoke to The Eagle 
under the condition of anonymity, said that he also was 
interested in exploring the possibility of playing in 
Pittsfield. 

Wirz, who was chief spokesman for former Major 
League Baseball Commissioners Bowie Kuhn and Peter 
Ueberroth for 10 years, said that a college league team 
would be more suitable for Wahconah Park because pro- 
fessional clubs need a tremendous amount of revenue to 
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‘T think 
Wahconah’s age 
works against it.’ 
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operate. 

“To make a go of it in any pro- 
fessional league these days, 
you've got to generate a lot of rev- 
enue,” he said. “A lot more than 
the [Berkshire] Black Bears could 
generate.” 

The Black Bears, who played in 
the Northeast League, struggled 
both on the field and at the gate in 
the two years they were at Wah- 
conah Park. The team recently 
moved to New Haven, Conn. 

Independent league teams such 
as the Black Bears have to gener- 
ate more revenue to survive than 
minor league teams that are affil- 
iated with major league clubs, 
such as the Pittsfield Mets and 
Astros of the Class A New York- 
Penn League that played at Wah- 
conah Park between 1989 and 2000. 

New York Penn League teams 
don’t have to pay their players 
and coaching staffs because those 
expenses are picked up by the 
major league clubs. But teams 
like the Black Bears have to gen- 
erate enough revenue to pay for 
all their expenses because they 
are independently owned and 
operated. 

“A Northeast League team 
requires a minimum of $800,000 
to $1 million [in revenue] to have 
a chance to break even, and that’s 
a lot of money in a community 
that size,’ Wirz, said referring to 
Pittsfield. 

“T think there’s a sizable gap 
between what a college and a pro- 
fessional team would take to be 
successful. ... Pittsfield and the 


NECBL 
Wirz said. 

The NECBL resembles the New 
York-Penn League more than the 
Northeast League because fans 
can watch players who could end 
up playing major league baseball. 
The NECBL has some of the best 
college players in the country on 
its 13 teams. 

Duquette said 63 NECBL play- 
ers were drafted by major league 
clubs last year. 

New York-Penn League teams 
for the most part are made up of 
former college players who have 
just been drafted by major league 
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The departure of the Berkshire B 


surprise nor a crisis. 


The likelihood of a bri 


ball team was 
ant nde Gerald Doyle, Jr. handed the keys © 


dicative former 
Park to his mate. 

_ Fleisig lost money in 
reversing that pattern. 


community — and reac 


for future options. 


k Bears offered a poor produc i 
e : __ madea subpar effort at marketing a 


to predecessor 


Other than attaching the names O 
Fleisig’s squad never esta 
which depends largely 0 


Not once in two years 
buzz. Instead the team threw its resource 


generated 


: revolving door of no-name player signings — ° 
pool of baseball diehards: 
f The competing Bouton- 
would also likely have lost mone 

stronger community prese 

marketing the minor league 

and limitations of Wahconah Park. 

Fleisig’s departure 


With community rea 
-ider the future of Wahconah Park. 


‘ttsfield tenure for Jonathan Fl 
se evident 23 months ago, when vin- 
£ Wahconah 


Pittsfield for two ye 


createsa vacuum 
lities in mind, city © 


Pittsfield Parks Department offers 
North Pole calls on Dec. 15-16 


teams and are playing profession- 
al baseball for the first time. 
Northeast League teams have 
players who have played at higher 
minor-league levels than Class A, 
and some with small amounts of 
major league experience. But the 


majority of the Northeast League’s | 


players are generally older than 
their New York-Penn League 
counterparts, and most are no 
longer considered major league 
prospects. 

“T think [an NECBL team] gives 
some of the benefit an affiliated 
team does because some of these 
guys are going to be drafted,” Wirz 
said. “You don’t have that with an 
independent professional club.” 


blished a local presence, 
n advertising revenues. 
did the Black Bears spons 


Elitzer baseball propo 


baseball experience, 


\\yan 1D 


lack Bears qualifies neither 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation will con- 
duct its 22nd annual North Pole 
Calling Program on Monday and 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 and 16, from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. 

Volunteer Santas and operators 
will again make personal phone 
calls to Pittsfield children. Infor- 
mation sheets have been ‘sent 


home with children in kinder- 
garten and Grades 1 and 2. 
Forms are also available at the 
Parks and Recreation office, 874 
North St., or through the Parks 
Department Web site, www/pitts- 
fieldparks.org. Completed forms 


must be returned by Friday, Dec. 

12. 2) jo 
More than 325 children 2. 

ceived Santa calls last year. 
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Many seats find empty at the Black Bears game at Wahconah Park Thursday evening 


re Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
in Pittsfield. The Bears’ 


licensing agreement with the city and continued presence at Wahconah Park will ae the subject of a meeting 
| today between Mayor Sara Hathaway and the team’s principal owner, J onathan Felisig. 


‘Living with Bears | 


- Mayor, owner to discuss future of team 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The future of the 
Berkshire Black Bears..baseball club: 
and its two-year agreement with the 
city will be the subject of a meeting 
today between Mayor Sara Hathaway 
and Jonathan Fleisig, principal owner 
of the baseball team. 


Members of the Parks Commission — 


have questioned clauses in the licens- 
ing agreement signed by the team and 
the city on Nov. 27, 2001, before several 
of the current members were on the 
board. Hathaway said Parks Com- 
mission Chairman Michael Filpi and 
James McGrath, the city’s director of 
community development, also will 
attend today’s meeting. 
Asked what she would discuss with 
Fleisig, Hathaway said, “I guess 
extending the Black Bears’ reign over 
- Wahconah Park, and hopefully keeping 
_ the team as [Pittsfield’s] team. Also, we 
need to examine the licensing agree- 
ment.” 

The Parks Commission discussed the 
agreement, which expires Oct. 31, at its 
meeting on Monday night, Hathaway 
said. 7 

‘We need to tighten [the wording] up 
a little bit,” she said. 


Although the Black 
Bears have not __ 
drawn well or fared 
well in the standings, 
Hathaway believes 
the team has | 
established itself as 
a tourist attraction 
and as:‘an asset to 
the community. 


Hathaway said she didn’t believe a 
decision on whether the Black Bears 
stay in Pittsfield after this season 
would be made after today’s meeting. 

“Tt’s our initial discussion, so I doubt 

we'll reach any conclusion,’ Hathaway 
said. 
Although the Black Bears have not 
drawn well or fared well in the stand- 
ings, Hathaway believes the team has 
established itself as a tourist attraction 
in the Berkshires and as an asset to the 
community. 


The team has played before less than 
30 percent. capacity at 4,000-seat 
Wahconah Park so far this season, a 
decline from last summer when the 


paid attendance equaled about 33 per- ~ 


cent capacity. 

As an example of the team’s commu- 
nity involvement, Hathaway men- 
tioned minority owners Jennifer and 
Adam Hirsch, who co-produced the re- 
cent performances of “Damn Yankees” 
at Wahconah Park. The play was put on | 
as a fund-raiser for the Colonial Thea- 
tre renovation project. 

Hathaway also said she believes the 
city has gotten more out of its licensing 
agreement with the Black Bears 
regarding capital improvements to 
Wahconah Park than it did under a sim- 
ilar agreement with William Gladstone, 
the owner of Pittsfield’s Class A New 


York-Penn League franchise, which, 


played at Wahconah Park between 1989 
and 2001 before moving to Troy, N.Y. 

“But [the agreement] needs to be 
tightened,” she said. 

When asked to be specific, Hathaway 
referred to discussions this summer 
about money the team is required to 
spend on capital improvements to the 


84-year-old ballpark. 
% ] ain Vp continued on A4 


Mayor, owner to discuss 
Black Bears’ future in city 


BEARS from Al 


“A good bit of money has gone 
into capital improvements,” 
Hathaway said. But she said there 
is a “small bit” of money spent on 
other items that needs to be clari- 
fied in the agreement. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
the Black Bears are required to 
pay $75,000 each year toward the 
maintenance of the playing field 
and upkeep of the park. 

At a Parks Commission meet- 
ing in April, board members Eu- 
gene Nadeau and John C. 
Marchesi said they had questions 
about some of the items the Black 
Bears purchased last season, 
including new concessions equip- 
ment, as well as $3,500 listed for 
recycling expenses and $700 
toward cleaning the stadium. 

Filpi said some of the board’s 
five members have expressed 
concerns over some of the ex- 
penses the Black Bears have 
characterized as maintenance 
bills, and are fearful that the city 
will have to pay any costs that 
exceed the $75,000 limit. 

Michael Kardamis, the Black 
Bears’ president and general 
manager, told The Eagle in April 
that the team spent more than 
$75,000 during its first year in 
Pittsfield. He added that if the 


Black Bears’ maintenance ex- 


penses exceed the two-year, 
$150,000 threshold, the team, not 
the city, would pay for the addi- 
tional expenditures. 

Acting City Solicitor Jeffrey A. 
Honig told the board in April he 
believed that expenses ques- 
tioned by the board were covered 
under a section of the agreement 
governing “nonstructural re- 
pairs,” which he said was “broad- 
ly written.” 

Honig told the board then he 
didn’t believe the Black Bears 
were submitting inappropriate 


expenses. 


In a telephone interview from 
New York City on Wednesday, 
Fleisig declined to discuss 
aspects of the licensing agree- 
ment with the city, saying he was 
coming to Pittsfield to “have a 
friendly talk” with city officials, 
and to hear their opinions on the 
Black Bears’ operations this year. 

“Tm just trying to learn what 
they think,” Fleisig said. “No 
more, no less ... ’m going to doa 
lot of listening, and see what 
everyone has to say. Sometimes 
it’s better to listen and not talk. 

“They have opinions,” he 
added. “I'd like to hear them. 

“T have not given it the thought 
that you have given it. This is just 
a simple get-together.” 

Fleisig also declined to com- 


ment on the Black Bears’ future 
in Pittsfield, or why the team has 
had trouble drawing fans in the 
two years it has played at Wah- 
conah Park. — 

The Black Bears finished sev- 
enth out of eight teams in atten- 
dance in the Northern League’s 
Eastern Division last year, draw- 
ing 56,925 fans for 43 home 
games, an average of 1,309 fans 
per game. 

Not counting last night’s home 
game with Bangor, the Black 
Bears were ranked seventh out of 
eight teams in attendance in the — 
Northeast League this season. 
(The Northern League’s East 
Division became the Northeast 
League this year.) They’ve drawn 
37,363 fans in 34 home games, an 


_ average of 1,090 fans per game, 


according to the Northeast Leag- 
ue’s Web site. 

Kardamis said the figures are 
based on paid attendance, but 
that the team frequently gives 
tickets to charitable groups and 
organizations, or lets other enti- 
ties sell game tickets for fund- 
raising purposes. 


‘Others have struggled’ 


On the field, the Black Bears 
finished last in their four-team 
division in the Northern League 
last year in both halves of the sea- 
son with an overall record of 24- 
65. 

This year, the Black Bears start- 
ed out with nine straight losses, 
but then won 21 of 37 games to 
finish the first half at 21-25, good 
enough for third place in their 
four-team division, 7 1/2 games 
behind first-place New Jersey. 

In the second half of the regu- 
lar season, the Black Bears stood 
in fourth with a 12-19 record, 4 1/2 
games behind first-place Elmira, 
before last night’s game. The 
Black Bears have 15 games, 
including 10 at home, remaining 
in the season, which ends Sept. 1. 

Fleisig said he still hopes the 
Black Bears can clinch a spot in 
the Northeast League playoffs, in 
which the division winners in the 
first and second halves of the reg- 
ular season meet in best-of-five 
series. Going into last night’s 
game, the Black Bears had won 
three straight games and four of 
their last 10. 

Fleisig said he would be willing 
to talk about the Black Bears’ off- 
the-field activities. after,. the: 
Northeast League season ends in 
September, but that he would 
rather focus on the team’s play on 
the field until then. 
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Scrambling for eggs _ 


> ses IE: Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Stat 
. it i : irls’ in Pi afternoon as 4- and 5-year-old youngsters 
Pandemonium reigned at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club in Pittsfield yeste rday ye 
reached for candy eggs during the 55th annual Holiday Egg Hunt. The event for four different age groups bide spon 
sored by the club, Wal-Mart and the city Department of Community Services/Parks and Recreation. pe SAE | 


ege hunt to 
be April 19 | 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the annual East- 
er egg hunt will be held on Sat- 
urday, April 19. k 

The event is co-sponsored by: 
the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club and Wal-Mart. The hunt will 
be held at the club on Melville 
DEFCEL A 5 

The hunt will start at 1 for 2- 
and 3-year-olds; 1:30 for 4- and 5- 
year-olds; 2 for 6- and 7-year-olds, 
and 2:30 for 8- and 9-year-olds. 

All age divisions will be held in 
the gym. 

The event is open to Pittsfield 
children only. Prizes will be 
awarded in each age group for 
those that find the green, blue, 
orange, yellow or purple egg. 
Children are required to bring 
their own baskets. 

Participants should use the 
front entrance of the club on 
Melville Street. | 

Further information: Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation at 
499-9343, Pee a ee xi 
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Thomas Marley of Pittsfield talks to his granddaughter Marley Knysh, 
center, a fourth grader at Stearns Elementary School, dressed as a 


witch, and her friend and classmate Sarah Pero, a black cat. 


Dressed as a vampire, 9-year-old Zach Hoffman sits with 
his mom, Shelinda, and sister Crystal, 4, dressed as a cat, 
watching the annual Pittsfield Halloween Parade on 
North Street last night. More Halloween Parade photos, 


contest winners, Page B5. 


Luke Dallenbach, 4, a well-armed pirate, gets a 
good view of the parade from the shoulders of his 


father, John Dallenbach. 


Pittsfield plans 
spooky schedule 


for Halloween 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of 


Community Services/Parks and 


Rec- 


reation has announced details of Hallo- 
ween activities taking place in the city. 
Trick or treat is scheduled for Friday 


from 5:30 to 7 citywide. 


The 59th annual Halloween Parade, 
sponsored by the Department of Com- 
munity Services/Parks and Recreation, 
will take place tomorrow evening at 7. 

In addition, the Colonial Theatre will 
host a Haunted Halloween Tour of the 
theater LOLAGETOW evening from 7 to 9. 


\v x 4 YIALLOWEEN, continued on B4 
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Halloween activities set 
in Pittsfield, area towns 


HALLOWEEN from Bl 


The tour will feature highlights of 
the Colonial’s history in a spooky 
theatrical setting. The cost is $3 
per person, or two admissions for 
$5. Tickets will be on sale at the 
Pittsfield Visitors Center during 
the event. 

Prior to the parade, the Parks 
Department is sponsoring, with 
partial funding provided by 
Greylock Federal Credit Union, a 
“Halloween Spooktacular” sci- 
ence show at the concourse of the 
Central Block Building, 75 North 
St. The 45-minute show offers “a 
look into the secret world of the 
mad scientist’s laboratory.” The 
free show will begin at 5:30. 

The parade will follow a route 
up East Street toward Park 
Square and then proceed down 
North Street to Wahconah Street. 
The southbound lane of North 
Street will remain open, as will 
the eastbound lane of East Street. 

Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano 
will again be grand marshal for 
the event. Awards will be given 
for first-, second- and third-place 
bands and floats. Friendly’s gift 
certificates will be awarded on the 
spot to 75 costumed children who 
march in the parade or watch it 
from the sidelines. 

The parade lineup follows: 

Section 1 
1. Berkshire County sheriff's office 


motorcycles 
2. Halloween Parade Grand Mar ; 


Paid Political Advertisement 


Carmen Massimiano 
3. Berkshire County sheriff's sffice 
marchers 
4. Berkshire County sheriffs office float 
5. Pittsfield Fire Department firetruck and 
Sparky 
6. Eagles Band ‘ 
Section 2 
1. Crosby School float 
2. Crosby School marchers 
3. Berkshire Trolley Car float | 
4. Winter Carnival queen and lady-in 
waiting 
5. Capeless School float 
6. Capeless School marchers 
Section 3 
1. Pittsfield High School Band and Color 
Guard 
2. Stearns School float 
3. Stearns School marchers 
4, Antique firetruck 
5. Egremont School float 
6. Egremont School marchers 
Section 4 
1. Taconic High School] Band and Color 
Guard : 
2. United Federation of Fathers float 
3. Pittsfield Parks Department tractor 
4. Monster truck 
5. Allendale School marchers 
6.. Lanesboro Girl Scout Troop 340 
marchers 
7. Morningside Crime Watch marchers 
Section 5 
WBEC Live 105.5 pontoon boat 
Conte School marchers 
East Coast Refinishing float 
Sacred Heart School float 
Sacred Heart School marchers 
Parks Department truck 
“ays = 
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Learn-to-skate 
program set | 
in Pittsfi Id ¢/33 

PITTSFIELD —/The Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
conjunction with the Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation, will conduct the 


annual Learn-to-Skate program 
beginning Friday, Dec. 26. 


The program will run from 
Friday through Wednesday, Dec. 
26 to 31, from 11:45 to 12:45 at the 
Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
rink on Melville Street. 


Skaters are required to wear 
helmets and gloves; elbow and 


knee pads are also recommend- 
ed. 


They should dress warmly but 
avoid loose, baggy clothes and 
long scarves. 

Skates will be available at no 
extra charge. No double runner 
skates are permitted and skaters 
must be at least 5 years of age. 

Registration will be held Sun- 
day, Dec. 14, from 6:30 to 7:30 and 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, from 6 to 7 p.m. 


at the Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club rink. 


Registration will also be held at 
the Pittsfield Park Commission 
office at 874 North St. on week- 
days between 8:30 and 4. 


Cost of the program is $20 ($50 
family maximum charge). 


Ben Garver} Berkshire Eagle St 
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of Columbus and ‘North Pole operator’ Rita 


North Pole connection 


Volunteer Santa Claus Paul DiVirgilio of the Knights o Bank to a Pittsfield child as part of the 


j all from the offices of Berkshir Rees 
De ea pedaninck of Community Services/Parks and Recreation’s 22nd annual Nor 


t. In the background are Jack and Justine Laviolette. 


Calling program on Monday nigh , 





Theor er — 


_ Diagonal parking in Pittsfield — 


The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, October 31, 2003 — BS 


Crosby School float tops 
m city Halloween Parade 


PITTSFIELD — A float with a 
medieval theme took. top honors 
in competition at the City’s 59th 
annual Halloween Parade down- 
town last night. 

The float, which was made by 
Crosby School Students, won the 


band won first place in the par- 
ade’s music competiton. Second 
place went to the Eagles Band. 
Taconic High School’s band took 
third place. 

. “The judges had a very tough 
time with the bands,” said James 
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Pittsfield plans 
spooky schedule 
for Halloween 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of 
Community Services/Parks and Rec- 
reation has announced details of Hallo- 
ween activities taking place in the city. 

Trick or treat is scheduled for Friday 
from 5:30 to 7 citywide. 

The 59th annual Halloween Parade, 

Sponsored by the Department of Com- 
munity Services/Parks and Recreation, 


first prize of $150. 
Second place went to a float en- 
tered by East Coast Refinishing 


will take place tomorrow evening at 7. 

| In addition, the Colonia] Theatre will 

( | want to compliment all the mak. host a Haunted Halloween Tour of the 

a oe The float’s theme was ers of the floats on their creativi- | Weatgr tomorrow evening from 7 to 9. 

ae ~eincarnation of Hazel the ty. The floats were all exceptional.” | / C ~) HALWOWEEN , continued on B4 

Se : McGrath said that gift certifi. | Nee 

ee Rised pee pra Haun- cates for ice cream were handed 
ival,” too ird-place out to SO ] hildr ) 

honors. Prizes for second- and oe eae wae 


; terday’s parade, which is 
third-place finishers were $125  soredb at spon- 
th : ; 
and $100, respectively. yee ae 8 Department of 


sani es Community Servi : 
The Pittsfield High School Recreatisn. ces/Parks ‘and 


McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services. “The judges 


Parade planning 
meeting slated 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation Department (aa) 
has announced that the second 
and final Halloween Parade orga-~ 
nizational meeting will be held 7 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. at Springside—) 
House, 874 North St. sy 

One or more representatives of 
local organizations wishing to 
participate are strongly encour- 
aged to attend this meeting if 
they plan to enter a float; band, or 
marching unit. | 

The parade will be held Thurs- 
day, Oct. 30, at 7 p.m. 

The 59th annual Halloween 
Parade is being sponsored by the 
Department of Community Serv- 
ices/Parks and Recreation. For 
additional information, interested 
groups may call the department at 
499-9343 or visit the department’s 
Web site, www.pittsfieldparks.org. 
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Halloween Parade 
meeting is Oct. | 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 

ment of Community Services/ 

Parks & Recreation has an- 

| nounced that the first Halloween 

I . Parade organizational meeting 

Photos by Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff | hs be held on Wednesday, Oct. 1, 

, at 7. 

The meeting will be held at 
Springside House, 874 North St. 

All float entries to the parade 

must have a theme that is Hal- 
loween-related, the announce- 
ment said. One or more represen- 


Halloween 


us ! i | i Rivet gh vi ihe es Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Tony Stracuzzi, at lower left, and workers from the Pittsfield Parks Department install this her Oes and 
year’s Christmas tree at Park Square yesterday. The tree was donated to the city by James h i tatives of local organizations are 
and Jo-Ann Suttle and members of tt . Villanova f amily in: amOory ¢ eu ere 4 2 er ommes encouraged to attend the meet-_ 
‘Villanova, who died on April 23, 2002. = ae ae Oe ea ak eee | ek fo ae ote | Spee erent ee | ing if they plan to enter a float, 
eS fa i ‘ ae EN ease ae Soe se eat ne : 4% = Above, students from __ band or marching unit. 
Allendale Elementary The Halloween {arade will be 
School in Pittsfield. | Sa ioe: year on Thursday, Oct. 
dressed up as wizards Kee dale 
from the peta | The 59th annual Halloween 
School and marched in » Parade is sponsored by the De- 
the city’s annual epee ee au : 
ecreation. For fur- 
Sree Anis: sk ther information, interested groups 
Aue s n downtown may call the department at 499- 
Pittsfield. At left, 9343 or visit the Parks Depart- 
Matthew Ott, 8, wore a 


: ment Web site, www.pittsfield- 
Spiderman costume _parks.org. ¢- 
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Winter carnival contestants sought 


= accepted for the 2004 Pittsfield Winter 


icati now. bein 
Applications are the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee, 


Carnival Queen contest,-part of 


’s Winter Carnival. 3 : 
| ae eesions are available at all Pittsfield high schools and at Berk 


shire Community College. They are also available week days at the 
Springside House, 874 North Street. 
the contest is open to all single girls ages 17 a 
never been married and have no children, and who we a ears 
workin Pittsfield, or who live inthe adjoining towns of Dalton, ; 
, Lenox or Richmond. ae 
re aOR must sell a minimum of 1500 Winter Carnival eae 
to be eligible for judging at the queen’s coronation ball on Saturday, 
14 at the ITAM Lodge. . 
ee of buttons is a separate contest and oe a ee 
judgi d the lady-in-waiting, who will be chosi 
ae ae in different areas which include 
f judges based on their scores 1n 3 | 
ee speech, appearance and ne che 
arshi i he queen and the lady-in- ; 
Scholarships will be awarded tot : ee 
tants the night of the ball, 
iality to be selected by the queen contes : the b 
ee fhe Aiea selling the most buttons will each receive pee ane 
: Money raised by the sale of the buttons is used to fund the Win 


have : ee AS : 
eee or . ee = while walking with 
A other students from 
Conte Elementary peetec ae 
School in the parade. | Burbank Park 
2 | “Magical Moments with Ed Popielarczyk,” 
an event marking the opening of the Bur- 
bank Park Beach, featuring magic and bal- 
loon sculpting show, Burbank Park, Onota 


eae | Lake, Pittsfield. For more s aS sy 
[ <\] : | times: 499-9343. i ) {035 1 
®)) \ ; 
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City seeks Christmas tree for Park Square : 


Carnival events, which take place throughout the winter. oe 
include, family day, toboggan see = ae ane oe Tole ‘ 
7 is qa limit of 16 contestants; the deaaline ? 
Waid Decenibet 5 at 4 p.m. Applicants are asked to hand-deliver 


Perr between 9 a.m. 
their applications to the Springside House on weekda x a 


ane ag ae ation contact co-chairs Tina add at 841-1366 or Ju ~ | 


For more inform 


Salatino at 442-4260: : 
—_——— eee 


The parks and recreation department is asking anyone who is willing to 


donate an evergreen tree for use as the city’s official Christmas tree at Park - 
Square to call 499-9343 no later than November 7. ~~ as 2 


Criteria to be used in selecting that “special” tree will be: minimunrheight | 
of approximately30feet; superior shape; easeof access to the tree for cutting; 
adequate room to safely fall the tree; and east of transporting the tree. 

Sereening and selection of trees will take place the week of November 10. ‘s 


_ Cutting and installation of the tree at Park Square is. schedutte for fhe week 
of November 24. ° | ae | Je be o) Sirs es 





PITTSFIELD. — Katie DeMar- 
0, an 1ith-grader at St. Joseph's 


'Gentral High School, has been 


V fei. 


? 
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‘Pittsfield Winter Carnival Button 


named the winner of the 2004 


Design contest.. Ron Przedpelski, 


‘chairman of this year’s contest, 
made the announcement. 

DeMarco’s design was chosen 
from more than 300 entries sub- 
mitted to the Winter Sports Com- 
mittee by children from the city’s 
elementary, middle and high 
schools. : 

Category winners are as fol- 
lows: 

» Kindergarten through Grade 
2 — Shea Caden, Williams School, 
Grade 1. 

» Grades 3 to 5 — Mckensie 
Saldo, St. Mark Middle School, 
Grade 5. 

» Grades 6 to 8 — Lindsay 
Russo, St. Mark, Grade 8. 

» Grades 9 to 12 — Chris White, 
Taconic High School, Grade 10. 

The button design grand prize 
is a $50 Berkshire Mall gift certifi- 
cate. Category winners receive a 
$25 mall gift certificate. 

The contest is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee Inc. of the Department of 


EEE 


reed St. 


TSFIELD 


The winning 2004 Winter Car- 
nival button was designed by 
Katie DeMarco. 


Community Services/Parks and 
Recreation. Buttons are sold by 
Winter Carnival queen contest- 
ants and proceeds help pay for 
carnival events. Buttons will go 
on sale Sunday, Jan. 11. 

Application forms to enter the 
carnival queen contest are avail- 
able at the Parks Department, at 
www pittsfieldparks.org or by call- 
ing 499-9343. 

For information on upcoming 
carnival events, call the number. 
listed above or visit the Web site 
or www.cwnicholls.com/Carnival. 


The Pittsfield Gazette December 11, 2003 


A couple hundred revellers gathered for Friday's tree-lighting cer- 
emony at Park Square. For thoseclose to the action (at right) thecol/orful 
illumination of the tree hgppened with a dramatic blur (above). 


Matt Gilmore works on a snowman at Park Square prior to Friday's tree-lighting 
ceremony. Organizers trucked in snow for the event; a few hours /ater, a protracted 
snowstorm dumped nearly two feet of the white stuff in the Pittsfield area: 
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Park Square Lights 


Up 


While Santa Claus’ arrival via fire truck got top billing, Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer earned squeals of delight from many youngsters. 


The Berkshire 
Hillsmen 
ensured a 
tuneful | 
celebration 
as they 
accompanied 
the Treen 2 
lighting with 
seasonal 
carols. - 
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‘ : 7 At right, Mike Joyce of Pittsfield, Pa ope CaS Rice ee ASTD SS SOR aca Suen re R PORE ac ie eae, 
ra | ovwee rn left, director of the Berkshire We ee ee eC ee na AN Aes 
| ; | Hillsmen, leads the group in en ee : ne 
| Christmas carols after the light- 
= r ir @ ir S ing of the Christmas tree in Park 
O | Square in Pittsfield last night. 
| | Other singers are, from left, 


i , Sune: 7 Maurice Brazie of New Marlboro, 
A fire-breathing dragon helped Crosby School { Dick Whitehead of Pittsfield and 


win the top float prize in this past Thursday's - Frank Sblendido of Ghent, N.Y. 
- Halloween Parade. Ais ee Below, Kurt Schagen of 
ebier ss : Richmond looks up through the 


cold night air at the brilliance of 
the city’s official Christmas tree. 


Photos by Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Ghares ‘Schulze’s Snoopy had a special space The Pittsfield High School band took first 
atop Egremont School's float. | place among the parade ‘s three musical units. 
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A Harry Potter theme — with some great costumes — distin guished the marching unit from Allendale 
School. 5 : 
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Pittsfield Parks softball registration set _ 
The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department will hold signups | 
for this years house league softball program tomorrow from 12-3 p.m., 
and Monday from 6-8 p.m. at Springside House. | ne | 
Registration for girls ages 9-16 is $20 per person. — : 
Information; 499-9343. eS 
The League is also looking for an Umpire in Chief for the season. 
‘Minor league umpires are paid $20 a game and major ympires $25. 
Information: Paul Cote: 841-1766. oe W\4 Q Yd 
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Pittsfield softball registration set 


Registration for the minor and major league softball programs of 
e Pittsfield Parks Department will take place tomo 
p.m., at Springside House, 874 North St., Pittsfield. 


Coaches are also needed for teams in both leagues. 
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Board failed Babe Ruth champions 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

In today’s world we often read 
about our misguided youth and 
the problems they encounter in 


their lives. The local and national - 


news often report stories regard- 
ing youth in negative ways, from 
drug use to violent crimes — you 
name it, it’s out there. We need to 
salute the youth of Berkshire 
County who take part in positive 
activities and recognize their ac- 
complishments. When our teen- 
agers are accomplishing great 
goals, shouldn’t that warrant praise 
and positive reinforcement? 

I am a proud parent of a mem- 
ber of this year’s Pittsfield Babe 
Ruth All Star age 15 team. This 
' team not only won the Berkshire 
County (District One) title, but 
also won the Western Massachu- 
setts championship. From there, 
each state in the Northeast sends 
its state championship team to 
_ regional competition. What a great 
accomplishment this was for a 
Berkshire County team! The win- 
ner of the regional competition 
was sent to represent the North- 
east in the Babe Ruth World 
Series. 

Our boys received absolutely ‘no 
support or recognition from the 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth board of di- 


rectors. Other ‘teams in the North- 
east were recogiaized by their cities 

Babe Ruth boarcis of directors with 
banquets, basebail! jackets and/or 
trophies. However, tine team was 
recognized by Mayor §/ara, Hath- 
away and the City Council. 


Even the Boston Red Sox recog: } 


nized the team’s accomplishments 
and honored the champions from 
the Northeast at a Sunday night 
game at Fenway Park. The Pitts- 
field Babe Ruth board of directors 
did not even provide transporta- 
tion for the boys. 

The board of directors begrudg- 
ingly supplied the team with new 
baseball caps depicting both our 
city and state to wear in regional 
competition, and paid for a bus to 
transport our boys to New Hamp- 
shire because the team had an 
early morning weekday check-in 
time. 

The board never publicly recog- 
nized the boys’ coaches, who sac- 
rificed their summers and their 
family time for the team either — 
and believe me, they deserve it. 

This is not about the money. 
This:is about acknowledging a job 
well done by the team and their 
coaches. 


SHARON NOLAN 


Pittsfield, wig . 
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